LESSON PLAN OUTLINE

Topic: EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN

[bookmark: _GoBack]Form:	10

Objectives (Students will be able to…): 
1) learn new topical vocabulary;
2) develop listening comprehension skills;
3) practise reading, speaking and summarizing;
4) improve using passive verb forms;
5) discover the significance of education through various classroom activities;  
6) practise investigating for information;
7) develop group- and pair-work skills. 
Glossary  Curriculum, terms, independent, constituent, operate, approximately 

Useful Language: 
I believe/ think/ feel that…               In my opinion/view…             To my mind, …   It seems/appears to me that…           The way I see it, …         
 My opinion is that…          As far as I’m concerned, … 	   I strongly believe that… 


	Procedure:
1. Greeting. Introductory talk. 
Teacher: Each of us has to study at school. Only school can make a person educated. School teaches us moral values, helps to understand ourselves better and make our own decisions. That’s why school plays one of the greatest roles in everyone’s life. It’s often at school that we learn to make friends and get on with other people. A student’s experience at school can influence how he or she relates to the rest of the society. The kind of education a student receives will of course influence his or her job prospects. Besides, it offers many opportunities for many kinds of activities. So schools are often responsible for producing the citizens of tomorrow. Furthermore, school introduces us to different sorts of people, it makes us polite and well-behaved and helps us to use our free time sensibly. And, which is most important, it teaches us about our country as well as other countries of the world, their history, culture and their present-day place in the world, because an educated person contributes more to the rest of the society and education, and, on the other hand, gives a person the prospect for professional advance. Today, we are going to learn more about education in Great Britain.
2. Warming-up activities. Brainstorming. 
“Teachers open the door...but you must enter by yourself.”
          Read the sentence aloud and elicit/explain any unknown words. Ask/Help students to try to guess the meaning of the saying. Pupils may use the expressions from the table:
	Useful Expressions for Giving Opinions

	I believe/ think/ feel that…               In my opinion/view…             To my mind, …   It seems/appears to me that…           The way I see it, …          My opinion is that…
As far as I’m concerned, … 	            I strongly believe that…



3. Presentation of the British educational system scheme. 
Education in Great Britain is compulsory and free for all children between the ages of 5 and 16.
     Discuss the information given in the chart with the class.  
Make a copy of the scheme for every student. It may lack any sort of information which students have to complete. 


4. Listening comprehension.
Pupils have to listen to a conversation and fill in the gaps. Read the notes in the table aloud and elicit/explain the meaning of any unknown words. Play the cassette. Ss listen and fill in the gaps. 
	Age
	Education in England

	…
	Nursery school

	…
	Primary school

	11
	Secondary school

	
…
	· Leave school : go to college for job training;
                             get a job 
· Stay at school for … more years

	
…
	· Go to university
· Get a job


 Tapescript
Rachel: Do you want to come to school with me tomorrow, Noriko?
Noriko: Well, I’d like to if that’s alright. I want to see what English schools are like.
Rachel: Great. I think you’ll enjoy it.
Noriko: When do children start school here in England?
Rachel: They usually go to nursery school first, when they’re about three years old.
Noriko: Really? That’s when we start, too.
Rachel: They don’t have lessons, though. They play or draw pictures, and learn
              things like counting and the alphabet.
Noriko: Oh, I see. So when do they start having proper lessons?
Rachel: Well, when they’re five years old, they start primary school. They stay there
              until they’re eleven.
Noriko: And then they go to a secondary school, right? 
Rachel: That’s right – like me.
Noriko: So, when can English people leave secondary school?
Rachel: Well, some people decide to leave when they are sixteen. They either go to a 
             special college where they do some kind of job training or they stop studying
             altogether and get a job.
Noriko: So, are you going to leave school when you are sixteen?
Rachel: No, I’m going to stay at school or another two years.
Noriko: And then university?
Rachel: That’s right. When I’m eighteen, I’ll go on to university. Some people get a 
             job or do some other training, but I don’t want to. I’m going to get a degree 
            before I start work. 
Noriko: Just like me. So what time are we going to school tomorrow?

5. Speaking. Pupils analyse the conversation and comment on slide 4.
PRIMARY SCHOOLS Children attend a primary school for 6 years, from 5 to 11. Primary school may be housed in a single building with two departments: Infant and Junior or in separate schools, Infants (5 to 7) and Junior (7 to 11).
          
 SECONDARY SCHOOLS  A comprehensive school offers  5-year courses to pupils of all  levels of ability. Promotion to a higher class every year does not depend upon examination results, it is almost automatic. Pupils never repeat the year. 

6. Reading. 
A. Pre-reading activities. Students look at the highlighted words and try to guess their meaning, then match the words to their definitions:
	
	all the subjects that are taught in a school, college or university;

	
	a period of time that the school or university year is divided into

	
	to work

	
	not supported  by government money

	
	about; close to the exact number

	
	one of the parts that form something



B. While-reading activities. Jigsaw.  Students work in pairs. They ask one another questions to complete the missing information in the text:
e.g.: Student A: 1) How old are students in state schools?
                          2) How long is the school year in a state school?
                          3) When does the autumn term finish?
                          4) What holidays separate autumn term from the spring one?
         Student B: 1) How many subjects are compulsory at school?
	                 2) How long is the school year in a private school?
	                 3) When does the spring term start?
                          4) What holidays separate spring term from the summer one?

 
	STUDENT A                                         
Education Reform
     One of the most important changes in education brought the Education Reform   Act in 1988. It was the introduction of a National Curriculum for children aged _____ in all state schools. It consists of 10 subjects which all children must study at school. 
The school year in the United Kingdom is generally divided into three terms running from autumn to summer. For state schools, the school year consists of ____ days. For independent schools, the school year can be as short as 175 days. The structure of the school year varies between the constituent countries of the United Kingdom with school holiday dates varying between local education authorities.
In England and Wales, the school year generally runs from early September until mid to late July of the following year. Most schools operate a three-term school year, each term divided in half by a week-long break known as ‘half term’, and are structured as follows:
· Autumn term: Early September to mid _________ (half term: late October)
· Spring Term: Early January to Easter (half term: mid February)
· Summer Term: Easter to mid July (half term: late May/early June)
The terms are separated by two holidays each consisting of approximately two weeks: the _________holidays separating the autumn term and spring term and the Easter holidays separating the spring term and the summer term. The period between the end of one school year and the start of the next is known as the summer holidays consisting of six to eight weeks.

Foundation subjects in British schools are: English, Maths, Science, a modern foreign language (for 11-16 year olds), Technology and Design, History, Geography, Music, Art, Physical Education.




	STUDENT B                                         
Education Reform
     One of the most important changes in education brought the Education Reform   Act in 1988. It was the introduction of a National Curriculum for children aged 5 to 16 in all state schools. It consists of _____subjects which all children must study at school. 
The school year in the United Kingdom is generally divided into three terms running from autumn to summer. For state schools, the school year consists of 195 days. For independent schools, the school year can be as short as _____ days. The structure of the school year varies between the constituent countries of the United Kingdom with school holiday dates varying between local education authorities.
In England and Wales, the school year generally runs from early September until mid to late July of the following year. Most schools operate a three-term school year, each term divided in half by a week-long break known as ‘half term’, and are structured as follows:
· Autumn term: Early September to mid December (half term: late October)
· Spring Term: Early _________ to Easter (half term: mid February)
· Summer Term: Easter to mid July (half term: late May/early June)
The terms are separated by two holidays each consisting of approximately two weeks: the Christmas holidays separating the autumn term and spring term and the __________ holidays separating the spring term and the summer term. The period between the end of one school year and the start of the next is known as the summer holidays consisting of six to eight weeks.

Foundation subjects in British schools are: English, Maths, Science, a modern foreign language (for 11-16 year olds), Technology and Design, History, Geography, Music, Art, Physical Education.




B. After-reading activities. Students use the text to comment on slides 5, 6, 7



7. Speaking. School uniform. Pupils red the information on slide 8 and then compare it to their own experience.
     Most schools in England require children to wear a school uniform.
Boys should wear
· Long grey or black trousers (shorts may be worn in summer)
· White Shirt
· School tie (optional in most primary schools)
· Jumper or sweater with the school logo on. The colour is the choice of the schools. 
· Black shoes
Girls have to wear
· As above.
· Girls may wear skirts 
· During the summer term girls often wear summer school dresses.

8. Debating. Pros and cons of wearing school uniform. 
Students make up small groups of four students to discuss the problem and make a list of advantages and disadvantages. Then they speak up and share their ideas and compare them to the slide 9 information. PRES method can be used for discussion. 
	Which of the arguments below are for, and which are against wearing school uniforms? Write F or A.
a) School uniforms are expensive. _________
b) If everybody wears uniforms, it’s cheaper – students can’t show off their trendy
    clothes. _________
c) Uniforms are less comfortable than students’ own clothes. _________
d) Wearing compulsory uniform limits students’ freedom. _________ 
e) There’s more equality if everybody wears the same clothes. _________
             
Add more arguments for and against wearing school uniform.
	For
	Against

	
	

	
	



a) 
b) 




9. Speaking and Grammar Practice: Passive.
Do you remember what exams British schoolchildren take? (Slide10)
1) GCSE stands for the General Certificate of Secondary Education. 
2) Weak students may only sit for three or four subjects. 
3) Better students take five or six. 
4) More ambitious pupils continue with the 6th form. They take their A-level exams (Advanced level examinations). 
Which of the sentences can be used in the Passive? Make all necessary changes to make sentences 3, 4 Passive. 
Example keys: Five or six subjects can be taken by better students for GCSE.
                        The sixth form is continued by more ambitious students who take 
                        A-level exams.

10. Writing. Complete the sentences about the sixth form college. Use the information on slide 11. (Smarter students can be offered a more complicated task: to write one defining sentence out of the three simple ones.
· A sixth form college is an educational institution where students aged 16 to 18 typically study for advanced school-level qualifications, such as A-levels, or school-level qualifications such as GCSEs.
·  At the 6th-form stage students are highly specialised in three or four subjects which will prepare students either for entry to University, Polytechnic or College of Further education, or for direct entry into employment in industry or commerce.


11. Pair work. Higher Education
 After finishing secondary school or college you can apply to a university, polytechnic, college of education or you can continue to study in a college of further education. 
	Ox
	ndon

	Cam
	burgh

	Lo
	ford

	Liver
	mingham

	Manch
	ester

	Le
	tol

	Edin
	diff

	South
	bridge

	Car
	pool

	Bris
	ampton

	Bir
	eds


 In pairs, pupils have to make up the names of the cities that are homes for most popular British universities.
 
There are 46 universities in Britain. The oldest and   best-known universities are located in Oxford, Cambridge, London, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Southampton, Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham.





12.  Homework. Use of English Exercise.
	Read the text about education in Britain. Complete the gaps with the best form of the word in brackets. There may be some words that you don’t have to change.
In Britain, 1_________________(educate) is compulsory between the ages of 5 and 16. At the age of five, children start primary school. Then, at the age of eleven, they begin their secondary education. Most 2_________________ (child) go to state schools and only 7% 3_________________(attend) fee-paying private schools. A school year is divided into three terms. 4_________________(near) all schools work a five-day week and they are 5________________(close) on Saturday. The day starts at nine and finishes between three and four. There is a lunch break which usually 6______________(last) about an hour and a quarter. A 7_________________(type) timetable includes English, Science, Maths, History, Geography, Art, Music, Physical education and foreign 8_________________(language). A lot of schools offer a range of after-school  9_________________(active) such as choir, drama and trips to 10_________________(interest) places. Young people are expected to show respect for their teachers and obey school rules.
The main exams are GCSE (school-leaving exams at 16), and A-levels (university entrance exams at 18). University students 11_________________(graduate) after completing their first degree, usually in three years. Many students then continue 12_________________(they) studies for a Master’s Degree, or a PhD. 




13. Summary. What is the role of education? 
An educational system isn't worth a great deal if it teaches young people how to make a living but doesn't teach them how to make a life.  

14. Extra Homework (optional) can be offered to smarter students or as an additional task for the class to practise the use of English and learn more about School life in the UK.

	Read the text and choose the correct answer. How is life in British schools different from your country? Is there anything in the British education system that you think is a particularly good or bad idea compared with your country? Why?   

School life
Some aspects of school life date back (1) the nineteenth century. One example is the school assembly, a meeting of the (2) school every morning before classes. Another is school uniform, which is still very common – about (3) percent of pupils in England wear school uniform.
The school day in both primary and secondary schools (4) – the first lesson begins at 9.15 a.m. and classes end at 3.30p.m. every day. Classes on Saturdays are very (5). 
Compared with many countries, pupils in Britain specialise quite early. Pupils study many subjects (6) the age of fourteen, but then they usually study only three subjects during the last (7) years of school. 
Sport is (8) important part of school life, P.E. is compulsory. Typically boys play football or rugby in winter and cricket in spring; and girls usually (9) Britain was one of the last countries (10) use corporal punishment in schools (it only (11) illegal in 1985). Nowadays teachers (12) punish their students with lines of detention, which means that students have to stay after school.  
1. A  around / B  over / C  to / D  without  
2. A  all / B  total / C  complete/ D  whole  
3. A  5 / B  12 / C  15 / D  50
4. A   is fixed / B   is fixing / C   is being fixed / D   fixed
5. A   often / B   sometimes / C   unusual / D    usually
6. A   until / B   when / C    as soon as / D   at
7. A   one / B   two / C    three / D    five
8. A   a / B    an / C    the / D   (no article)
9. A   do / B    make / C   go on / D    employ aerobics or play netball. 
10. A    who / B   which / C    that / D    to
11. A   become / B    became / C    has become / D    becoming
12. A   can / B    could / C    should / D    won’t




