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In the 1950s the computer analysis of English language has revealed a widespread occurrence of lexical patterns in language use. Some researchers call them ‘lexical phrases' or ‘lexical items', others prefer the term ‘multi-word chunks' or just ‘chunks' of language. Whatever the term, they are an important feature both in language use and language acquisition and offer advantages for language teaching. 

Collocation is the phenomenon whereby certain “words co-occur in natural text with greater than random frequency” [2: 8]. For instance, ‘to make a mistake’, ‘a cup of tea” etc. Collocations range on a spectrum from fully fixed (‘a broken home, to catch a cold’), to totally novel or relatively fixed.

The "father" of collocation study is considered to be J.R. Firth who first used the term "collocation" in its linguistic sense in 1951 to describe the co-occurrence of lexical items and advocated the thesis that words get meaning from their collocates. 

Collocation generally refers to the expression of words which are often used together such as ‘bitterly cold’, ‘rich imagination’ or ‘close friends’. If you hear the first word, the second can be expected, or at least you can have an idea what it could be. Native speakers intuitively ‘know' which words frequently combine and which do not. To a native speaker, they just do not sound right. Some other examples of collocations are: 

to pay attention (not “give”)

to break the silence

to pay compliments

Collocations is a class of word groups that lies between idioms and free word combinations and that is why it is of great importance to distinguish among them. Idiomatic expressions are those in which the semantics of the whole cannot be deduced from the meanings of the individual constituents. Free word combinations have the properties that each of the words can be replaced by another without seriously modifying the overall meaning of the composite unit and if one of the words is omitted, a reader cannot easily infer it from the remaining ones. Unlike free word combinations, a collocation is a group of words that occur together more often than by chance. Thus, examples of free word combinations include put+[object] or run+[object] (in the sense ‘manage’) where the words that can occur as object are virtually open-ended. In contrast to these free word combinations, a phrase such as ‘explode a myth’ is a collocation. In its figurative sense, ‘explode’ illustrates a much more restricted collocation range. But one must take into consideration the fact that collocations do not include lexical items which have a high overall frequency in language. The latter include words such as go, know, etc., which can be combined with just any other word (i.e. are free word combinations) and thus, are used more frequently than other words.

Another important point is that language units should be learned in context. Lexical items can be, in theory, learned de-contextualised, but it does not ensure mastery of the item. Contextualised learning is preferable, because learning vocabulary is not a simple memorisation of lexical phrases. They must be integrated into the learner's linguistic resources and teachers must help the learner become familiar with collocations, and such “familiarity will develop best when the learner is consciously aware of this tendency of words to go together” [2:23]. 


On the basis of these typical characteristics collocations can be of two major types (Morton Benson’s classification):

· grammatical collocations 

· lexical collocations

Grammatical collocations consist of a dominant element (usually a verb or an adjective) and a preposition or a grammatical construction as in:

Verb + Preposition: depend on (NOT depend of), insist on…;

Adjective + Preposition: afraid of (NOT afraid at), aware of…;

Noun + Particular form of verb: strength to lift it (NOT strength lifting it). 

 Lexical collocations do not have a dominant word; their components are "equal" to come to an agreement (to affect deeply, weak tea). A lexical collocation is a type of construction where a verb, noun, adjective or adverb forms a predictable connection with another word, as in:

Adverb + Adjective: completely satisfied (NOT downright satisfied) 

Adjective + Noun: excruciating pain (NOT excruciating joy) 

Noun + Verb: lions roar (NOT lions shout) 

Verb + Noun: commit suicide (NOT undertake suicide)

Noun + of + Noun: a gleam of light, a glass of water, a bar of chocolate
Typical criteria for collocations are:

Non-Compositionality:A phrase is compositional if the meaning can be predicted from the meaning of the parts (e.g. new companies). 

Non-Substitutability:The notion of non-substitutability says that we cannot substitute near-synonyms for the components of a collocation. For example we can’t say ‘yellow wine’ instead of ‘white wine’.

Non-modifiability: Many collocations cannot be freely modified with additional lexical material or through grammatical transformations (e.g. ‘white wine’, but not ‘whiter wine’).

In the study on collocation there is a notion of collocation clash when words are placed together which should not occur together, according to the rules or usage of a particular language. Consequently it is important to raise awareness of finding the right partner and that a right partner in one language doesn't necessarily mean it can be applied to another even if they are genetically related:

She is making holiday (‘going on holiday’, ‘spending holiday’). 

She is getting a baby (‘having a baby’).

Collocations are essential for language teaching as any language must be studied in accordance with its peculiarities and there should not be any misunderstandings between two speakers over one well-known and goes-without-saying word. Most learners equate ‘vocabulary' with ‘words', and there is a tendency among learners to translate any text word-for-word, i.e. they usually try to simplify most lexical phrases to separate words. The role of teachers is to raise students' awareness of the existence of such lexical items as collocations and what they do need is to develop the ability to notice chunks of different kinds especially collocations as:

-  They are conventional forms that have a significant role in language production;  

-  This is partly because they are memorized as ready-made lexical units; 

- They are stored together with some indication of their grammatical structure and syntactic and pragmatic function;

- They are recognized as familiar by native-speaker readers/hearers both as regards their form and their associated functions [1:6].
Thus, we have come to the conclusions that word-collocations take an important part in creating the image of any situation and in forming the right vision of the language.
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