The Burning Problem
Nowadays every schoolgirl or schoolboy knows what acid rain and greenhouse effect mean. In Ukraine, like everywhere in the world, people have done things that have badly ____________(damage) the nature. As a result, today it's______________(danger) to eat fish that was ______________(catch) in the river or mushrooms that were picked in the woods because they may be contaminated. The Chernobyl disaster, which happened in 1986, remains one of the most tragic "unnatural" catastrophes. 
Ecologists list 150 species that disappeared from our planet in the past three ____________(century). It is too late to do something about those 150 species, but we could do something about 240 species that are_____________ _(threaten) now. Not only animals but many plants become extinct. The _____________(situate) is most serious on islands where species found nowhere in the world exist. In Hawaiin islands 95 per cent of the plants are unique. And it is possible to spend a vocation in Hawaii without ever seeing a native plant. Does it matter that whole species disappear? It does! The richly varied flora and fauna of our planet is___________(beauty) and we want to preserve it that way. There are also practical reasons for____________(protect)the nature. Plants often have unique medical and other properties. Animals still have much to teach us. Scientists and ecologists in many countries are working on____________ (solute) of the ecological problems. 
PRE-READING
1. Acid rain, greenhouse effect, damage, to be contaminated, disaster, species, to be threatened, extinct. 
2. Read the title of the article. What do you think the article is going to be about? 
READING
1. Read the article quickly. Then put the following heading that summarize each paragraph in the correct order. 
a) The aim of scientists 
b) The disaster of our country 
c) Flora and fauna become extinct 
2. Read the article again and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 
a) Everybody knows what acid rain and greenhouse mean. 
b) People have done a lot to destroy nature. 
c) The Chernobyl disaster happened in 1989. 
d) There are about 240 species that are disappearing. 
e) The situation is not very serious on islands. 
f) Pants and animals give a lot to people to live on our planet. 
g) Nothing is done to protect our nature. 
3. Give short answers. 
a) Is environmental pollution the most burning problem of our time? 
b) Are mushrooms and fish contaminated? 
c) Was Chernobyl disaster "natural" or "unnatural" catastrophe? 
d) About 150 species are disappearing, aren’t they? 
e) Where is the most serious situation? 
f) How many plants in Hawaiian island are unique? 
g) What specialists are working on the solution of the ecological problem? 
4. Summarize the article.
