Film Reviews – Lesson Plan.

Level: B2
Target skill: vocabulary
Other skills involved: reading, listening, speaking.

Film reviews are one of the most popular topics and this is exactly what we were dealing with over the last week. When you are going to read a new book or go to the movies, how to find out about whether it is well worth seeing (reading) or it’s just a waste of time. We read a review.


What do you think a film review is? Where would you find a film review?

Do you always read film reviews before watching a new film?


How many parts should a good review consist of? 


Our activity today is based on a film review as a studying model which presents new words. So our main aim is struggling with vocabulary acquisition. You’ve got handouts with necessary new words, word combinations and some sentences. Try to use them in your speech. Try to find them in the review.

 
1.   A lead-in activity. Go quickly through some vocabulary that students will need to know in order to understand the ideas and opinions expressed in the film review.
       We have already discussed some films. What are they?

       What films do you like or dislike?

Feifei
I love romcoms, Neil! 'Romcom' is a word which takes the first two halves of the words 'romantic' and 'comedy'. And what about you, Neil, what sort of movies do you like the most? 

Neil
Well, I can't resist a 'whodunnit'. 'Whodunnit' is short for 'who has done it'. The point of these films is for the audience to try to guess who committed a serious crime – usually murder.

Feifei
Ah, you like detective movies! In a 'whodunnit' you can try to beat the detective and work out who committed the crime. That's the fun of it! Sherlock Holmes is a perfect example. 

Neil  And... there's one more. See if you can guess this one now Feifei: 'Hello. I'm a robot sent from the future to prevent war and destruction!' 

Feifei
A sci-fi movie! 'Sci-fi is a word which takes the first two halves of the words 'science' and 'fiction.' These films usually feature robots, aliens and inventions from the future. I love sci-fi too. But sometimes it's scary!

 
Do you like crimes or thrillers?
               Do you like musicals?
Have you ever thought about that? Detective stories, murder mysteries, legal thrillers—these are among the most popular genres in literature, but have you ever thought about why people like them so much. People love puzzles. Detective stories are really a game, a puzzle to solve. People are puzzles. It’s often difficult to understand why people do the things they do. Detective stories give us a glimpse into people we would never get in real life. We get to team up with fascinating people like the genius Sherlock Holmes, the likable Hardy Boys, the aristocratic Hercule Poirot, the hardnosed NYPD, and my most recent favorite, the carnie Patrick Jane. 

What is dystopia?
Dystopia is an interesting play on the word utopia that was probably first used in the 19th century. Over time, it has generally come to mean fictional societies where the condition of life is unbearable or miserable; however, it may also mean fictional societies where economic quality of life is improved at the expense of losing basic liberties, such as the decision of when to fall in love or the loss of free speech. There are many fictional representations of the dystopia in literature, comic books, graphic novels, and films, and they continue to capture the imagination of people.

· (the idea of) a society in which people do not work well with each other and are not happy
· A dystopia is a society that is characterized as frightening and undesirable. Dystopias are frequently depicted in stories and novels set in the future, and are the defining settings within the dystopian fiction category.

Dystopian fiction typically features extreme forms of poverty, injustice, suffering, oppression and other types of dysfunction and may be set in the aftermath of natural or man-made disasters.

Often the aim of dystopian fiction is to illustrate the author's take on how certain issues that exist in the real world might develop in the future. Fictional dystopias may therefore represent exaggerations of the real world.

Many works of fiction combine depictions of dystopia and utopia to explore how societies could evolve if different choices were made. Dystopian fiction is usually categorized as part of the broader genre of science fiction or speculative fiction.
When filmmakers and movie critics refer to a film genre, they generally mean a specific style or subject matter. While a movie may have elements of a number of different genres, it is often classified under a single genre for reference purposes. 
 Movie genres are usually combined to create the different aspect of a film. One genre may describe the movie's plot (romantic), one genre may describe the time period or setting (western), and another may describe the overall tone of the movie (comedy or drama)

               Action horror - uses the paradigms of a evil force or event with the paradigms of an action film such as dramatic fights, gunfights and out of control chases and usually contains gore.

              In the drama genre films the sincere stories of people’s real life situations are presented. These films depict the intense life issues of humans and deal with the social problems. The themes in these films include the life struggles, inner conflicts, relational and emotional stresses, and various other dramatic plots.

What  is one of the most favourite film genres. 

Action adventure films always make headlines with their ticket sales and box office records! These films usually involve so many high energy fights, chases, conquests, explorations and stunts enthralling the audiences. The story usually revolves around a good guy who is trying to take down a bad guy in his pursuit of unknown. If a theme or dramatic back story imbues the action then the film will be more successful
   action horror - uses the paradigms of a evil force or event with the paradigms of an action film such as dramatic fights, gunfights and out of control chases and usually contains gore.

In the drama genre films the sincere stories of people’s real life situations are presented. These films depict the intense life issues of humans and deal with the social problems. The themes in these films include the life struggles, inner conflicts, relational and emotional stresses, and various other dramatic plots.

2. Hand out the graphic organizers and allow your students a couple of minutes to look at them.

*Students can be working individually or in groups of up to four.* 
Ask the students to figure out what information they need to get from the trailer in order to fill in the graphic organizers (the aspects of the movie mentioned in the review; the strengths and weaknesses of the film).

Ask the students to predict possible answers.

3. Let the students watch the review.

4. Let the students watch the review in parts filling in the gaps with the appropriate word(s). Rewind the video if your students need to listen to the except again in order to fill in the gaps. The questions embedded in the video are multiple choice questions.


5. Let the students read the transcript of the film review.

Ask your students the following questions:

What information is included in this review? 
How this information is structured? 
Give the students the rhetorical structure of an oral film review handout. Working individually or in groups, students need to write the number of the paragraph (1, 2 or 3) in which they can find the information about each of the aspects of the movie and the parts of a review (the cast, the plot, recommendation, etc.)

Can it boast a star-studded cast?
What about a supporting cast?

What interesting is there in the plot?

Why does a main heroine survive?

What appeal you to this film?
7. As a post-activity ask the students to prepare a film review at home and either to record themselves or to be ready to present their film  review next class. Once again students can work alone or in groups. Encourage the students to use the new vocabulary and phrases in their own film review (assign extra points for each of the new words used or a lump-sum extra point).

Hope you enjoyed it and will find it of you.
Please, share your comments, ideas and suggestions. As always, they are always highly appreciated.

e.g.  The film has dark moments but I think that is what makes it more likeable. Life isn’t always happy and this film takes that on board.

I could easily recommend this film, certainly as one of the better films to come out in recent times!
Handout1

We can see that learning English and film watching can go hand in hand.

The first in a trilogy of adaptations from Suzanne Collins' widely popular and critically acclaimed box series of the same name, this science -fiction action drama directed by Gary Ross was released on March 23rd, quickly grossing over $150 million dollars on opening weekend, the most ever for a non-sequel.

The film stars Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson as a pair of so-called "star-crossed lover" teenagers who live in a poor district of a dystopian nation-state set sometime in the distant future that's ruled by wealthy individuals in the capitol. After a great deal of exposition and shaky-camera fanfare, the titular "Hunger Games" are set into motion following a lottery drawing that selects our heroes as two lucky "tributes", forced to fight to the death against 22 other teenagers for reasons only poorly, and quickly explained. But first, they're literally paraded around to the world, giving the nation more time to place their bets on who might win.

Elizabeth Banks, Woody Harrelson, Stanely Tucci, Lenny Kravitz, and Donald Sutherland round out the supporting cast, which despite lending a great deal of wisdom and credibility to the script, are mostly wasted in their smaller roles. I say mostly, because Tucci's scene-chewing role as The Hunger Games TV-host was a fun and memorable one -it's not often we get to see an accomplished Oscar-nominated actor wearing ridiculous outfits and sporting a giant blue hair-do.

Borrowing heavily from stories of yesteryear like "The Most Dangerous Game", "Lord Of The Flies", and even "The Running Man", the focal-point of this picture is the gladiator-style no-holds-barred competition amongst 24 teenagers, apparently broadcast live on televisions across the nation. Inherently, the reasons behind why such a competition exists is what makes this story fascinating, and interesting -unfortunately, though, the film adaptation does little to explain anything that happens. Instead, watching kids murder each other for the 74th-consecutive year in a row for a supposed "sacrifice" is treated with merely cursory emotions, the audience forced to simply accept that these barbaric rituals not only make sense, but serve as universally accepted entertainment in a post-apocalyptic environment.

While none of the acting here is unbelievable, I was definitely expecting more from new-comer Lawrence who was amazingly impressive in last year's Academy-nominated "Winter's Bone", on-screen here for nearly the entire 142 minute runtime, rarely does she exhibit anything close to that earlier performance. Based on the best-selling novel that relies heavily on gruesome violence and the struggles of surviving in the wilderness, never once does this PG-13 film adaptation come close to satisfying these more R-rated themes, leaving the movie feeling like a watered-down basic-cable edit of a much more ambitious film. Far too much time here is spent developing the concept, and the run-up to the "games", and very little is spent developing any of the other teenager gladiators, all of whom die one-by-one without so much as a mild reaction from the audience, or their co-stars.

While it's easy to consult the book for these missing developments and backstory, it is important, no, essentially -that as an honest and accurate film review, one must ignore all outside medium, and judge this picture solely on the merits contained within. If "The Hunger Games" is required reading to truly appreciate, and grasp the importance of its film-adaptation, then such a film hasn't actually accomplished its goal effectively, has it?


Besides meaningful characters, a well-paced script, or a satisfactory back-story, the other thing sorely missing from this movie is a sense of scope. We're repeatedly told these games are a national phenomenon, but the true celebrity status of the contestants is very difficult to appreciate when you're forced to imagine it entirely for yourself.

Couple that with an overused and downright motion-sickness-inducing camera and editing style early in the movie, and what you're left with is a very interesting concept that's rather haphazardly executed. Younger audience, and fans of the book will find plenty to enjoy here though, as the script stays decently faithful to its source-material, especially given the restrictions of the shorter format, and PG-13 rating. An intriguing look at a twisted future-society, fun action sequences, and a simple romance sub-plot will keep this movie interesting, but is it decidedly a far-cry from the "masterpiece" blockbuster many fan-girls are touting it is.  "The Hunger Games", "Exciting and enjoyable, but unimpressive". Now that you've heard my review, let's check out some of yours in the YouTube comments.

Here's the Rate-O-Matic for "The Hunger Games"... a SIX and a NINE. Those of you who hadn't read the original book really enjoyed this film for its action, the story, and the main characters - and those that were familiar with Collins' novel loved it even more, citing it as a decently faithful adaptation. Your scores averaged to an "Awesome". I liked this movie, and it was a fun way to spend two hours... but given the level of hype it received, I was positively underwhelmed by the been-there-done-there treatment of the murder-as-entertainment focus. And the violently fast camera and editing work really made this movie painful, and confusing to watch at times. I thought it was good though.
E.g. 
Well, let me tell you that I read the Hunger Games series before it was cool. I know, I know, all the kids are saying that but for real I did. Honest I did. In fact, I remember getting the third and final book, Mockingjay, for Christmas one year in the 7th grade. And while critics and the common folk alike continuously lambasted Mockingjay as the worst in the series, I thought it wasn’t half bad. However, upon seeing Francis Lawrence’s The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 I’d have to say that this was by far the worst film out of the bunch.


Now that’s not to say that it was bad. In fact I had quite an enjoyable time watching this movie (though maybe it’s the 50 foot screen and plush leather armchair talking). However, the consistent tradeoff of politicking for action, and especially action that has been so central to the franchise from Day 1, could not help but be missed, and thus hurt the film’s overall cohesiveness.


It starts with our protagonist, Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence), waking from a coma-like haze, wandering in on fellow Victor Finnick Odair (Sam Claflin) speaking rapidly about how the Capitol has taken their loved ones, namely Katniss’ Peeta (Josh Hutcherson) and Finnick’s Annie Cretsa (Stef Dawson). Katniss is then led to see the President of District 13 (where she and the other Victors from the 75th Hunger Games have been rescued) Alma Coin (Julianne Moore). Former Head Gamemaker Pultarch Heavensbee (Philip Seymour Hoffman) is there too. They tell Katniss that they need her to be a symbol of the rebellion that has now risen up in several districts in Panem, rebellion that District 13 is sponsoring. Disgusted at the fact however that Peeta was not also saved, Katniss refuses. It takes subsequent persuasion from Katniss’ sister Prim (Willow Shields) and a past friend from District 12, Gale Hawthorne (Liam Hemsworth) before Katniss agrees to be a part of District 13’s propaganda and become the symbol of the rebellion. However, using Katniss effectively in over-the-air patriotic broadcasts proves tougher than expected, and as a result Katniss ventures into the field once or twice in order to capture authentic moments of her among the people.


As I stated before, while there are some good action scenes, by and large this movie is meetings, talks, and political moves and countermoves. While the director makes a great amount of suspense from what mostly amounts to fluff, I could not help but feel that this installment of The Hunger Games lacked a certain kind of raw, emotional, and physical edge that the other movies possessed. Aside from the one sequence in which Katniss shoots down a futuristic air carrier with a bow and arrow on steroids (the same scene that’s been heavily publicized in the movie’s trailer) this film lacked any true action. That action which did partially exist did so by proxy, with the audience stuck in District 13, receiving information at the same slow rate that Katniss does.


Overall, while this flick probably doesn’t even touch my top 40 favorite movies, it is still a worthwhile film, even if it is only seen for continuity’s sake. Strong performances provided by Jennifer Lawrence, Hutcherson, and Hemsworth lead to this film being good, but not quite meeting the already storied franchise’s high expectations.

“The Hunger Games,” based on the best-selling book series, is an amazing adaptation that will surely satisfy everyone.

In case you've been living under a rock, I'll summarize the plot: The story takes place in the post-apocalyptic future in the nation of Panem, which contains a large and wealthy city called the Capitol, and is surrounded by 12 less fortunate districts. Ever year, the Capitol hosts a televised event called the Hunger Games, where one boy and one girl from each district are chosen by lottery and forced to fight to the death in an arena until only one victorious “tribute” remains.

When the protagonist, Katniss Everdeen, learns that her sister has been selected to participate in the 74th Hunger Games, she volunteers to take her place to spare her life. Peeta Mellark is the other tribute chosen from District 12. While they are training and preparing for the games, Katniss learns that Peeta has loved her for a long time. So when it is finally time for them to enter the arena, Katniss has to decide between love and survival.

Jennifer Lawrence, who plays Katniss, is amazing. In my opinion, she gives Katniss a passion and emotion that no other actress could have done better. When one of her allies dies, she does a great job portraying her sadness. Throughout, Lawrence displays a lot through her body language so we can clearly see her feelings as she sprints through the forest during the Hunger Games.

Josh Hutcherson, who plays Peeta, is just as delightful to watch. He displays physical fitness as he fights, and shows his love for Katniss with amazing emotion. When Peeta tells Katniss how he feels about her, you can feel the chemistry between them.

Overall, “The Hunger Games” is one of the best films I have seen. The storyline is interesting and believable, and all the actors show the perfect amount of emotion. I would recommend this movie to anyone. It doesn't matter whether you love science fiction or romance, since this movie has everything.
Handout 2

	Trilogy
	Трилогия

	Adaptation
	Адаптация (например, фильм по книге)

	Dystopia
	Антиутопия

	Exposition
	Экспозиция, завязка

	Tribute
	Жертва, которую выбирают для участия в «Голодных Играх»

	Focal-point
	Фокусная точка

	Best-selling novel
	Роман-бестселлер

	Backstory
	Предыстория

	Sense of scope
	Чувство целостности

	Verbs

	To star
	Сниматься

	To round out
	Округлять, совершенствовать

	To place the bets
	Делать ставки

	To borrow heavily from
	Заимствовать в значительной степени из

	To be treated with some emotions
	Относятся к чему-то с какими-то эмоциями

	To be based on
	Основываться

	To be amazingly impressive
	Быть невероятно впечатляющим

	Couple that
	Прибавьте к этому

	Adjectives

	Supporting cast
	Вспомогательный состав, актеры второго плана

	Scene-chewing role
	Переигранная, наигранная роль

	Yesteryear
	Прошлогодний

	No-holds-barred
	Без ограничений

	Star-crossed lovers
	Под несчастливой звездой (несчастливые влюбленные)

	Accomplished Oscar-nominated actor
	Состоявшийся (искусный), номинированный на Оскар актер

	Post-apocalyptic environment
	Постапокалиптическая среда

	Universally accepted entertainment
	Всемирно признанное развлечение

	Well-paced script
	Хорошо развивающийся сценарий

	Meaningful characters
	Значимые персонажи

	Motion-sickness-inducing camera
	Вызывающая укачивание работа оператора

	Adverbs

	Critically acclaimed
	Признанный критиками

	Inherently
	По существу, от природы

	At times
	Иногда

	Phrases

	To exhibit something close to earlier performance
	Играть приблизительно так же, как в предыдущих   ролях

	The film feels like a watered-down edit of a much more ambitious film
	Фильм похож на разбавленный водой монтаж более амбициозного фильма

	To judge a picture solely on the merits contained within it
	Судить о фильме, основываясь исключительно на достоинствах этого фильма

	Something that is sorely missing from the movie is (idea)
	Чего-то не хватает в фильме (идеи)

	Something is haphazardly executed (concept, the main message)
	Что-то бессистемно реализуется (идея, главное послание)

	Something is a far-cry from masterpiece (the work of a cameraman, film)
	Что-то совсем далекое от шедевра (работа оператора, фильм)


	Low-budget
	Малобюджетный

	Box-office hit
	Кассовый хит

	A flop
	Фильм-провал

	
	

	Silent
	Немой фильм

	Well-dubbed
	Хорошо дублированный

	With subtitles
	С субтитрами

	Flashback story
	История в воспоминаниях (например, «Зеленая Миля»)

	Adjectives about films

	Jaw-dropping
	Потрясающий (дословно – такой, что челюсть отваливается)

	Breathtaking
	Захватывающий дух

	Action packed
	Наполненный действиями

	Hair-raising
	Страшный (дословно – такой, что волосы встают дыбом)

	Tearjerker
	Душещипательный (дословно – слезоточивый)

	Spine-tingling
	Берущий за живое (дословно – такой, что испытываешь покалывание в позвоночнике)

	Eye-opening
	Поучительный (дословно – открывающий глаза на что-то)

	Thought-provoking
	Заставляющий думать

	Awe-inspiring
	Внушающий благоговение


Также я хочу привести сводную таблицу, в которой указаны прилагательные, описывающие положительные и отрицательные аспекты фильмов:

	Additional description

	About…
	Positive
	                    Negative

	Characters
(главные герои)
	Believable (правдоподобные)
Likeable (симпатичные)
	Shallow (поверхностные)
Unconvincing (неубедительные)

	Special effects
(спецэффекты)
	Stunning (ошеломляющие)
Impressive (впечатляющие)
	Cheap (дешевые)
Laughable (смехотворные)
Poor (убогие)
Amateurish (дилетантские)

	Photography
(работа оператора)
	Outstanding (выдающаяся)
Remarkable (замечательная)
	Meaningless (бессмысленная)

	Music
(музыка)
	Profound (проникновенная)
	Unimaginative (лишенная воображения)
Clich?d (клише)

	Plot
(сюжет)
	Has a surprising twist (имеет неожиданный поворот сюжета)
	Weak (слабый)
Appalling (ужасный)
Incoherent (бессвязный)
Mediocre (посредственный)

	Film
(фильм)
	Moving (вдохновляющий)
Entertaining (развлекательный)
Hilarious (смешной)
Amusing (забавный)
Exciting (захватывающий)
Informative (информативный)
Realistic (реалистичный)
Gripping (захватывающий)
Absorbing (увлекательный)
Believable (правдоподобный)
	Overcomplicated (слишком сложный)
Predictable (предсказуемый)
Confusing (запутывающий)
Depressing (депрессивный)
Humorless (без юмора)
Slow-moving (вялотекущий)
Far-fetched (надуманный)


Общие фразы для описания фильмов. A film can…

· boast a star-studded cast – похвастать звездным коллективом;

· explore (dare to tackle) many issues – исследовать (осмелиться решить) многие проблемы;

· do a commendable job translating the book to the screen – делать похвальную работу по адаптации (переводу) книги на экран;

· deal with controversial issues – иметь дело с противоречивыми проблемами;

· be a true classic of the silver screen – быть настоящей классикой киноэкрана;

· eclipse all preceding – затмить всех предшествующих;

· trigger a great deal of heated debates – вызвать много жарких дебатов;

· win universal approval – завоевывать всеобщее одобрение;

· bombard the viewer with scenes of suffering, upsetting or misleading information – «закидывать» зрителя сценами страданий, расстраивающей или неверной информацией.

Хотите порекомендовать фильм к просмотру или книгу к прочтению? Давайте сделаем это так:

· The interesting facts offered in this book/film make it stand out – интересные факты, представленные в фильме/книге, выделяют ее среди других.

· Don’t miss it – не пропусти.

· It will change the way you think – она поменяет ход ваших мыслей.

· It is well worth seeing/reading – стОит того, чтобы его посмотрели/прочитали.

· It is a masterpiece of its kind – это классический шедевр своего рода.

· It succeeds in… – преуспел в…

· It is highly entertaining read – очень развлекательное чтиво
Handout 3

A series of related events that make up the main story in a book, film etc.

· [image: image1.wmf]Plot

· [image: image2.wmf]Cloth

· [image: image3.wmf]Sword

Задание 2. 

A part of a book, film, or play that tells you what happened during an earlier time.

· [image: image4.wmf]Action-packed

· [image: image5.wmf]Well-dubbed

· [image: image6.wmf]Flashback

Задание 3. 

When a play, film, or new product aren’t successful.

· [image: image7.wmf]Top

· [image: image8.wmf]Flop

· [image: image9.wmf]Sloth

Задание 4. 

Books and films about imaginary future events and characters, often dealing with space travel and life on other planets.

· [image: image10.wmf]Western

· [image: image11.wmf]Thriller

· [image: image12.wmf]Science fiction

Задание 5. 

The most exciting or important moment in a story, event, or situation, usually near the end.

· [image: image13.wmf]Climax

· [image: image14.wmf]Climate

· [image: image15.wmf]Clinic 

Задание 6. 

A sad film or story that makes you cry.

· [image: image16.wmf]Tearjerker

· [image: image17.wmf]Teardrop

· [image: image18.wmf]Eye-opening

Задание 7. 

A translation of what people are saying in a foreign language film or television programme.

· [image: image19.wmf]Subtitles

· [image: image20.wmf]Substitute

· [image: image21.wmf]Subway

Задание 8. 

A film genre in which one or more heroes are involved in a series of challenges that typically include fight scenes, violence, and frantic chases.

· [image: image22.wmf]Action

· [image: image23.wmf]Drama

· [image: image24.wmf]Musical 

Задание 9. 

All the performers in a film or play.

· [image: image25.wmf]Cast

· [image: image26.wmf]Stars

· [image: image27.wmf]Flops

Задание 10. 

An excellent painting, book, piece of music etc, or the best work of art that aparticular artist, writer, musician has ever produced.

· [image: image28.wmf]Plot

· [image: image29.wmf]Masterpiece

· [image: image30.wmf]Script

e.g.
Never stop running, always be alert, bring back hope. Those are three things Thomas learned when he woke up in a dark box with no memories whatsoever. He was greeted with fifty heads staring down at him when the metal box he was in opened. Later, he learned that they were in some kind of huge maze as an experiment to find a cure for a mutated virus. Unexpectedly, a  day after Thomas comes to the maze, another person arrives. Two people came a day apart when usually one person comes a month. It was also a girl. The first girl thats ever been in the maze. And that alone changes everything.

The full cast is absolutely flawless. Dylan O’brien as the main character, Thomas, is a great choice. Dylan O’brien is the perfect Thomas because he’s everything the book said he was, Brave, smart, and sarcastic. At some points in the movie he made me smile or laugh, but he could also be totally serious at the times when he needed to be. Kaya Scodelario plays Teresa in the movie. She’s a great actress and plays her character perfectly. She made me laugh a lot because of her snarky attitude. Will Poulter is actually a really nice guy in real life, but he plays a mean person, named Gally, in the movie. From the moment Thomas arrives in the maze,they don’t get along. Within the first few days they had gotten into a fight that just makes them hate each other even more. Which to me spices the movie up quite a bit.


The director of The Maze Runner, Wes Ball, made the three hundred eighty-six page novel into a one hour and fifty three minute movie that came out on September 19, 2014. It made $32.5 million by the third day it was out, almost exceeding its $34 million production budget. By January 1, 2015, a little over three months since its release date, the movie has made more than $102 million. In the first week The Maze Runner was out in theaters it was ranked number one in sales. The Maze Runner: Scorch Trials is scheduled to come out in theaters approximately a year after The Maze Runner on September 18, 2015.


All in all I think The Maze Runner is one of the best movies I’ve ever seen, absolutely spectacular. I was kept on the edge of my seat throughout the whole length of the movie. The storyline was spectacular, audio and visual was awesome, and the props were spot on. I almost always like reading the book over watching the movie, but with The Maze Runner I’m leaning more towards the movie. As I watched the movie I found that when I was reading the book I pictured a lot of things to look so much differently than they did in the movie, definitely in a good way. The movie made me understand the book better. And it just baffles me how the author of The Maze Runner, James Dashner, could even think of half the things in the book, and even more so that Wes Ball could make his wild thoughts into a movie. Everything about it was so fresh and original and I definitely wouldn’t hesitate to buy a movie ticket to watch it again.

Stirring all the great fairy tale stories into one grand musical event, Into the Woods follows their stories and as they slowly—and often hilariously—intertwine. Due to a once gorgeous Witch’s curse, the Baker and the Baker’s Wife are cursed to be without child. But she offers them a chance to redeem the curse, if they gather the right ingredients: a cow “as white as milk,” a slipper “as pure as gold,” a cape “as red as blood,” and the hair “as gold as corn.” Needless to say, soon the likes of Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding Hood, and Rapunzel get pulled into the chaos. They end up testifying how far they will go to make their wish come true—and if they can face the consequences.

With an all-star—and singing—cast that includes Meryl Streep (August: Osage County), Anna Kendrick (Pitch Perfect), James Corden (Gavin & Stacey), Emily Blunt (Edge of Tomorrow), Chris Pine (Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit), Johnny Depp (Pirates of the Caribbean), and shining newcomers Lilla Crawford (Annie) and Daniel Huttlestone (Les Miserables), the Broadway show comes to life in a brand new reinvention of the classic. Spectacular music and lyrics come from Steven Soundheim, and Rob Marshall (Chicago) heads as director of the film.

This film is nothing if not warm; warm, and full of life. Filled with immediately lovable (and recognizable) characters, such as Cinderella and her hilariously horrid stepmother and stepsisters, Into the Woods brings a much-needed twist to the age-old industry of fairy tale telling. What also impressed me about this film was that though it was produced by Disney, it was brave enough to stray slightly from the all-out tradition of past movies. Fates from the original tales were made evident, yet impressively keeping to the ever-weaving path of Stephen Soundheim and James Lapine’s retelling. And, in many ways, it makes it all the more special.

Speaking of Soundheim: his music is one of the defining reasons this cinematic occasion is not to be missed. Dynamic, ridiculously clever in its rhyme, and simply sweet to listen to, it soars in flight and brings dimension like nothing else in the movie. It is often filled with the personal thoughts of the characters you thought you knew in moments of doubt, darkness, or decision, and other times becomes a character itself, overlapping others and bringing their excitement into one magnificent sound. And everyone. Sings. So. Well.

So though it seems like after Christmas, Hanukkah, and New Years there’s no more excitement left in the holiday season, think again. Into the Woods is a fresh organza of it all, bringing together the fairy tale magic of all ages in a triumph of wishes and music. All you have to do, my friend, is go into the woods.
Johnny Depp as The Wolf'. When I saw that on the movie poster, I was instantly curious about the musical adaptation of Sondheim's 'Into the Woods'. Okay, to be fair it wasn't just that; I also liked the trailers of the movie and initially wanted to see Disney do a dark fairy tale for a while now (and not like Maleficent).

 

In a far away village of a kingdom, our story follows a Baker and his Wife (played by James Corden and Emily Blunt) who are cursed by a Witch who demands four things respectibly to make a potion. Those things are the red cape from Red Riding Hood, the white cow belonging to a boy named Jack, a golden slipper from a woman named Cinderella (played by Anna Kendrick), and the hair of a rather blonde and bland Rapunzel. If the Baker and Wife do that, then the Witch can be cured of her hideous form and remove their curse. From that, we get comedy, dark undertones, and learn how deep our characters are in what they want and whether it is what they truly desire. 

 

I heard people were mad about Disney making changes from the original musical, but I didn't mind that much. It's an adaptation and adaptations require changes. I mean, I've never seen the original version, but this movie makes me want to. I loved the setup, which is that the Baker and Wife's actions of retrieving the items causes the fairy tales to happen and it all causes our characters to question life, their lives, and whether it's what they want. There's an especially great scene involving Cinderella questioning if she actually loves her Prince (played by Chris Pines) or if she only fell in love with the idea of her marrying the Prince. Her struggle and all the other struggles are portrayed really well with really great acting.

 

Speaking of which, we have Meryl Streep as the Witch. At first, I was expecting her to be a quiet witch who just looks evil for the sake of looking evil. Instead, we got ourselves a loud, funny, wicked, eccentric and beautifully sung performance that actually had some moments where we feel empathy for her. And I love a movie when it makes us care about the characters.

 

However if i had to dislike something from this, it would be Johnny Depp's costume for The Wolf. Out of all the designs I've seen in Into the Woods, I found his to be fake. He looked less like a character from a fairy tale and more like the Mad Hatter if he went to a furry convention.

 

Still, our favorite actor of all time gave a great performance in his fifteen minutes of screentime, and I had a wonderful time. If you want a movie that is dark, with beautiful songs sung wickedly and performances that have you laughing, go see it in theatres as soon as you can. I loved Into the Woods and can't stop humming it's music anytime soon.

Do you like musicals? I think that Into the woods can be a movie that deserves to be appreciated by all. I think it is a movie that everyone will like. It has a lot of singing and if you like musicals, this is definitely the movie for you. The reasons I think people will like this movie is because all of  the singing, and the cast of wonderful celebrities in this movie like Anna Kendrick. Let’s learn about this movie.

One reason I think people will like this movie is because all of the singing. In this movie they sing songs that really touch your heart, like the song “Agony”. That song was about the princes singing about their  true loves. Another one of the songs is about the princess singing what the prince thinks of her on the steps of the palace. These songs can really make you want to sing with them.

Another reason I think people will like this movie is because of the cast. One of the people in the movie that most people have heard of is Anna Kendrick from Pitch Perfect. In this movie Anna played Cinderella and she was amazing. Meryl Streep played the wicked which and she was excellent she made her character come to life. If you like this cast you should go see this movie.

 

Two reasons I think people will like this movie is because of all the singing and the cast. I really hope after you read my story you go and see the movie. I hope you liked my story.  This movie really touched my heart it was amazing.

