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Objectives: by the end of the lesson students will be able to

- revise vocabulary on the topic;

- develop their language skills in understanding;

- bring up the culture of communication, friendly and tolerant attitude to each other;

- share the information with their peers;

- foster their speaking skills;

- extend their knowledge about British festivals with the help of the history lesson material.

Equipment: a video about British festivals,  a record of the songs “Christmas Is Coming”, “For Auld Lang Syne” and “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”, cards with the tasks, multi-media equipment, a tape recorder, crackers with toys, paper hats and jokes, mince pies, a piece of coal, a piece of bread, a silver coin.
Procedure

І. Introduction. Warm-up

Т: - Good morning, my darling. Glad to see you.

Ps: - Good morning, teacher. Glad to see you, too. 

T: - Children, today we have many guests at our lesson. Greet them, please.

Ps: - Good morning, dear guests.

T: - Sit down, please. The subject of our lesson is “British Festivals”. Tell me, please, what are the synonyms of the word ‘festival’?

Ps: - The synonyms of the word ‘festival’ are holyday, feast, celebration, festivity.

T: - Good for you. Now I’d like you to name some main festivals in Great Britain.

Ps: - New Year’s Day, Easter, Christmas, Halloween, St. Valentine’s Day, April Fools’ Day, Guy Fawkes’ Night, Pancake Day, Boat Racing, Mother’s Day.

T: - Thank you. You know many British festivals. They are celebrated in different seasons. Now let’s do a phonetic exercise. Recite the poem “The Seasons” all together.
The Seasons

January brings the snow,

Makes your feet and fingers glow.

February brings the rain,

Thaws the frozen lake again.

March brings breezes, loud and shrill,

To stir the dancing daffodil.

April brings the primrose sweet,

Scatters daisies at our feet. 

April weather:
Rain and sunshine, both together.

II. Main part
T: - Today we’ll speak about 4 wonderful festivals of Great Britain: Guy Fawkes’ Night, Christmas, New Year’s Day and May Day. Let me introduce our guests Kate and Nazar, historians from our Pedagogical University. We asked them to help us with some information about British festivals.
Guy Fawkes’ Night

1. Watching the video
T: - Let’s watch the video. Be attentive, please. You will answer the questions

 1. What festival did you watch in the video? 

 2. When do British people celebrate it?

 (Pupils watch the video.)

T: - Are you ready to answer the questions?

Ps: - 1. It is Guy Fawkes’ Night.

         2. British people celebrate Guy Fawkes’ Night on the fifth of November.

T: - Good for you. 
2. Matching

T: - Take Card I, please. Your task is to match the celebrations with this festival.
                                                                              People prepare special food.

                                                                              It is a game.

                                                                              People give presents and cards.

                  Guy Fawkes’ Night                            People light bonfires.

                                                                              It celebrates the beginning of the new year.

                                                                              There are fireworks.

                                                                              There is traditional dancing.

T: - Which celebrations have you ticked?

Ps: - 1. People light bonfires. 2. There are fireworks.

T: - You are right.
3. Speaking

T: - Now let’s listen to Illia. He will tell us how British children celebrate Guy Fawkes’ Night.

Illia: - On 5th November every year English boys and girls carry funny figures about the streets. These figures are made of straw and dressed in an old coat and a hat with a mask for a face. The children knock at the doors and sing:

‘Remember, remember,

The fifth of November

Was Gunpowder Treason and Plot.

I see no reason

Why Gunpowder Treason

Should ever be forgot’.

Children can be often seen on the pavements before 5th November saying, ‘Penny for the guy’. If they collect enough money they can buy some fireworks. In the evening a bonfire is made and the dummy is burnt on it. This dummy is called a ‘guy’ (like Guy Fawkes).

T: - I think this is an unusual festival. By the way, why is the dummy in a mask for a face? Illia, do you know the answer?

Illia: - No, I don’t.

T: - Then, let’s ask for our historians’ help. Who can answer?
Kate: - As you know, on 5th November 1605 Guy Fawkes and some other people planned to blow up the English Parliament, but the plot was discovered. At the moment of his arrest Guy Fawkes wore a mask on his face.

T: - Kate, thank you very much.
Christmas

1. Watching the video
 Т: - The next festival we’ll speak about is Christmas, the most important holiday of the year. It combines the Christian celebration of the birth of Christ with the traditional festivities of winter. 

Let’s watch the video. Be attentive, please. You will answer the questions

1. When do British people celebrate Christmas Day?

2. What is the most important dish on the table?

3. What do people find in a cracker?

4. Where do they find a coin?

 (Pupils watch the video.)

T: - Are you ready to answer the questions?

Ps: - 1. British people celebrate Christmas on 25th December.

         2. Roast turkey is the most important dish on the table.

         3. People find a paper hat, a little present or a joke in a cracker.

         4. They find a coin in the Christmas pudding.
2. Matching and reading

T: - Take Card II, please. Your task is to find and match two parts of the sentence. There are 10 sentences in the card. Then you will read how British people celebrate Christmas Day.

1. People go home                                                         a) small presents, fruit and nuts.

2. Many churches                                                           b) with a coloured hat, small toy or joke in it.

3. People decorate their houses                                     c) with Christmas pudding.

4. People have a Christmas tree                                    d) with brightly coloured paper or holly.

5. People leave the presents                                          e) in the corner of the room.

6. Children leave a long sock or stocking                     f) to the United Kingdom.

7. Father Christmas brings                                            g) under the Christmas tree.

8. People have a big turkey dinner                                h) at the end of their bed on Christmas Eve.

9. People pull a cracker                                                  i) to be with their families on Christmas Day.                                                                                                                                                                             

10. The Queen delivers her traditional Christmas message         j) hold a carol service.

Key: 1-i, 2-j, 3-d, 4-e, 5-g, 6-h, 7-a, 8-c, 9-b, 10-f
3. Speaking

T: - Maybe, you have questions to our historians?

Nastia: - I have a question to our historians. Can you tell us why Christmas in Great Britain and Ukraine doesn’t coincide?

T: - A good question. Who will answer? Nazar, please.

Nazar: - Well, the answer on this question is simple. All the Christians celebrate the birth of Christ on 25th December. But Catholics, Protestants and some other Christian Churches use the Gregorian calendar, while the Greek (Orthodox) and Greek Catholic Churches use the Julian calendar. The difference between the Gregorian and the Julian calendars is 13 days. That’s why in Ukraine we celebrate Christmas 13 days later, on 7th January.

T: - Thanks a lot for your answer. 
4. Relaxation

T: - My dear, I have a surprise for you. Imagine that today is Christmas Day. You are at a big holiday table. Take a cracker, please. Pull it at each end. What is there inside of it? Natasha, what kind of present have you got?

Natasha: - I’ve got a toy-dog, a paper hat and a joke.

T: - Can you read the joke to us?
Natasha: - Yes, I can. (Pupils read their jokes.)
T: - Nice jokes, aren’t they? I can see all of you have got paper hats. Put them on your heads, please. Great! It’s a real holiday! Do you like this British tradition?

Ps: - Yes, we like it very much.
T: - You can take your presents with you. Would you like to have another surprise? I’ll do it with pleasure. There is a nice British tradition to bake mince pies at Christmas and put a coin inside of one of the pies. Take these nice mince pies. They are not hot but I hope they are very tasty, with jam inside of them. Please, break up the pies! Who has found a coin? Congratulations! It means you’ll be wealthy and happy during this year.

What about carols? Can you imagine Christmas without carols? As you know, some children go from door to door and recite or sing traditional Christmas carols. Listen to English children singing one of them called “Christmas Is Coming”. (Pupils listen to the song “Christmas is coming”.)

Christmas Is Coming

Christmas is coming,

The geese are getting fat,

Please, put a penny 

In the old man’s hat.

If you haven’t got a penny,

A ha’penny will do,

If you haven’t got a ha’penny,

Then God bless you.

Christmas is coming,

The season of good cheer,

Let’s all sing a carol for the brand-new year!

If you haven’t got a carol,

A jolly song will do,

If you haven’t got a jolly song,

God bless you.

Christmas time is here,

Happiness and cheer,

Fun for all that children

Call their favourite time of year.

Snowflakes in the air,

Carols everywhere,

Olden times and ancient rhymes

And  love and dreams to share.

T: - What a nice melody! I hope you liked it, too. My dear, and what about you? Are you ready to sing the carol “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”? Let’s sing it all together. Dear guests, sing with us, please! You can see the words on the screen. We have three pretty soloists Natasha, Dasha and Olena. (Pupils sing the song “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”.)
We Wish You a Merry Christmas

	 We wish you a Merry Christmas – 3

 And a Happy New Year!

1. Let’s all do a little clapping – 3

 And spread Christmas cheer.


	2. Let’s all do a little jumping – 3

And spread Christmas cheer.

3. 1. Let’s all do a little twirling – 3

And spread Christmas cheer.


New Year’s Day

1. Speaking

T: - New Year’s Day is our favourite festival in a year, isn’t it? At first, I’d like to acquaint you with the word ‘Hogmanay’ and you will know who the first footer is.

So, the Scottish word ‘Hogmanay’ means New Year’s Eve. Where does this word come from? Let’s ask our historians about it. Who will answer? Kate, please.

Kate: - As you know, New Year’s Eve is more important festival in Scotland than it is in England, and it even has a special name. It is not clear where the word ‘Hogmanay’ comes from, but it is connected with the provision of food and drink for all visitors to your home on 31st December.

T: - And what about the first footer? Who is he? Artem will tell us about this interesting tradition.

Artem: - It was believed that the first person to visit one’s house on New Year’s Day could bring good or bad luck. Therefore, people tried to arrange for the person of their own choice to be standing outside their houses ready to be let in the moment midnight had come. Usually a dark-complexioned man was chosen, and never a woman, for she would bring bad luck. The first footer was required to carry three articles.

(Somebody knocks at the door.)

Natasha: - Who’s there? Come in. Welcome, dear guest.

Mykyta: - Happy New Year!

Natasha: - The same to you. We are glad to see you.

Mykyta: - I’m glad to see you, too. I’ve brought a piece of coal to wish you warmth, a piece of bread to wish you food, and a silver coin to wish you wealth.

Natasha: - Thank you very much. You’ve brought good luck to us.
T: - So, we’ve met a first footer. He is a man. It’s a good sign, isn’t it? 

There is another nice tradition at New Year’s Night. Which one? Sasha, please.

Sasha: - At midnight on 31st December British people celebrate the coming of the new year by holding hands in a large circle and singing the song “For Auld Lang Syne” written by the most famous Scotland’s poet Robert Burns. “For Auld Lang Syne” means ‘in memory of past times’. It is about the old days and friendship between the people.

2. Singing
T: - We know this song and can sing it. Stand up, please. Cross your arms, join your hands. Dear guests, you can sing with us.

(Pupils sing the song ‘For Auld Lang Syne’.)

For Auld Lang Syne

	Should old acquaintance be forgot,

And never brought to mind?

Should old acquaintance be forgot,

For auld lang syne?

CHORUS:

For auld lang syne, my jo,

For auld lang syne,


	We’ll take a cup o’kindness yet,

For auld lang syne.

And surely you’ll be your pint stowp!

And surely I’ll be mine!

And we’ll take a cup o’kindness yet,

For auld lang syne.




T: - Thank you for your singing. Good for you.

May Day

1. Speaking

T: - The last festival we’ll speak today about is May Day. This beautiful springtime festival is observed in every nation, each according to its own customs and traditions. In most countries on May 1st a new life begins for both nature and man. How was May Day celebrated in old England? Let’s listen to Dasha.

Dasha: - In old England young people celebrated this day with flowers, dancing and games on the village green. On the first Sunday of May a maypole was put up. People decorated it with flowers. In later times ribbons of different colours were tied to the maypole. They were held by the dancers.

On that day the girls of the village wore their best summer dresses, put flowers in their hair and waited with great interest for the May Queen. The most beautiful girl was crowned as the May Queen. Her crown was made of beautiful flowers. Then there was dancing and games. Morris men danced all day long waving their white handkerchiefs to drive away the evil spirits and welcome in the new ones.
2. Watching the video

T: - Thank you, Dasha. This tradition has the pagan origin. And what about nowadays? Let’s watch the video.
(Pupils watch the video.)

T: - Tell me, please, is this nice ancient tradition alive nowadays?

Ps: - Yes, we can see that this nice tradition is alive nowadays.

T: - It’s wonderful, isn’t it?
Ps: - Yes, it is.

III. Summing-up. Home assignment

 T: - At the conclusion of the lesson I offer a crossword to you. Look at it, please. There are 8 words in this crossword.
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1. People light it on Guy Fawkes’ Night.                           

2. The first footer brings it to wish food.

3. He wrote the words of the traditional New Year’s song.

4. It is the most important Christmas dish.

5. What kind of dance do men perform on May Day?

6. Which spirits do the Morris men drive away?

7. It’s a Scottish name of New Year’s Eve.

8. People put it up on May Day.

T: - What is the main word in the crossword?

Ps: - The main word in the crossword is ‘festival’.

T: - You are right. It was the subject of our lesson. My dear, our lesson came up to the end. Did you like it? I think it’s always interesting to discover some interesting facts about Great Britain, isn’t it? Thank you for your stories and good answers. Thanks a lot to our historians for their educational information. (Pupils get marks.)
Your home task is to write about one of the Ukrainian festivals.

The lesson is over. Good-buy, children.

