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Victoria Cherdakly, a senior teacher of English
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The problems of relations between people in the society, their co-existence and mutual understanding have always been very interesting and important, and without any doubt very complicated as well. Molding the pupils’ personalities the teacher tries to cultivate in his students those human qualities that would help them join the wide and unpredictable world around them and live between people. Preparing for his lessons he tries to find something really very helpful that would be teaching and touching, and amusing and, of course, worthy to work with. It may be a proverb, a quotation, a short story or a poem. The teacher has a good opportunity to fulfill some of his goals via such a material. He can use it as a warm-up activity or some original task for reading or listening, or learning by heart. The positive samples of wisdom, courage, honesty, sympathy and generosity, tolerance and patience call young people to creative pondering over the information received, encouraging them sometimes to make some bold or noble and meaningful deeds that would leave remarkable traces in their lives as well as in other people’s lives. 
Once I came across a poem of an American teenager in my favorite newspaper. I was so deeply touched by it that decided my students to get acquainted with it as well. As far as I’d expected they were also greatly impressed and enjoyed the poem very much too.
Task 1. Listen to a poem by an American schoolgirl and try to understand its plot.
Task 2. Listen to the poem for the second time and use the appropriate words from the right column to complete the text.
Smile (By Barbara Hauck, age 13)
She smiled at the sorrowful stranger. street
The smile seemed to make him feel …. doom
He remembered the past kindness of a friend warm
And send him a thank-you …. cent
The friend was so pleased with the thank-you, better 
That he left a large tip after…. letter
The waitress, surprised at the size of the tip…. eat 
Bet the whole thing on a …. room
The next day she picked all her winnings lunch 
And gave part to a man in the … storm 
The man in the street was very grateful; hunch 
For two days he’d had nothing to…. alarm
After he finished his dinner, President
He left for his small dingy…. harm
( He didn’t know at the moment
That he might be facing his….)
On the way he picked up the shivering puppy
And took him home to get….
The puppy was very grateful 
To be in out of the….
That night the house caught on fire.
The puppy barked the ….
He barked ‘til he woke the whole household
And saved everybody from ….
One of the boys that he rescued 
Grew up to be….
All that because of the simple smile
That didn’t cost a ….
Vocabulary practice:
1.a) study the new words:
winnings – выигрыш;
tip – чаевые;
to bet on (against) – держатьпариза ( против );
sorrowful – скорбный, печальный;
whole– весь, целый;
tocometosmb’srescue– приходить к кому-то на помощь;
tobarkthealarm– лаем поднять тревогу;
household– домашние ( семья );
to wake ( woke, woken ) – будить.
b) match the following words with their definitions:
1. shiver – a) thick piece;
2. doom – b) dirty, not fresh or cheerful;
3. hunch – c) tremble, especially from cold or fear;
4. dingy – d) something evil that is to come; (Keys:1a, 2d, 3a, 4b)
2. Make the pairs of synonyms:
1. grateful a) rescue
2. simple b) satisfied
3. sorrowful c) fate
4. shivering d) astonished
5. pleased e) unfamiliar
6. surprised f) trembling
7. dingy g) common
8. strange h) remember
9. grow up i) collect
10. doom j) injury / damage
11. harm k) dirty / dim
12. save l) become bigger
13. ordinary m) thankful
14. pick up n) sad
15. recollect o) plain (Keys: 1m, 2o, 3n, 4f, 5b, 6d, 7k, 8e, 9l, 10c, 11j, 12a, 
13g, 14i, 15h)
3. Make the proper word-combinations:
Model: a touching story
1. sorrowful a) a room
2. thank – you b) a puppy 
3. surprised c) an event
4. dingy d) a boy
5. grateful e) a waitress
6. shivering f) a letter
7. rescued g) a stranger
8. awful h) a man
9. simple i) a smile 
10. ordinary j) kindness
11. past k) doom
12. strange l) friend 
4 Make the possible word- combinations:
Model: to pay for one’s kindness. 
1. to take a) the alarm 
2. to bark b) a puppy
3. to finish c) the household 
4. to remember d) some money
5. to face e) at a stranger 
6. to write f) smb’s home
7. to pick up g) a letter to somebody 
8. to wake h) one’s doom
9. to cost i) one’ dinner 
10. to smile j) smb’s kindness
5. Make the sentences matching the parts of them from the both columns:
1. A grateful friend… a)… the past kindness of his friend.
2. She smiled at … b) …did not have anything to eat for three days.
3. The man remembered … c) … the whole household.
4. The waitress was surprised … d) … the whole sum on a hunch.
5. The man in the street … e) … the whole family from danger.
6. The waitress bet … f) … the boy from harm.
7. The man picked up… g) … a sorrowful stranger in the street.
8. The puppy was very grateful … h) … at the size of the tip the man left for her.
9. The puppy barked the alarm … i) … to be out of the storm.
10. The puppy rescued … j) … left a large tip for the waitress.
11. The puppy saved … k) … a shivering puppy on the way home and 
took it with him.
12. The puppy woke l) … when the house had caught on fire.
13. The man having had his lunch m) … wrote a thank-you letter to his old fellow.
(Keys:1m),2g),3a),4h),5b),6d),7k),8i),9l),10e), 11f),12c),13j) 
6. Fill in the blanks with the proper prepositions:
1. She smiled …a sorrowful stranger. 2. He was very pleased …the thank-you. 3.The waitress was very surprised … size of the tip. 4. The man left the café…his small dingy room. 5. He knew nothing… his awful doom …the moment. 6. He picked … a shivering puppy…the way home. 7. He wanted the puppy to be in … … the storm. 8. The house caught … fire … night.9. The puppy saved the whole family … injury when the house had got burnt. 10. The rescued boy grew … to be the president of the country. 11. The waitress gave part of all her winnings … a strange man … the street. 12. It all started … a simple smile that didn’t cost any money … anybody.
(Keys: 1.- at; 2.- with; 3.- at; 4.- for; 5.- about, at; 6.- up, on; 7.- out of; 8.- on, at; 9.- from; 10.- up; 11.- to, in; 12.- with, for.)
Speaking practice 
Answer the following questions:
1. Is a good treatment of people surrounding you important or of no matter for you?
2. Has your life ever changed somehow because of smb’s good attitude towards you? 
3. What can influence your mood positively?
4. What can disappoint you or spoil your mood?
5. Is smb’s occasional smile at you a trifle or a serious matter for you?
6. Do you like when people smile at you?
7. Do you often smile at people in general and at strange people in particular?
8. Can a smile of some strange person raise your spirits or does it leave you indifferent?
9. What do you think of a person who smiles at unfamiliar people?
10. Can a simple smile change a person’s life in any way? 
11. Are trifles important? 
12. Why do you think people smile? Explain your ideas.
Try to use the suggested vocabulary, while answering the questions:
simple - простой attitude - отношение
trifle - пустяк in general - вобщем 
to surround - окружать in particular - вчастности 
a matter- дело, вопрос indifferent- безразличный
queer- странный, чудаковатый tobefarfromindifferent- быть далеко не
безразличным
You may also use the following expressions while answering the questions:
- to treat smb kindly/roughly 
- a matter of great/no importance 
- not to influence at all 
- to influence smb greatly/little 
- to feel oneself more confident
- a warm-hearted and optimistic person 
- (next to) indifferent 
- to be in high/low spirits
- a happy and cheerfulperson
Writing practice 
Often, some occasional event can bring back memories and feelings from the past. Were there any events that evoked such feelings/experiences in you? What were they? How did they make you feel? Did some give you bad memories as well as good ones?
