English lesson for students of intermediate or upper-intermediate level.

Teacher: T. A. Kovalets, Gymnasia #11, Dniprodzerzhynsk, Dnipropetrovsk region.

The topic: Celebrations. 

Objectives: Activation of vocabulary, training, speaking, reading and writing skills, development of interest to cultures of other countries.

The course-book: Enterprise 4

Additional information: Internet resources 

Outlines:

1 Warming up.

Define the words: 1. A fasting period of forty days before Easter (Lent), 2. A man involved in politics (a politician), 3. A traditional Valencian rice dish (paella), 4. A bitter drink especially popular in Germany (a beer), 5. A popular  Brazilian dance (samba), 6. A religious man living in a temple (a monk), 7. The animal predicting coming spring (a groundhog), 8. The next day after Thanksgiving (Black Friday). 

2 We have read a lot of texts about different celebrations. Now take a look at the list of words and tell me about your associations. What holidays are these words associated with?

1)A pumpkin, 2)mobile floats, 3)a piece of coal, 4)Mayflower, 5)the 4th of July, 6)red silk dress, 7)candles in a cake, 8) heart, 9) a decorated tree, 10) a chocolate bunny, 11)shoes. 

Answers:

1)a pumpkin is associated  with Halloween, 2)on mobile floats people dance samba during Rio Carnival, 3)a piece of coal brings good luck on New Year’s Day in Scotland, 4)Mayflower was the ship which brought Pilgrims to American continent, it is associated with Thanksgiving, 5)the 4th of July is Independence Day in the USA, 6)a bride wears red silk dress during Chinese wedding, 7) candles in a cake are associated with a birthday party, 8) heart is a symbol of St. Valentine’s Day, 9)a decorated tree is associated with Christmas and New Year, 10) a chocolate bunny is a symbol of Easter in Great Britain, 11)shoes are associated with Chinese New Year. New shoes bring good luck. 

3 Let’s get acquainted with English idioms related to the topic:

1) to cancel someone’s Christmas — to kill or severely destroy smb,

2) to beat the holiday blues — to overcome the feeling of sadness,

3) to ring in the New Year — to celebrate the New Year on December, 31,

4) to be with the bells on — to be or do smth enthusiastically,

5) to be the life and soul of the party — to have fun,

6) to be a party poorer — to feel alone in the crowd,

7) to be on top of the world — to feel happy,

8) to call it a day — to finish smth.

4 I want you to make up sentences with these idioms. 

For example:

1) I was on the top of the world when my friend invited me to celebrate New Year in Paris.

2) My dad is the life and soul of the party. He always tells funny stories and organizes different contests. 
3) When I want to beat the holiday blues I go shopping.

4) Children are with the bells on when they prepare for the holidays. 

5 Free writing.

You have to write down all your ideas associated with the statement «Waiting for a holiday is better than the holiday itself».

You have only 4 minutes for this task. 

If you don’t know the word try to write a synonym or even its translation. 

If you don’t know what to write on this topic you can write everything what you are thinking about at the moment. 

6 Now read your writings in pairs to each other. Agree or disagree. 
7 A Tree of Knowledge. Draw a tree on a piece of paper. On its branches write down the key-words connected with the festival. Using these words describe the celebration.

E.g. 

The Rio Carnival: before the Lent, mobile floats, Sambadrome (stadium), samba competition, fantastic costumes, masks, confetti and streamers, entrance fee. 

8 Pair or group work (3-4)
In groups create a new holiday according to a plan: 1) date, 2) place, 3) reason, 4) activities, 5) symbols. 

Start your speech with the words: If we had the chance we would introduce (celebrate) the holiday of … 

9 Grammar work: Passive Voice.

Put the sentence A lot of tasty dishes (to make)… Christmas in Present Simple, Present Continuous, Future Simple, Future Perfect, Past Simple, Present  Perfect, Past Perfect, Past Continuous, Future in the Past Passive.

10 Feedback. Answer the question: What interesting things have you learnt today?

11 Home task and Evaluation.  Let’s call it a day. Thank you for attention. 
