Читання як спосіб іншомовної комунікації

Читання як вид мовленнєвої діяльності є однією з головних практичних цілей навчання іноземної мови в середній школі. Проте не меншу роль відіграє читання у навчальному процесі як засіб навчання. Воно допомагає в оволодінні мовним матеріалом, в його закріпленні та організації.

Читання іншомовних текстів розвиває мислення учнів, допомагає усвідомити особливості системи іноземної мови і глибше зрозуміти особливості рідної. Інформація, яку отримує учень з іншомовних текстів формує його світогляд, збагачує країнознавчими знаннями про історію, культуру, економіку, побут країни, мову якої він вивчає. Велика розумова робота, котра виконується читцем з метою проникнення у зміст тексту, розвиває мовну здогадку, самостійність у подоланні мовних та смислових труднощів, інтерес до оволодіння іноземною мовою.

Враховуючи ці особливості формування компетенції в читанні та той факт, що читання, поряд з усним мовленням, є найбільш розповсюдженим способом іншомовної комунікації, пропоную у якості домашнього читання для учнів 7-8 класів автентичний текст за темою “Holidays: Christmas”. Сподіваюся, що наданий текст та комунікативно-спрямовані вправи до нього, нададуть можливість учителю організувати продуктивну роботу за його змістом та будуть сприяти розв’язанню тих освітніх і виховних завдань, які ставляться перед іноземною мовою як навчальним предметом.

Joseph A. Breig

Make Ready the Way of the Lord

Before you read

1. Answer the questions:

– What do you think kindness is?

– Does it always mean self-sacrifice?

– Can you remember your own kind attitude to someone you may be proud of?

2. Here are the first and the last sentences from the story. What could it be about? In groups discuss various possibilities.

– “Dad,” said Joe, “will you buy me a football suit for Christmas?” (the first sentence).

– “It takes twelve months, every year. But you can do a lot in a month if you get down to it.” (the last sentence).

3. Here is a dialogue from the story you are going to read. Read it and try to guess what the story is about.

– “Dad,” said Joe, “will you buy me a football suit for Christmas?”

– “I will if you’re a good boy.”

– Won’t you if I’m a bad boy?”

– “Yes, I suppose I will.”

– “Why, Dad?”

When you are reading
1. Find equivalents of the following words and word combinations. Make sure you know the context in which they and used:

to grin; slyly; tricky; deserve; oddly; to feel abashed; to muse; prayer; to get down to sth; Advent.

2. Match each item in column A with its explanation in column B:

A
B

1 to muse
a) full of hidden or unexpected

difficulties

2 to feel abashed
b) to deal seriously with

3 to grin
c) doing things secretly

4 tricky
d) think deeply or dreamily

5 prayer
e) to be entitled to

6 Advent
f) to feel embarrassed; to be confused

7 slyly
g) strange to say

8 deserve
h) smile broadly expressing

amusement

9 to get down to smth
i) the coming of Christ; the season

(with fore Sundays) before

Christmas Day

10 oddly
g) from a God worship

Make ready the way of the lord

“Dad,” said Joe, “will you buy me a football suit for Christmas?”

“I will if you’re a good boy.”

He grinned at me slyly. “Won’t you if I’m a bad boy?”

I smiled. It was a tricky question. “Yes, I suppose I will.” “Why, Dad?”

I thought for a minute. “Well, I suppose because I try to be a little bit like God. I love you even when you’re not so good as you ought to be.”

“Does God love bad people?”

“Certainly. But not for being bad. For being people.”

He nodded. “Yes. But would God give me a football suit for Christmas even if I weren’t good?”

“I think He would. He keeps you alive, doesn’t He? He gives you food, and day and night, and sunshine and snow. He gives you Christmas, even if you don’t deserve it. He gives Christmas even to bad people. That’s because He’s God good, even if we aren’t. He gives present’s to everybody – but the bad people don’t enjoy them.”

Joe looked at me oddly. “They don’t?”

“No. You watch and see. I’ll give you a football suit for Christmas – but it won’t make you happy unless you deserve it. If you don’t, every time you put it on, you’ll think: ‘I shouldn’t have this. Dad is too good to me. I shouldn’t wear it until I show him I’m a good boy.’” At least (I thought), he ought to feel abashed that way.

“Joe, think about this. Is Christmas really Christmas to a bad man, or even a careless and thoughtless man? Or is it only another day? Can a man really enjoy Christmas if he doesn’t have Christ in his heart? Did Herod enjoy the first Christmas?”

“Herod?” echoed Joe in a shocked voice. “The king who tried to kill the Christ Child? Oh, no! He hated Christmas!”

“But God gave Christmas to him, the same as to the rest of us. Only he wasn’t ready for it. He was like somebody going to a musical concert and putting plugs in his ears, or like a man going to the movies and keeping his eyes shut. See what I mean?”

Joe nodded. “That’s why you want me to be good to get the football suit.”

“More than that. A football suit’s only a small part of Christmas. Listen, Joe – you were happy when our new baby was born. Why?”

“Because I wanted a baby sister. Because she’s ours.”

“That’s the big joy of Christmas – wanting the Christ Child because He’s ours, because we’re His kind of folks. If we’re not, it’s just another day really, no matter how much we run around to the stores and buy presents for one another, no matter how many football suits we get.”

Joe thought about that for a while. Then he said: “That’s why you want me to be good – so I’ll be His kind of folks. Not so I’ll get a football suit.”

“Exactly,” I told him. “You see, I can give you a football suit whether you’re good or not. I can and I will, because I want you to play and grow up strong. But Joe – I can’t give you a merry Christmas. Only you and the Christ Child can do that.”

“I see what you mean, Dad,” Joe mused.

“Now look,” I went on. “Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the time when we do without things, and say special players, to get ourselves specially ready for the Christ Child and for a happy Christmas. It’s the time when the Church says to us, ‘Be very good, because Christ is having a birthday party and He wants you to be there and wants you to have a good time.’”

“Does it take a whole month to get ready Christ’s birthday party, Dad?”

“It takes twelve months, every year. But you can do a lot in a month if you get down to it.”

When you have read

1. Discuss in groups and present the group opinion of the following quotations from the text:

a) “Does God love dab people?”

b) “Certainly. But not for being bad. For being people.”

c) “Can a man really enjoy Christmas if he doesn’t have Christ in his heart?”

2. Discuss your fillings about the story. Do you find it sad?

3. What would be the alternative title of the story? Discuss some possibilities with other students?

4. What do you think the moral of the story is? Which sentence in your opinion serves as the clue to the whole history?

5. Do you consider this story meant more for children, for adults or for both? Why?

6. Which of the given human feelings are prevailing in the story: love, kindness, independence?

7. Have you ever got in a situation similar to the one described in the story?

8. Pick up all the words from the story referring to the topic “Holidays.” Add to the list some things that you like to do on Christmas Day. Compare your list with those of your group-mates and speak about Christmas.

9. Discuss in groups and present the group opinion of the following question:

– What kind of relationship did the boy and his father have?

10. What do you feel at the end of this story?

11. Comment on the final sentence of the story:

“Does it take a whole month to get ready Christ’s birthday party, Dad?”

“It takes twelve months, every year. But you can do a lot in a month if you get down to it.”
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