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                                                Writing skills practice                                                             

                       Yuna’s Іmportant Day

Topic

Writing a short story

Aims

• To develop writing skills in the context of writing a short story

• To develop the ability to identify and use narrative tenses when writing

• To develop the ability to work co-operatively in pairs or in a small group

Age group

Teenagers 

Level

B2

Time

One hour 10 minutes

Materials

1. Worksheet 1 
2. Answer key for Worksheet 1

3. Worksheet 2

                                                                     Procedure

1. Preparation (8 minutes)

• Put students into pairs or groups of three. They can do all the activities in these groups. Students should be encouraged to speak as much English as possible when they discuss the answers to the exercises and plan their short stories.

• Give each group a copy of the first page of worksheet 1.

• Students read the story at the bottom of the page then work together to answer the six true/false sentences in the exercise entitled “Preparation”.

• When students have finished, check the answers to this exercise using the answer key.

• Answer any questions your students may have about this exercise.

2. Check your understanding: multiple choice (5 minutes)

• Give your students page 2 of worksheet 1. Students work together and read the story again then circle the correct answers in Exercise 1 entitled “Check your understanding: multiple choice”.

• When students have finished, check the answers to this exercise using the answer key.

• Answer any questions your students may have about this exercise.

3. Check your writing: matching – tenses (5 minutes)

• Ask your students to complete Exercise 2 on the bottom half of page 2 entitled “Check your writing: matching – tenses”.

• When students have finished, check the answers to this exercise using the answer key.

• Answer any questions your students may have about this exercise.

4. Check your writing: gap fill – tenses (5 minutes)

• Ask your students to do Exercise 3 on page 3 of worksheet 1.

• When students have finished, check the answers to this exercise using the answer key.

• Answer any questions your students may have about this exercise.

5. Writing a story – planning stage (12 minutes)

• Give each group or pair a copy of worksheet 2. Tell your students they are going to write a short story of between 120 -180 words in length in their pairs or groups. The story must begin with the following sentence: “While Yuna was having breakfast, she knew that this was going to be a very important day in her life.”

• Explain that a good story should be well planned. Ask students to plan their stories by discussing questions 1 – 6 on worksheet 2

• While students discuss their ideas you should circulate giving support to the groups and helping provide ideas if necessary.

• After 10 minutes, ask some groups to explain their ideas to the rest of the class.

6. Writing the story (25 minutes)

• Ask students to begin writing their stories and tell them they should finish in 25 minutes.

7. Students read each other’s stories (10 minutes)

• As groups finish their stories, let students read each other’s work and ask them if they understand and like the stories of other groups.

8. Follow up and feedback

• In the following lesson, you could copy some of the best stories and give them to the whole class to read. Students could work in small groups and decide what mark they would give each story (5 = excellent, 4 = good, 3 = pass, 2 = narrow fail and 1 = fail). Students should justify their marks by commenting on the content of the story, organization and range and accuracy of language.
Answers to A story – exercises 
1.Preparation 
1. True 

2. False 

3. True 

4. True 

5. False 

6. True 

1. Check your understanding: multiple choice 
1. tired and a bit anxious 

2. well prepared 

3. on the bus 

4. lent him some money 

5. easy 

6. cake 

2. Check your writing: matching – tenses 
1. c 

2. e 

3. d 

4. b 

5. a 

3. Check your writing: gap fill – tenses 
1. had been walking 

2. went 

3. had locked 

4. was travelling 

5. was raining 

6. had warned 

7. were getting 

8. had been training 

                                                            Worksheet 1
 A story – exercises 
Look at the short story and do the exercises to improve your writing skills. 
1.PREPARATION 
Circle True or False for these sentences. 

1. You should divide your story into clear paragraphs. 

True 
False 
2. In English, we normally write stories using present tenses. 
True 
False 
3. It's a good idea to use direct speech ('Go away!') to make your story more interesting. 

True 
False 
4. When characters in the story speak, you should use inverted commas ('......'). 

True 
False 
5.You shouldn't use humour in a story. 

True 
False 
6. The reader of your story will enjoy a surprising or funny ending. 

True 
False
[image: image1.jpg]Exam question
Write a story with the title ‘The English Exam’. You should use a variety
of tenses and your story must be between 180 and 220 words.

The English Exam

at 7:00 am. He had beei chitting
with a friend on the computer until nearly midnight
the previous night suhqu[tz tived but
also rather nervous because this was the day of an
important English exam at school. Dimitri had been
studying very hard for this exam for the previous

two weeks so he thought he had a good chance of
passing it.

While Dimitri was travelling to school on the bus, he
remembered that he had forgotten to take his wallet
with him so he didn't have any money to buy lunch.
Just after this, his friend Lucas got on the bus.

‘Sure, no problem, replied Lucas. ‘Here you go. Top Tips for writing

The two boys did the English exam. While they were L. Your-staryshould have cleai Begining.
. middle and end.
having lunch,
Lucas swiled and picked up 2. Use clear paragraphs.
the slice of chocolate cake that he was eating.
3. Use a variety of norrafive fenses.

‘It was so easy! It was a piece of cake!’ said Lucas,
smiling.




2. CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING: MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Circle the best word to complete these sentences. 

1. When Dimitri woke up he felt annoyed with his friend / tired and a bit anxious. 

2. He thought he was unprepared / well prepared for the exam. 

3. Dimitri realised he didn't have his wallet when he was on the bus / in the exam. 

4. His friend Lucas lent him some money / bought him lunch. 

5. Lucas thought the exam was easy / difficult. 

6. If you want to say something is easy in English, you can say it is 'a piece of cake / bread ’. 

3. CHECK YOUR WRITING: MATCHING – TENSES 
Match the example sentence with the purpose (and tense). 

Example sentences 
 
1.The sun was shining and the birds were singing
2 I was having a shower when she called
3.I saw that film last week. 
4.I had been waiting for nearly an hour when he finally arrived
5.She had seen that boy somewhere before....    

Purposes and tenses        
 a. a completed action before a time in the past (Past perfect) 
b. something that started and continued until a time in the past (Past perfect continuous) 
c. setting the scene (Past continuous) 
d. a finished action at a specific time in the past (Past simple) 
e. an action that was in progress when there was an interruption (Past continuous and past simple) 
4. CHECK YOUR WRITING: GAP FILL – TENSES 
Complete the sentences with the correct tense of the verb in brackets. Write one, two or three words. 

1. We decided to stop and rest our legs as we _______________ (walk) all day. 

2. After breakfast, Tim _______________ (go) down to the garden to get some fresh air. 

3. I tried to open the door but someone _______________ (lock) it from the inside. 

4. I _______________ (travel) in Italy when I first met her. 

5. It _______________ (rain) softly and people were starting to put up their umbrellas. 

6. He looked again at the open door and the old, half-broken steps. His mother _______________ (warn) him not to go near that house, but it fascinated him. 

7. ‘Come in out of the rain!’ Dad said. While we _______________ (get) dry and chatting about the evening's events, Dad made hot chocolate. 

8. She was really excited about the race. She _______________ (train) for weeks, and she knew she was ready. 

Worksheet 2
5.YOU ARE GOING TO WRITE A SHORT STORY of between 120 -180 words in length. The story must begin with the following sentence:“While Yuna was having breakfast, she knew that this was going to be a very important day in her life.”
                Plan your story by discussing the following questions:
1. How old is Yuna and where does she live? Are there any other characters in this story?
2. Why is Yuna’s day so important? Is she going to take part in a competition, get married, take an exam, meet somebody or do something else?
3. Will Yuna or any other character speak in your story?
4. What had Yuna been doing before the first sentence of this story? What tense or tenses will

you use when you write about this?

5. How will the story continue after the first sentence?

6. How many paragraphs will your story have?

Now write your story. Make sure your story has between 120 – 180 words.
