TEENAGE PROBLEMS

Level - Intermediate

Objectives:
· to develop students’ cognitive skills and creative thinking;

· to practice  students’ speaking skills based on the suggested topic;

· to improve students’ listening and reading skills;

· to encourage students’ social consciousness through discussing teenage problems.
Equipment & materials:  a note-book, a monitor, a Flip-Chart, “New Streetwise”,  handouts, an authentic record.
Procedures

INTRODUCTION 
T: Hi, guys! Glad to see you!
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Let’s look at the picture. You can see a group of teenagers. Discuss the following questions in pairs. 

(Questions) 

Then I’ll try to provide feedback as a class. You may make notes in your handouts, if you need. I think 5 min. are enough for this activity.

T → Cl: It’s high time for feedback.

	Where are the teenagers?
	In the street

In the yard

	What are they wearing?
	Casual clothes

Of very common style for street teenagers

	How do you think they feel?  Why?
	Bored

Have nothing to do

Have no places where to go out

	What are they doing?
	Sitting on the porch

Hanging around street corners


What would you do if you were in their situation?

P1: I’d stay at home reading books or watching TV.  It’s a good way to expand our horizons.

P2: I’d do some sport. It’s very important for everybody to be fit and healthy.

P3: I’d search the Internet for pleasure. It’s better than to hang around street corners.

P4: I’d do my homework carefully. For those who want acquire a profound knowledge of school subjects the problem “what to do in the evening?” doesn’t exist.

T: I think you shouldn’t be so imperative. For the majority of teenagers it may be a problem of vital importance, isn’t it?
Ps: It goes without saying.

T: At our lesson:
     (Slide 2)

· We’ll try to find out teenage problems in regard to their free time activity.

· You’ll discuss your own problems in groups and as a class.

· You’ll listen and read a report on the problems of young people in a British village and compare them with yours.

· These activities are supposed to encourage your social consciousness and improve your skills in writing reports.

Warm-up
T: Please, open your SBs p.56 Ex.1. Read the task. (A pupil aloud)

Now unite into two groups of 3-4 pupils in each. Discuss the questions within your 

group, make notes in the chart and choose a speaker who will present the results of your discussion. You have 10 min. for this activity.

T: Which group is ready? Who’s your speaker?

P1: I’m. Our resume is the following one. In our free time we all usually stay at home and watch TV, search the Internet and sometimes read fiction. Andriy goes in for volley-ball four times a week. We don’t hang around street corners. Our parents don’t allow us to go out in the evenings or meet friends at our local caf? because of alcohol drinks and cigarettes sold there. We almost never go to the cinema or concerts. For this we have to go to Kherson, but there are some problems with public transport: the last bus arrives to Muzykivka, when shows only begin there. And, of course, we’d like to expand our cultural boundaries. 

T: Any more ideas? Thank you. What about the other group? Do your ideas differ from the first one? Do you have much in common?

P2: We all are classmates and it isn’t surprising that we have much in common. As for the caf? our parents allow us to meet friends there, but not very often. We like dancing very much. We attended dance classes for five years. But unfortunately last year they were stopped. We’d like to have an opportunity to visit an amusement centre “Fabrika” in Kherson as often as possible, not only when our parents drive us. There they have a great range of facilities for fun. You may think that we have too much free time and nothing to do. But it isn’t like this. We just want to have more colourful and fresh impressions in our life.

T: Very convincingly. Thank you.

In conclusion let’s abstract teenage problems in Muzykivka in regard to free time.

They are: lack of facilities inside the village and transport problems if you want to spend your free time outside the village.

MAIN PART

Listening – Reading

T: I’m sure that now it would be interesting to learn some information about the problems for young people in a British village. Are they similar to yours or different?

The information can be found in the text at page 56.

First read the introduction to the text and the instructions to Ex.2. (A pupil aloud)

You are going to read silently while listening to the authentic record.

(Listening)

T: Now put the headings in the gaps and write down in your handouts. (Pause)

How have you arranged the headings according to the paragraphs?

(P1, P2 …)
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Answers
1 Introduction

2 The residents' view

3 The teenagers' view

4 Facilities for young people

5 Conclusion

Reading

T: Now let’s do Ex.3. What’s the task? (A pupil aloud)

You should read more carefully and compare your answers with a partner’s before comparing with the class. Think about similarities or differences between you and the British teenagers. Write down the answers in your handouts. Your time limit is 10 min.

(T→Cl)
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Answers
1 To look at the problems for young people in Whitton from both sides of an argument.

2 There are not enough facilities for them, there is nowhere for them to go at night.

3 They say the teenagers make too much noise, leave litter, and take drugs.

4 That teenagers start a club in the school hall.

After-Reading

T: What about similarities or differences between you and the British teenagers?

P1: To my mind our problems are very similar. In Whitton there is neither a cinema nor a caf? where alcohol or cigarettes are banned.

P2: The last bus to and from the nearest town is at 7 p.m. Sounds like the time-table in Muzykivka.

T: Any more ideas?

P3: I want to add. Personally I am puzzled with the author’s recommendation to start a club in the school hall.

T: Really? Why?

P3: I’m convinced that after-classes activities at school mean developing our skills in sport, handicrafts and what not, but never gathering together for chatting, listening to pop or rock music or riding bikes.

T: It’s hard to object  to you. Are there any opponents? No, there aren’t. Thank you. As for recommendations we are going to discuss them at the following lesson.

SUMMING-UP

T: Then let’s sum-up. 
Put up your hands those for whom the problem of free time is actual?

Put up your hands those who have felt bored recent 45 minutes?

I’m glad to see that nobody is indifferent.
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At our lesson today

(Pupils by turn)

· We have defined our own teenage problems.

· We have found out about the problems of British teenagers.

· We have compared them and concluded that all teenagers are very similar no matter where they live.

T: What was this done for? Because the following lesson you are going to practice in writing a report on the problems of young people in your area. You’ll have an opportunity to give more reasonable advice how to organize your leisure. 

HOME ASSIGNMENT

T: Your Home Assignment is to rethink everything said at the lesson and do Ex.1, p. 56 (SB) one more time but in a written form. And one thing more. You should think about your own recommendations how to solve the teenage problems in Muzykivka in regard of leisure.

EVALUATING

Now I want you to evaluate your activity during the lesson according to the scale. Write your name near the smiley you choose. Try to be objective.
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T: I’m glad to see that you are satisfied with your work. I just want to add that you all make me happy. Thank you.

Optional activities

And now optional activities for your attention.

Its aim is vocabulary comprehension.
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You should find words and phrases in the text which mean:

1 people who live in a home or a place (residents)

2 break the calm by making too much noise (disturb)

3 waste (rubbish)

4 area of land enclosed by fence (field)

5 disappear/leave (go away)
HANDOUTS

For notes

	Where are the teenagers?

	What are they wearing?

	How do you think they feel?  Why?

	What are they doing?

	What would you do if you were in the situation?


Ex.2
Headings
Paragraph 1__________________________

Paragraph 2 __________________________

Paragraph 3__________________________

Paragraph 4__________________________

Paragraph 5__________________________
Ex.3
Answers

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	Are there any similarities or differences between you and the British teenagers?




Optional activities

Find words and phrases in the text which mean:

1 people who live in a home or a place (r_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _)
2 break the calm by making too much noise (d_ _ _ _ _ _)
3 waste (r_ _ _ _ _ _)

4 area of land enclosed by fence (f_ _ _ _)

5 disappear/leave (g_ a_ _ _)

	
	What do you do in Muzykivka in your free time?
	

	
	Do you …
	

	
	go to the cinema/con-certs?
	stay at home and watch TV?
	meet friends at cafes?
	do a lot of sports?
	hang around street corners because you have nothing to do?
	It’s enough because …
	It isn’t enough because …

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


