A teacher takes a hand, opens a mind, touches a heart, shapes the future.
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English Through

communication

dialogues

Main points of construction.

I. There are often three different ways of answering a question “why?” We can answer it using “because,” or “so as to,” or “so that.” For example: “why did you open the book?”

“I opened it because I wanted to read.”

“I opened it so as to read, or I opened it to read.”

“I opened it so that my brother could read it.”

II.Other points of construction.

1.“I’d better see.” None infinitive “see” without “to” after the expression “I’d better.”

2.“Show me how to do it.” Note that the word “how” is necessary before the infinitive here.

3. Two uses of the collocation “to get on.”

(a) “To get on with his shelves.” Here it means “to continue work on something.”

(b) “See how he is getting on,” Here it means “to make progress,” or “to be successful.”

4. “To hold something steady.”

5.“To get some force behind it.”

6.“In the first place.”

7.“Leave it to Oleg.”

III. Vocabulary
after all



sports

bang (noun and verb)

steady

had better



test (verb)

Confound it


upwards

Dad 




drive in (verb)

force



early

hammer



of course

nail




cup (trophy)

shelf




weight

shout (verb)

DIALOGUE 1

Text of conversation.

(Sound of hammering from another room)

Pete:What’s that banging, Ira?

Ira: It’s Oleg. He’s come home specially early so as to get on with his shelves.

Pete: Oh! What are the shelves for?

Ira: To put his books on, and those cups he won for sports last term. (More banging: Oleg exclaims something his voice is heard).

Oleg: (From the next room) Confound it!

Pete: I’d better see how he’s getting on. (Door) Hello, Oleg — do you want any help?

Oleg:Yes, Dad. Would you hold this shelf steady so that I can hit it a really good hard bang?

Pete: Right; I’ve got it. (Bang, bang, bang.)
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Oleg: Well, that’s finished it. How does it look? It should be all right.

Pete: Bring over a few books so as to test it.

Oleg: Right, Dad. Will these be enough? I’ll put them on the top. (Crash) H’m! It’s fallen down!

Pete:You need some more nails at this end. Drive them in upwards, so that they hold the weight of the shelf better.

Oleg: Yes, well, just show me how to do it, Dad.

Pete: In the first place, you hold the hammer too near the head. Hold it further back, so as to get some force behind it. Like this. (Bang)Ow! Confound it!

Oleg: Did you hit your finger, Dad?

Pete: What do you think I shouted for? Of course I hit it. (Bang, bang, bang)

Oleg: Ah, these looks are better now.

Pete: Yes, I think that ought to stay up all right.

Oleg: Let’s try it with the books again. (Crash) Oh dear, now it’s fallen down at the other end.

Ira: How are you two getting on?

Pete: Not very well. I think I’m going to leave it to Oleg after all.

Main points of construction.

I. This conversation illustrates the formation of the negative In English. The negative is most commonly formed by adding the word “not” after a verb. For example: “She is not here.”

II. There are examples of the use of some of the verbs in the negative in this conversation. Notice that a shortened form is used;

For example, “must not” is shortened to “mustn’t”.

“I mustn’t boast.”

“You needn’tapologise.”
“We can’t really tell.”

“We daren’t count on his winning a scholarship.”

But if the positive form of an ordinary verb is in the simple present or simple past tense, it does not contain one of the twenty — four special verbs. In that case, in order to make the negative,we have to bring in the auxiliary “to”. For example:

“He speaks French. I do not speak French.”

“She went home,we did not go home.”

III. The rules about making questions are similar to those about making the negative. When one of the twenty — four special verbs is used, the question can be formed simply by putting the verb first and the subject second. For example: “I can swim.” “Can you swim?”

There are one or two examples of this in the conversation: “What is he studying?”

“Is he studying science?”

“Will he go to the university?”

“Haven’t you been at the library?” 

IV. And when none of the special verbs is involved in the positive form, the question has to be formed, as before, by introducing the special verb “do”. For example: “I like swimming.” “Do you like swimming?”

There is one example of this in the conversation. 

“Will he go to the university, do you think?”

V. The points of construction.

1.“He may, or he may not.” It is unnecessary to repeat “go to the university” — enough to give the auxiliary.

2. Note the construction “He is sure to get a scholarship”, the usual way of saying “It is sure that he will get a scholarship,” which sounds clumsy.

3.“This very afternoon.”

4.“Down at the library.”

5. Note the use of “such a” in two places. “It’s a comfort to have such a hard working boy as Robert,and“On such a fine afternoon.” In the latter case the comparison is left out, but perfectly well understood; “on such a fine afternoon as this.” Notice the word order: 

1.such;2.a;3.noun.

VI.Vocabulary

to apologies

to boast

college

comfort

to count on

to dare

examination (exam)

football

hardworking

library

match

Mum

natural

proud

the Dynamo

scholarship

science

to study

take an exam

university

technical

DIALOGUE 2

Text of conversation.

Maria:Yes, of course, Olga, I mustn’t boats, but it really is a comfort to have such a hardworking boy as Pavlo.

Olga: You needn’t apologies, Maria. It’s very natural for you to feel proud. Will he go to the university, do you think?

Maria: Well, he may, or he may not. You see, we can’t really tell until he takes his scholarship examination.

Olga: Oh, but I’m sure he’ll win a scholarship.

Maria: Yes, we hope he will. He’s done well in all his exams up to now. But we daren’t count on his winning one. If he doesn’t win a scholarship he may go to a Technical College.

Olga: Would he like to do that? What’s he studying now? Is he studying science?
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Maria: Yes, and I think he’s getting on quite well at it. He’s certainly working very hard. Why, this very afternoon, although it’s such a fine day, he’s been down at the library, working all the time.

Pavlo: (Arriving) Hello, Mum! Good afternoon, AuntOlga. It’s a lovely day, isn’t it? Well, the Dynamo won, Aunt!
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Maria: The Dynamo, Pavlo? Why, where have you been?

Pavlo: At the football match, of course.

Maria: Haven’t you been at the library?

Pavlo: No.

Maria: But I thought.

Olga: Don’t worry, Maria. A library is quite the wrong place for a boy on such a fine afternoon!

I. Main points of construction.

1. This conversation further illustrates the rules for forming the negative and the question in English. Most of the examples are in the past tense. There are several examples in this conversation.

“They weren’t at that shop.”

“I couldn’t think.”

“I hadn’t got them.”

II. Other points of construction.

1. The conjunction “that” is often omitted. Examples in this conversation:

“I found I hadn’t got them.”

“That was all I could remember.”

“He said I ought to be more careful.”

2. “I bought myself a pair of shoes.”

“Myself” is dative; it means “for myself”.

3. “I’ll see if I can buy”. Note this use of “see” in the sense of “find out, enquire” whether…

4. “Luckier than you deserved.” Notice the comparison with a sentence, “you deserved,” instead of with another adjective like “lucky”. 

III. Vocabulary.

cafe

careful

to deserve

exciting

to happen

to lose’

lucky

parcel

rude

shame

shoe

upset

to wrap up

DIALOGUE 3

Text of conversation.

Maria: Oh, Pete, I had such an exciting afternoon!

Pete: Why, what happened?

Maria: I bought myself a lovely pair of shoes.

Pete: Did you! Well, that was exciting.

Maria: (tragically) Yes, but when I got home I found I hadn’t got them!

Pete: Oh, dear! How did you lose them?

Maria: I couldn’t think. The man in the shop wrapped them up and I paid for them, but that was all I could remember.

Pete: Did you go back and ask?

Maria: Yes, but they weren’t at the shop.

Pete: And was that the only place you had been to?
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Maria: Oh, no, it wasn’t. I went to the bank, but the people there didn’t know anything about it; then I went to the butcher’s to see if I might have left the shoes there. But I hadn’t.

Pete: What did the seller say?

Maria: He was rather rude — he remembered how I had lost Rex under his stall. He saidI ought to be more careful.

Pete: Oh, did he!

Maria: Yes. But I didn’t find the shoes anywhere. You can understand that I was upset, can’t you?

Pete: Of course I can. What a shame — poor darling; look here, I’ll er — see if I can buy another pair for you.

Maria: Oh, but it’s all right, Pete. I got them.

Pete: But I thought you said.

Maria: Yes, but when I had been to all the shops, I remembered that the last place I went to was the Caf?, for tea. And the parcel was there, under the table. Wasn’t I lucky?

Pete: Luckier than you deserved.

Main points of construction.

This conversation contains many examples of how future time may be expressed in English. Sometimes the speakers say "I will" and sometimes "1 shall" sometimes "will you?" and sometimes "are you going to?" Here are some simple rules to show why they use these different forms. 

1. When English people are speaking about what they think is likely to happen in the future, they use what is called the "simple future." That is, they say "I shall" or "we shall" ("shall" with the first person); and they say "you will," "he will," "she will", "it will" and "they will" ("will" with the second and third persons).

"I shall do a bit of gardening".

"You will see when I have finished".

"I think it will rain tomorrow".

2. When they are speaking 'about something they plan or intend to do, instead of “shall” and "will" they may use the words "going to.”

What are you going to do on this "beautiful warm Sunday?" 

"I am (I'm) going to dig up that dead tree."

The words "going to" can also be used sometimes when we are talking about inanimate objects that certainly cannot plan to do anything; but we think that they are just on the point of doing something. For examples: "Look out! That box is going to fall!" or, in the conversation; "The clouds are black — I think it is going to rain." That is, "it is now on the point of raining." In speaking about the less certain,' more distant future we should say, "I think it will rain tomorrow. 

3. Questions about the future are usually in the second or third persons, and are in these forms: in the, second person: "Are you going to?" is the commonest, the alternatives being "Shall you?" or "Will you?": in the third, "Is he going to?" or "Will he?" are equally common. For example: "Are you going to water those new fruit trees?

4. When, the speakers are suggesting that they are proposing or promising to do something, or when, one says that he is willing to do something if the others want, then "will" is used instead of "shall" in the first person.

"Of course I will help you." 

"I will (I’ll)bring some tea out to you."

"We will (We'll) think of something to do."

5. In the same way, when the speaker is promising something, the second and third persons will have "shall" instead of "will”.

"You shall have a glass of tea,"

"The roof shall be painted."

6. Sometimes the speaker is asking whether the other person is willing to do something; and we have a conversation like this: 

"Will you help me?"

"Yes, of courseI will."

And sometimes the speaker is asking what the other person, advises him to do; then he uses this form: "Shall I put on my gardening boots?"

Other points of construction.

1. In a sentence which is in the Future Tense, if there is a clause of time, beginning, for example, with the word "when", it will not be in the Future but in the Present. "You shall have a glass of tea when the tree is dug up."

2. We can say either "I will put on my boots" or "I will put my boots on". Both are correct — it is perhaps more usual in speaking to put the adverb ("on") at the end of the sentence, but there is no rule.

3. "At the bottom of the garden". "The bottom" usually means the lowest part, but here it means the part furthest from the house.

4. "You can be cutting off the tops of the dead flowers" instead of "you can cut, etc.", is used to suggest that this is a way of occupying the time.

DIALOGUE 4

Text of conversation.

Ira: "What are you going to do on this beautiful warm Sunday, Pete? 

Pete: I think I shall do a bit of gardening. Will you help me, Ira?

Ira: Of course I will. Shall I put on my gardening boots?

Pete: Yes, do, and so will I. I'm going to dig up that dead tree at the bottom of the garden.

Ira: Shall I be able to help you?

Pete: No, I don't think you will. You can be cutting off the tops of the dead flowers — they make the garden, look so untidy. And all those flowers by the wall you can pull up by the roots. We want the ground to be quite clear before the winter. You will see when I have finished or I'11 see when you have and then we'll think of something we can do together.

Ira: Oh, Pete, will you please paint the roof of the shed?That really does make the garden look untidy.

Pete: It shall be painted! But not till next weekend.

Ira: And you shall have a cup of coffee when the tree is dug up. I’ll bring it out to you.

Pete: That’ll be very nice. Ishall certainly be ready for it.
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Ira: Are you going to water those new fruit — trees?

Pete: No, I shan't do that, because I think it will rain tomorrow. But I'm going to cut the grass.

Ira: I'll cut it if you like. 

Pete: No, you just clear the flower — beds and then we'll see. Now, what tools shall we need?

Ira: You will want the spade and fork, and I shall want the trowel.

Pete: I say how black those clouds are getting: I think it's going to rain.

Ira: Then we shall have to put off our gardening until this afternoon.

Pete: I hope I can still have my cup of coffee.

The points of construction.

1. Note the choice of expressions: "to decide".and "to make up your mind." They are Interchangeable, except in the combination "to decide on."

2. "Keen, to be a racing-motorist": a still commoner usage- would be, "He's keenon racing."

3. "He hasn't got to college yet." The expression "got to" is used instead of "gone to" because it suggests that Nick will not achieve college without some difficulty.

4. Note the very common construction with the present participle after a verb of cognition: "To see the crops growing", "to see the money rolling in".

5. "That's not the way I look at it," — that is not my point of view.

6. "I'm-sorry but I don't want to at all." The' infinitive need not be repeated if it is understood, as here — '"I don't want to be a farmer at all." The construction ends with the particle "to" after a verb like want”

Another example: "Why don't you open the door?' "Can't you see I'm trying to?"

Vocabulary.
career



explorer

collegemarket

gardener

crops



office

engineer (civil)

racing-motorist

sailorshipbuilding

to trainwise

DIALOGUE 5

Text of conversation.

Peter:Well, Nick, have you made up your mind yet what you want to do when youleave college?

Ira:Oh Peter,surely he's a bit young to decide on his career! He hasn’t even got to college yet.
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Peter:Not at all, Ira. It's wisest to decide in good time. Look at me, for example. I really wanted to be a sailor, but now I spend my days sitting at a desk in an office. Yes it's silly to train for the wrong job. And after all, Nickwill be going to college soon.

Ira:Now if I were a man I'd be a farmer.To see the crops growing — that's my idea of a good life.

Peter: Yes, and to see the money rolling in is more important still.

Nick: Well, that’s not the way I look at it, Dad. It's the job I care about, not the money. 
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Peter: Maybe not; but you'll learn to care about the money too, when you've got a family to keep.

Ira: And of course Peter — well, he's keen to be a racing-motorist or else an explorer.

Nick: Oh, Peter's not old enough to make up his mind about such things. 

Peter: Well, you haven't answered my question yet, Nick. What wouldyou like to do?

Ira: Are you sure you don't want to be a farmer, Nick? Or a market gardener?
Nick: No, I'm, sorry Mum, but I don't want to at all. I'd rather be a civil engineer. 

I want to build roads and bridges.

Peter: Not ships? Isn't it better to be a shipbuilding engineer? 

Nick: Look here, is it my career we're planning, or yours?

Peter: All right, all right, there's no need to lose your temper. But you'd better win that scholarship first

I. The points of construction.

1."What is it?" — a common way of expressing "What is the matter?" or "What do you want?" 

2. "There you are?" Note the order of words in this exclamation; "Here it is", "Here you are", etc. 

3. Standing "up" — the adverb "up" is very commonly used with the verb "stand", as "down" is used-with "sit" and "lie".

II. Note the two constructions "What's the use of..." and "It's no use...-ing".

III. Vocabulary
to bear



to look after

bitter



naughty

tobehave


temperature

to catch


What's the use

to expect


to nurse

to fool



to prevent

fever



reason

to suit



sensible

funny



seriously

grateful


slight

to hate



stomach

housework


use

ill

DIALOGUE 6
Text of conversation.
Peter:Ira! Ira!

Ira: (Coming into the room) Yes, what is it now, Pete?

Peter: Oh, there you are. Look here, Ira, I'm tired of lying here on my back with nothing to do.I hate doing nothing.

Ira: Don't be silly, Pete. You've got a temperature, and staying in bed is the only sensible thing to do. Now just be quiet, and stop preventing me from doing my housework.

Peter: No, seriously, Ira, I can't bear it. Lying flat on my back! 
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Ira: Well then, try lying on your stomach for a change!

Peter: Stop being funny. I'm going to get up.There! Look, I' m standing up. I'm quite all right. What's the use of staying in bed?

Ira: I think you're being very silly. You'll only make your temperature go up again. 

Peter: It's no use talking, Ira — being ill doesn't suit me.

Ira: No, and trying to nurse you doesn't suit me!

Pete: Now don't be bitter about it. You know I'm grateful to you for looking, after me. But you mustn't try to keep me in bed like a naughty boy. 
Ira: Well, you began it, by behaving like a naughty boy! 

Peter: I`m all against this staying in bed for no reason.

Ira: Harry, being ill is a reason…Now don't stand by that window and catch another cold... Let me see, half past eleven.
Peter: Why do you keep looking at the clock?

Ira: I'm expecting Mother, she's coming over for the day.

Peter: Good heavens! I didn't know that.

Ira: Yes, I think she has something she wants to talk to you about.

Peter: Oh, heavens! Has she? (groans)

You know, Ira, I do feel a bit ill; perhaps I had better get back to bed. 

Ira: Oh, what a pity! I thought perhaps you might stay up to see her.

Peter: (To himself) That's the very reason I'm getting back into bed!

Ira: What did you say? 

Peter: Oh, nothing.

The points of construction.

1. ”I wish I didn't have to do homework.”

Note the use of the auxiliary "do" here to form the negative of "have". This use of "do" is common in the negative and interrogative of "have" when the reference is to something -which is true habitually and not merely on one occasion. Compare also the last sentence of the conversation: "I wish I didn't have to go to bed at half-past eight.

2. "All in good time" is an expression suggesting that the other person must be patient and wait for the natural course of events.

3. Make a note of the way the "-ing" form can be used after a preposition, in such sentences as: "Do something, instead of sitting there," or: "I got tired of sticking bits of paper in an album".

4. Notice that the infinitive is used in cases like this: 
"I wish I knew what to do". "Tell me what to write." "I don't know what to say." and so on.

5. The adverb "round" may be used to mean "to a place not far away", when there is an idea of going round some obstacle to get there. For instance, in this conversation, "Can I go round and tell my friend Michael" Peter conveys the idea that Michael lives in a house quite near, but "round the corner" in another street.

Vocabulary
album



Scout

heel



Scoutmaster

homework


stamp

tojointo


stick

to kick

DIALOGUE 7

Peter: Mum.

Ira: Yes, Peter?

Peter: I wish I didn't have to do homework.

Ira: Well, you do have to, so you'd better get on with it.

Peter: Oh, I've finished for tonight. 

Ira: What are you doing now? 

Peter: Nothing. Can I go out and play?

Ira: No, it's too late, it's quite dark. 
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Peter: I wish it was summer, so that I could go out after I've finished my homework. 

Ira: It will be summer, all in good time.(Peter starts to his heels against the chair) 

Oleg: Peter, I wish you'd find something to do, instead of sitting there kicking your heels against the chair.

Peter: Well, I wish I knew what to do.

Oleg: It's a pity you don't still collect stamps.
Peter: I got tired of sticking bits of paper in an album.

Oleg: I'm sorry I ever gave you that album now. I wish I hadn't bought it, but you kept asking for it. 

Peter: I know I did, but I' m older now.

Ira: Why don't you join the Boy Scouts?

Peter: I wish I could.

Oleg: Well, of course you can. See the Scoutmaster about it tomorrow.

Peter: Oh, Dad, can I really?

Oleg: I don't see why you shouldn't. In fact, I wish we had thought of it before. It'll give you something to do in the evenings. 

Peter: Hurray'. Mum, can I go round and tell my friend Michael?

Ira: "No, Peter, not tonight. Tell him at school tomorrow." It's too late now; you must go to bed in a minute.

Peter: I wish I didn't have to go to bed at half past eight!

DIALOGUE 8

Some points of construction.
1. "Move out of my way" compare "You are in the way" or "You are in my way" meaning that you are impeding some action.

2. "Fancy you being interested!" or "Fancy your being interested!" The words "fancy" or "imagine" are commonly used in this way to express surprise.

3. "Watch me doing it" — a common-construction meaning "Watch me while 1 do it."

4. "One by one".

5. Notice various combinations of two nouns in which the former acts as an adjective: "fruit cake" — a cake which contains fruit; "chocolate powder" — a powder which consists of chocolate: "gravy powder” — a powder used for making gravy; "rock cake" — a cake which resembles a rock in shape and (if made by the less successful sort of cook) sometimes even in texture!

Vocabulary
to add
interested

baking powder
to listen

to beat
to mix

buns
mixture

cake
powder

chocolate
the rest

to depend on
spoilt

fancy
to stir

flour
to tell

to heat
to watch
Text of conversation.
Nora: Move out of my way, Peter, I want to make a cake
Peter: How do you make a cake, Mum?

Nora: Fancy you being interested! Well, listen, and I’ll tell you. First you take some flour, and add the eggs,oh no, that's wrong, you mix the fat and sugar firstbut you'd better watch, me doing it. Now look. First I mix the fat and the sugar — there, do you see? 
[image: image11.wmf]Peter: Yes.

Nora: Then I add the eggs, one by one, with a little flour, and beat them into the mixture.

Peter: Why do you beat them?

Nora: Well, eggs help to make the cake rise nicely if you beat them. And then I add the rest of the dry things.

Peter: What are the dry things?

Nora: Oh, the rest of the flour: the fruit, if you're making a fruit cake, or the chocolate powder if it's a chocolate cake — it depends what sort of cake you are making.

Peter: Make a chocolate cake.

Nora: Yes, that's what I'm doing. Now I stir in a little baking powder.

Peter: Does that make the cake rise too?

Nora: Yes, but not until you heat it.

Peter: Is that chocolate powder you're putting in now. Mum? 
Nora: Of course it is.

Peter: I say, Mum.

Nora: What is it, Peter?

Peter: What's the salt for, Mum?

Nora: (abstractedly) What salt? I don't put salt in a cake.

Peter: You did, you know. Perhaps you thought it was sugar. 
Nora: What?! Oh, good gracious, I've put salt in instead of sugar! The cake is spoilt. What a shame,those lovely eggs! I'm always doing things like that. Now I shall have to begin again and make buns instead,they don't need eggs.
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