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Theme: “Life of a society. People make history.  John Harvard”

              Aims:      to broaden students’ world outlook

                              to increase students’  cultural awareness

              Specific:    to practise topical vocabulary

                                to develop listening skills

                                to develop writing skills

                                to use English to find out about the world

                         Materials: text “John Harvard”; tasks

Lesson Structure.

I. Organizing class.

II. Reporting subject and aims of the lesson.

           We go on working on theme “Life of a Society. People make history”.    

           Today we shall speak about Pocahontas, a Native - American girl, and  

           you’ll   be introduced a new character – John Harvard. The oldest US   

           university was named after him (Massachusetts). You’ll develop listening   

           skills, practise and use lexis, develop writing skills and develop skills of   

           working on one’s own.  

III. Checking home task. Reading text “Pocahontas”.

IV. Discussing text “Pocahontas”.

                   Who was Pocahontas?

                   Whose life did she save?

                   What happened to her then?

                   What can you tell about her visit to England?

                   Have you seen the cartoon film “Pocahontas”? (1995).

               And now I’d like to add something. In Washington, D.C., in the Capitol’s  circular hall  there are eight paintings. One of these, “The Baptizm of Pocahontas”, attracts viewers. As you know, Pocahontas bore a son. Two centuries after the baptizm, a direct descendant of Pocahontas John Randolf of Roanoke sat in Congress as Representative and Senator.

        Can you name any other person(s) who contributed to peaceful policy of

      his/her country?

V. Pre – listening activity.

           Make sure you know these words and notions.

           a minister                     Massachusetts Bay Colony 

           a lung disease               Anne

           a bequest                       “Hector’

           a will                            the General Court

VI. Listening activity. Text “John Harvard”.

(See Appendix).

VII. Post listening activity.

I. Answer the questions.

                       1.  Who did the idea of opening a college belong to?

                       2.  A young minister came to America to marry, didn’t he?

                       3.  What did he believe in?

                       4.  Was he happy with his parents?

                       5.  Where did he study?

                       6.  How did he get to America?

                       7.  What was his house famous for?

                       8.  What was his contribution to the college?

                        9.  Were there many libraries in the colony?

                      10. Did John Harvard’s gift help his country?  (In what way did his  

                             gift help his country?)

II. Agree/Disagree.

1. Many of the colonists had been educated at England’s finest universities.

2. A young minister believed strongly in art and sport.

3. Doctors told him he was going to die.

4. J. Harvard was left in the care of his stepmother.

5. He graduated from Harvard University.

6. J. Harvard earned some money so that he could marry.

7. The Harvards sailed on the ship “Mayflower”.

8. J. Harvard was fond of reading books.

9. J. Harvard sold all his books.

10. The college was named in honour of John Kennedy.

III. Match the parts of the sentences.   

	1. A group of prominent colonists
	 a) on the ship “Hector”

	2. John Harvard came to America
	 b) to name the college in his honor

	3. John Harvard’s  stepmother made  

    sure
	 c) asked a government to set up a  

      college

	  4. The couple sailed
	  d) that he got an education

	  5. Inside the Harvard’s house
	  e) to the college

	  6. Harvard also left all his books
	  f )  was a large library

	  7. The General Court of Massachusetts   

      decided
	  g)  to start a new life with his bride


Key: 1c, 2g, 3d, 4a, 5f, 6e, 7b

VIII. Summarizing.

IX. Home assignment.

Make a project/report on any famous person of the USA.

    X.       Ending the lesson.

 POCAHONTAS  (1595 – 1617)

                           Merchants founded the first permanent English colony in Virginia  in the Easten   Woodland on April 26. 1607. They named the settlement Jamestown in honor of their king James I (1566-1625), son of Mary (1542-1587), queen of Scots. During 7 months in Jamestown 73 colonists died of hunger and disease. In late December 1607 ex-soldier John Smith,  27,  for 2 weeks had been led from one     Indian town to another. The English captive was finally brought to the village  of  Powhatan, the powerful chief  of the Indians in Virginia. Smith was greeted  as a chief of the English colonists. He saw Powhatan in a fur rob but did not notice a 12-year-old girl standing in the shadow. Her name was Pocahontas. Smith would soon owe her  his life.

                           Pocahontas listened as her father  and his council debated the stranger’s fate. He had to die. Pocahontas begged her father to have mercy. She saved Smith from death. A few days later he was safely back in Jamestown.

                           To save Smith, Pocahontas had followed a custom of her people and adopted him as her brother. Adopting Smith was for Pocahontas a serious commitment. That winter the settlers would have starved had she not helped them. Pocahontas with her attendants brought provision. “She, next under God, was the instrumenrt to save this colony from death”, wrote Smith.

                          Smith returned to England in 1609. After this relations between  Indians  and  the colonists began to grow tense. Fearing war, the English kidnapped Pocahontas in 1613 and held her hostage in Jamestown. She learnt English  and customs of the colonists. She was baptized as Rebecca and married  a planter John Rolfe in 1614. For the next few years colonists and Indians lived without conflict. Rolfe took her to England  where she bore him a son. She met the English king  and Queen and at all times  was the true English lady. In 1617 Rolfe was made secretary of the Virginia Colony. Pocahontas so enjoyed London that she was reluctant to return to America. She became sick and died in 1617 being 22.

                   PEOPLE MAKE HISTORY.    JOHN HARVARD (1607-1638)

                     In 1636 a group of prominent colonists asked the government of the Massachusetts Bay Colony to set up a college for young men. Many of the colonists had been educated at England’s finest universities, and they wanted their sons to have similar educational opportunities.

                      A few miles away, a young minister was dying of a lung disease. He had come to America only a few months before to start a new life with his bride. A graduate of England’s Cambridge University, the minister believed strongly in education. When he learnt he was going to die, he wrote a will.  In it, he left half of his estate to the new college.

                     The young minister, John Harvard, had lived a difficult life. Both his parents died when he was small, leaving him in the care of his stepmother. Luckily, his stepmother was kind, and she made sure that John got an education. She sent him to Cambridge, where he received his Master’s degree in 1636. She also gave him some money so that he could marry and take his wife, Anne, to America. 

                      The couple sailed on the ship “Hector”, arriving in Massachusetts in 1637. Harvard was soon granted the rights of a freeman, or citizen, of the colony.    He used his citizenship to gain 120 acres of land, where he built a home. Inside the house was a large library, where John Harvard stored the more than 400 books he owed.

                       After only 10 months in America, Harvard died. His bequest to the new college totaled almost twice the amount the government had set aside for the school. Harvard also left all his books to the college. Books were so scarce in the colonies that his gift was almost as valuable as the money.

                       In gratitude for Harvard’s generosity, the General Court of Massachusetts decided to name the college in his honor. Today, Harvard University is recognized as one of the finest schools in the United States,  thanks in part to a young minister who believed that education was vital to the success of America’s youth.      
(to be continued)
