Тиждень англійської мови
Презентація творчого проекту
“Madam Tussaud’s Wax Museums”
The aim of my work is to research the history of the matter, to reveal the facts of Madame Tussaud's life and to trace the development of Wax Works Museum into the world's biggest entertaining centre Tussaud's Group.
This written work can be used at English lessons and World Art lessons, at the World History lessons, as well as at extracurricular, devoted to great personalities. I'm sure it will help to broaden the student's outlook.
































                                              Introduction
To be immortalized forever in wax you don't need to be a Queen or a politician, you just need to be a celebrity with a pulling power.
In fact, there is a great number of wax works exhibitions in our county and abroad. Wax personalities attract millions of visitors all over the world. It's an open secret that a transnational entertaining company Tussaud's Group is at the top of the list.
During the holidays I search on the Internet I also visited some wax - works exhibitions. Many of them were really fascinating and worth seeing. But I was also disappointed to discover that there is too much hackwork at this field. All this aroused my particular interest in wax sculpture and made me investigate the subject deeper. 





























                                            How All Began
First it was a living newspaper, then a History textbook, London's visit card, a movie theatre, a restaurant and even a planetarium. Today Madame Tussaud's Wax Works Museum is the most visited tourist attraction in the world. Its founder, Madame Tussaud is considered to be the first business lady in the world's history and is called a grandmother of modern show - business.
At the beginning of the 17th century Europe was captured by fashion on wax portrait sculptures. Although the were not so long - living and tough as those made of marble and bronze, they were at greater demand as more realistic and cheaper. And it made them available not only for merchants and aristocrats but for the common citizens as well. And they wanted to remain in their grandchildren's memory.





























                               Madame Tussaud and Her Museum
The story of Madame Tussaud is as fascinating as that of the exhibition itself. Two things of her life are especially noteworthy. First, she spent her early years during the French Revolution and came to meet many of the characters involved. Second, and perhaps more unusually, she succeeded in business at time when women were rarely involved in the world of commerce.
Madame Tussaud was born in Strasbourg in 1761 and christened Marie Grosholtz. Her father, a soldier, was killed in a battle during the Seven Years War only two months before Marie's birth. Her mother was a housekeeper for Dr. Philippe Curtius, a skilled wax sculptor. From the earliest childhood Marie learnt modelling techniques with Dr. Curtius. Just before the French Revolution they moved to Paris.
At that time Marie's talent became apparent and he was invited to the royal court to assist in the artistic education of the King Loui XVI's sister, Madame Elizabeth. Life in Versallies was vivid contrast to Marie's pervious existence. The capital became a centre chaotic activity; no one was safe, and at one time both Marie and her mother were imprisoned. But they were not executed, and nobody knew why. Long before Marie was asked to prepare the death masks of many of her former employers after they had been executed - among them Marie Antoinette, Lois XVI, Jean Paul Marat, the philosopher and revolutionary. This portrait, along with many others modelled by Marie, is still on display today.
In 1794 Cutius died, and Marie inherited the business, which was grown under her influence. In the following year she married a French engineer, Francois Tussaud, and gave birth to three children: a daughter, who died, and two sons.
France was still suffering, enormous deprivation, and Marie's exhibition was struggling to survive. In 1802 Marie made a monumental decision. She would leave her husband and her baby son, Francis, in Paris, while she and her elder son, Joseph, would tour with the exhibition round the British Isles.
Marie was to see neither France nor her husband again. She spent the next 33 years travelling around the British Isles, exhibiting her growing collection of figures to crowds of curious and intrigued spectators. Joseph (her elder son) accompanied her, taking a keen interest in the craft of making wax figures. Soon his brother Francis joined them.
In the days before television, cinema and radio Madame Tussaud's figures are sensation. Week after week the figures of Lord Byron, the murders Burke and Hare, King George IV, Queen Carline of Brunswik, Shakespeare and the death mask of Emperor Napoleon - among many others - were packed and unpacked to be shown to an admiring public.
The travels ended in 1835, when Madame Tussaud's exhibition found a permanent home. It was in London, not far from today's exhibition.
Another interesting development of the period was the establishment of what was to become the Chamber of Horrors. Madame Tussaud's collection of the victims and perpetrators of violent punishment and murders and miscreants was an unquestionable success.
Madame Tussaud was actively involved in the exhibition almost to the end of her life. This would be a remarkable feat even now, and was particularly unusual for a woman in the 19th century. In April 1850, at the age of 89, she died. Her final work - a remarkable self - portrait modelling eight years before her death - can still be seen today.
There are some interesting facts about her museum. In 1925 an electrical fault sparked a fire, which, despite the efforts of Madame Tussaud's own fire fighters and the London Fire Brigade, soon raged out of the control. Many of the figures were destroyed. But in 1928 the interior had been reconstructed, this time with the addition of a cinema and restaurant.
With the outbreak of the Second World War, in 1939, all of Britain was threatened by enemy action - not least London. During the night of the 8th of September 1940, Madame Tussaud's was struck by a heavy bomb, which inflicted significant damage. Some 352 head moulds were damaged beyond repair and the cinema was completely destroyed - although, thankfully, no lives were lost. In December of that same year the exhibition again opened its doors to the public.
Madame Tussaud’s it is a wax museum  in London with branches in a number of major cities of the world.
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                           About Madame Tussaud’s Museums 
Madame Tussaud’s is part of the Merlin Entertainments group, which also owns the London Eye, the Dungeons, Sea Life Centres and Legoland Discovery Centres, as well as theme parks including Alton Towers, Chessington World of Adventures and Thorpe Park in the UK, and Gardaland in Italy.

This is a list of countries and their cities where the exchibitions of Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum are on display:

Amsterdam, The Netherlands - Dam Square 20 - Daily from 10.00 - 17.30.
Bankok, Thailand - 6th Floor, The Siam Discovery Centre, Siam - Daily from 10.00 - 21.00.
Berlin, Germany - Under den Linden 74 - Daily from 10 - 18.00.
Blackpool, U.K - 85 The Promenade - Opens April 21, 2011. Mon - Fri 10.00 - 16.30.  weekends 10.00 - 18.00
Dubai, UAE - Under construction.
Hamburg, Germany - The Hamburg Dungeon, Cremon 11 - Daily from 10 - 18.00
Hollywood, California, USA - 6933 Hollywood Boulevard - Mon - Thu + Sun 10.00 - 20.00.Fri + Sat 10.- 22.00
Hong Kong Island - Peak Tower, Victoria Peak - Daily from 10.00 - 18.00
Las Vegas, Nevada, USA - 3377 Las Vegas Boulevard - Mon - Thu + Sun 10.00 - 22.00. Fri + Sat 10.00 - 23.00.
London, U.K - Marylebone Road, NW1 5LR - Daily from 09.30 - 17.30. Please see website for other times.
New York, USA - 234 West 42nd Street - Mon - Thu + Sun 10.00 - 20.00. Fri + Sat 10.00 - 22.00.
Shanghai, China - 68, Nanjing Street, Huangpu - daily from 10.00 - 22.00.
Sydney, Australia - Under construction.
Vienna, Austria -  Riesenradplatz, Prater Park -  Daily from 10.00 - 18.00.
Washington D.C, USA - 1001, F Street Northwest - Mon - Thu + Sun 10.00 - 16.00. Fri + Sat 10.00 - 18.00.











                          Madame Tussaud's New York Wax Museum
Get up close and personal with your favorite celebrities at the 85,000 square-foot, five-story Madame Tussaud's New York. The New York version of the famous London museum takes on "the face of the place" presenting New York's most famous and infamous personalities, as well as figures of international fame and acclaim.

Leave time to tour these six themed, interactive environments showcasing nearly 200 masterfully crafted, lifelike wax figures:
The Opening Night Party, set in an Italian baroque garden, features Woody Allen, Bette Midler, Nicolas Cage, Hugh Grant, Oprah Winfrey, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and Donald Trump.

Madame Tussaud's Story, spanning 200 years of history, features Marie Antoinette and Napoleon's lover Josephine.
Behind the Scenes is a multimedia exhibit about the process of creating the incredibly life-like wax figures at the museum featuring Al Roker and others.
The Gallery, set in a meeting of the United Nations, features The Dalai Lama, Maya Angelou, John F. Kennedy, Albert Einstein, Martin Luther King, Jr., Buffalo Bill and Diana, Princess of Wales:
Popular Culture, a whirlwind history of the trendsetters of the 20th century, features Mikhail Barishnikov, Babe Ruth, Janis Joplin, Charlie Chaplin, The Beatles, Marilyn Monroe, John Wayne, Bill Gates and Neil Armstrong:
It Happened in New York is an immersive midnight ride celebrating the city's illustrious history.
Madame Tussaud's New York joins the growing international family of museums with locations in London, Amsterdam, Las Vegas and Hong Kong.
 Madame Tussaud’s New York Wax Museum welcomes more than 2.5 million guests each year.













                            Madame Tussaud's Hong Kong Wax Museum

Madame Tussaud’s Hong Kong, part of the renowned chain of wax museums founded by Marie Tussaud of France, is located at the Peak Tower on Hong Kong Island in Hong Kong. It is the first and one of the only two permanent Madame Tussaud’s museums in Asia, the other being the Shanghai branch, which opened in 2006. The Hong Kong branch houses nearly 100 wax figures of internationally-known personalities, with Asian figures taking up more than a third of the total, of which sixteen were Hong Kongers. The wax figures are featured in a range of themed settings such as Hong Kong Glamour, Music Icons, Historical and National Heroes, The Champions and World Premiere.  Unique figures
The figure of Miriam Yeung, unveiled in November 2006, is the first in the world designed to giggle via in-built sensors. Miriam is well-known for her fun-loving and bubbly personality, and Madame Tussaud wants to capture that essence in her figure. 
The figure of Connie Chan, unveiled in August 2006, was the first figure to appear in full Chinese regalia. The model's costume was inspired by the musical Only You, set in the Yuan Dynasty, in which Chan formerly starred in. 
The figure of Bae Yong Joon, unveiled in May 2006, is the first Korean star to be included in a Madame Tussaud’s exhibition. 
The figure of Andy Lau, unveiled in April 2005, was the outlet first animatronic  model that was crafted out of silicone rather than wax. Lau's animatronic heartbeat was modelled on a similar system installed in a replica of Brad Pitt at Madame Tussaud’s Museum in Amsterdam. 

















                         Madame Tussaud's Shanghai Wax Museum 

The second Asian outlet is located in the Chinese city of Shanghai. Attracted by Shanghai's growing reputation and tourism volume in East Asia, the Tussaud’s Group approached Shanghai authorities to discuss the possibility of opening its second Asian location in early 2004. The Shanghai authorities agreed with the proposal and Madame Tussaud’s Shanghai Wax Museum (上海杜莎夫人臘像館) was opened on May, 1, 2006 on the 10th floor of the New World Department Store at West Nanjing Road. 
The Shanghai outlet houses nearly 75 wax figures of local and internationally-known celebrities to date, and will add more in its second and third phases. The museum opens all year round from 10 am to till 10 pm daily and it is divided up into seven themed sections: Glamour, Behind the Scenes, History and Heroes, Music, Film, Speed and Sport. Admission fee is RMB 135 (US$20) for adults and RMB 100 for students. Madame Tussaud’s Shanghai Wax Museum is the Tussaud’s Group's sixth waxwork museum after London, Amsterdam, Las Vegas, New York City and Hong Kong. 

























                               Madame Tussaud's Sydney Wax Museum


Merlin Entertainments Group, which purchased Sydney Attractions Group next year, will open a Madame Tussaud’s franchise at Sydney's Darling Harbour in May 2012. Madame Tussaud’s Sydney Wax Museum will feature a range of Aussie celebrities immortalized in wax, including Nicole Kidman and Hugh Jackman. The $14 million project will be the fifth Asia Pacific Madame Tussaud’s, and the 13th worldwide.

































                                 Madame Tussaud's London Wax Museum
   Madame Tussaud’s London is a major tourist attraction located in Central London. It is famous for recreating famous people, or celebrities, in wax. It is the original Madame Tussaud’s attraction, having been situated on Marylebone Road since 1884. It was set up by wax sculptor Marie Tussaud. It is operated by Merlin Entertainments.   
                 
                                             Location
The attraction is on the corner of All sop Place and Marylebone Road, to the north of Central London. The nearest underground station is Baker Street, which is on the Jubilee, Bakerloo, Metropolitan, Circle and Hammersmith and City lines. Its distinctive green dome used to house the London Planetarium.

                                   Hours of operation
Off-peak hours are generally 9:30am to 5:30pm. Off-peak periods include weekdays and non-school holidays.
Peak hours are typically 9am to 6pm. Peak periods include weekends, UK school holidays, bank holidays and the whole of the summer period (July through August). During the summer 2008, the hours of operation were 9am to 7pm.
Occasionally the attraction shuts early if there is a corporate event happening. The museum may close in extreme weather conditions like snow storms or heavy rains.

                             Zones within the attraction
                                             A-List Party
Formally Blush, this is the first room on the tour. Included in this room is the Big Brother experience, plus figures such as Robert Pattinson, Morgan Freeman, Leo DiCaprio, Johnny Depp, Miley Cyrus, Nicole Kidman, Brad Pitt, Angelina Jolie and Tara Palmer-Tompkinson. It is designed to make the visitor feel as if they have stepped into a celebrity party, with wax figures dispersed throughout the room.
                                            Warhol's Women
The Warhol's Women zone contains the figure of Andy Warhol and of the female celebrities he famously portrayed, including Liza Minnelli and Jerry Hall.
                                  Premiere Night (Movie Room)
This zone houses celebrities from Hollywood, including Steven Spielberg, Harrison Ford, Jim Carrey, Audrey Hepburn, Julia Roberts,Jennifer Lopez, Whoopi Goldberg, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Marilyn Monroe in the classic pose where her skirt is blown upward. It also houses six Bollywood figures namely Amitabh Bachchan, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Kareena Kapoor, Hrithik Roshan and several fictional characters, including Shrek and the smallest wax figure ever made, Tinker Bell.
                                          Sports Zone
The Sports Zone has several interactive elements. Visitors can step up to the crease with batsman Sachin Tendulkar, putt a golf ball with Tiger Woods, stand on boxing scales next to Mohammed Ali and see what 'weight' they would qualify for in boxing, take a penalty on a virtual reality screen, and test their driving skills alongside Lewis Hamilton.
                                      A Royal Appointment
In the Royals there is an opportunity to stand next to Diana, Princess of Wales, Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom and Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, Charles, Prince of Wales, Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, Prince William of Wales and Prince Henry of Wales.
                                                            Culture
A mixture of cultural icons fill this area, including William Shakespeare, Albert Einstein, Stephen Hawking, Pablo Picasso and Charles Darwin.
                                          Music Megastars
A mixture of music stars from across the decades appear in an area with a music stage complete with glitter balls. Music icons include Britney Spears, Beyonce, Madonna, Christina Aguilera, Leona Lewis, Michael Jackson, Kylie Minogue, Amy Winehouse, Gary Barlow,Tom Jones, Bob Marley, Cheryl Cole, Robbie Williams, Justin Timberlake, Lady Gaga, Freddie Mercury and Justin Bieber. The Beatlesin this area are posed as they appear on the album cover of Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band.
                                              World Leaders
The World Leaders area of the attraction contains political and spiritual leaders of the world, past and present. The new figure of Barack Obama dominates this area; he is standing in a mock-up of the Oval Office which has a replica of the Resolute desk. Other leaders in this area include Margaret Thatcher, Winston Churchill, Nicolas Sarkozy, Ronald Reagan, Tony Blair, Benazir Bhutto, Martin Luther King, Eleftherios Venizelos, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and Mohandas Gandhi.
The World Leaders area is also noted for its inclusion of controversial figures, including Adolf Hitler, Yasser Arafat, Saddam Husseinand Robert Mugabe. Mother Teresa is one of the very few icons to ask not to be made, saying "her work was more important, not the person". Visitors also get the chance to stand next to Prime Minister David Cameron in front of a facade of No.10 Downing Street. At the time of his duties as Prime Minister, Gordon Brown was a notable omission as he had proved to be un popular, however it is now David Cameron in this room.  
                                     Chamber of Horrors and Scream
The Chamber of Horrors showcases serial killers and murders. Included in this area are Guy Fawkes and Dennis Nilsen. This area also exhibits the original guillotine blade that killed Marie Antoinette.
The Scream experience (formally Chamber Live) is a live-action, actor-led scare maze. It is based on the premise that several serial killers have been let loose in the chamber. This attraction - on account of its thrill factor which does not appeal to all visitors - can be avoided by an exit that leads visitors to the next area..
               Behind the Scenes and History of Madame Tussaud’s
This area shows the history of Marie Tussaud, and how she started creating wax figures. It also has an area on how the sculptors make the figures, using Beyonce as an example.
                                   Spirit of London ride
The Spirit of London is a sit-down ride in which visitors sit in London taxis and are taken on a journey through the history of London. The ride starts in Tudor times and ends in the 1980s, passing through the times of Shakespeare, the Great Fire of London, the Industrial Revolution and the Swinging Sixties. The ride has commentary in a few languages and a photo is taken near the end of the ride which can be purchased when disembarked.
                                 Marvel Super Heroes 4D
Marvel Super Heroes 4D starts off in the Command Centre, where you will see the likes of Wolverine (portrayed by Hugh Jack man), The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man, Nick Fury (Samuel L Jackson) and Spiderman, who is on "the roof" of an upside-down room.
Housed inside the old planetarium is the Marvel Superheroes 4D film, a nine-minute movie complete with special effects.






















                  Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum in popular culture
Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum is the focus of Steve Taylor's song "Meltdown (at Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum)" in which the song talks about someone turning up the thermostat and causing the wax figures to melt. 
The Doctor Who episode "Spearhead from Space" features a scene at Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum.
Tussaud’s appeared in an episode of Living TV's paranormal programme Most Haunted.
The museum was featured on the History Channel's series, Life After People: The Series.
Several sculptures from the London branch appear in the music video "Popular" by singer/songwriter Darren Hayes.
On November 3, 2009, the museum's New York City branch was featured in a segment on NBC's The Today Show in which weatherman Al Roker posed in place of his lifelike wax figure for two hours and startled unsuspecting visitors, who were at first led to believe they were viewing Roker's wax counterpart. In 2010, Ozzy Osbourne attempted a similar publicity stunt to promote his Scream album.]
In the song "My Object All Sublime" from The Mikado by Gilbert and Sullivan, the title character sings of punishments fitting the crime, including:
The amateur tenor, whose vocal villainies
All desire to shirk,
Shall, during off-hours
Exhibit his powers
To Madame Tussaud's wax work.
Madame Tussaud’s features in the film Shanghai Knights.
Marie Tussaud is mentioned in “The Scarlet Pimpernel”.
Madame Tussaud’s sculptures are used in the cover of the Beatles´ "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band" and Rick Wake man's "The Six Wives of Henry VIII" appearing Richard Nixon in the back.












                                                    Studio Secrets
Modelling methods at Madame Tussaud's have not changed in 200 years. Once a person has been chosen, the first step is to collect preliminary information - press photographs and articles if the subject is alive, portraits in other media and biographies if dead. Then it must be decided in which part of the exhibition the figure is to be placed, what the pose it should be and its relationship to other wax portraits.
The sculptor is normally given a sitting with the subject when detailed photographs are taken, hair and eyes are matched and clothes noted. The sculptor not only takes precise measurements, such as dimensions of ears and nostrils, but also has the opportunity to observe the character and personality of the subject, which will be conveyed as modelling progresses.
Sittings usually take place at Madame Tussaud's studious although, on occasion, the sculptor will visit the subject. Nelson Mandela gave a sitting at the Post House Hotel near Heathrow Airport, during a busy schedule which included a television interview. He later visited Madame Tussaud's with the late ANC leader Oliver Tambo to unveil the figure.
Sylvester Stallone's sitting was as the MGM Studious in Holywood, and he presented Madam Tussaud's with his own full set of evening clothes.
Madame Tussaud's sculptors never take life casts. Hands, however, are regularly moulded from life and cast in wax.
It takes about six months to complete a figure, most of which is spent on the portrait head. Working from the reference material acquired at the sitting, the sculptor begins by modelling the head in clay. At this stage the hair is also sculpted, but this will later be replaced by real hair. Despite the extensive use of careful measurements, a great deal of artistry is required to achieve a realistic portrait. The body is built up in clay on to an armature.
When the sculptor is happy with the clay model, a mould of approximately 12 separate pieces is taken from the head. After meticulous cleaning, the saturated, warm plaster head mould is filled with molten wax. When a sufficient thickness has solidified, the still molten centre is poured away. The head mould is made of a plaster of sufficient quality and fitness to reproduce exactly the surface of the clay, and can be used several times. The plaster pieces are removed from the head, and the wax cast is allowed to cool slowly, wrapped in cloth.








                                   Entertaining and Amazing People
Figures are made 2% bigger than real life because wax shrinks. The wax used for the figures is similar to candle wax. In the more thirty past, wax figures were melted down and re - used, but this is no longer the case as the colour of the wax deteriorates when recycled. Each figure weights about 15 kg - with 4.5 kg of wax used for the head and 1.4 kg for the hands.
Over 150 precise measurements are taken to create an accurate portrait. Each hair is to be individually inserted, taking about five weeks.
All the figures regularly have their hair washed and styled like anyone else would at a hairdresser's. By the way, all vital statistics are accurate and kept under lock and key by Madame Tussaud's. Despite repeated requests from the press, this information is never disclosed.
The characters who move and speak are modelled in clay first of all, like the normal portraits, but the head is made in silicon rubber which allows movement.
A spokesperson for Madame Tussaud's says men and women like different figures. The figure most photographed by men is Naomi Campbell, and the most photographed by women is Brad Pitt.
However, the attention from the public isn't always friendly - for instance, Hitler had to be put behind in the Chamber of Horrors because people couldn't stop abusing him. By the way, research by Madame Tussaud's has revealed that women are stronger than men. In a recent study they discovered that Chamber of Horrors is twice as popular among women as among men!




















                                   Developing Business
                                  Ringing in the changes
Since it opened in 1835 Madame Tussaud’s has constantly worked to introduce new attractions over the years.
One of the most recent changes has seen the prominent displays of pop singers, TV stars and movie icons replacing the traditional royals, historical figures and politicians.
                                             Customer needs
Customer feedback has dictated the recent changes as visitors no longer expressed an interest in seeing men in suits expecting to see instead current celebrities and wanting interactive exhibitions.
The royals haven't been replaced completely you can still see the Queen but instead of seeing her from behind a rope you can have a royal audience escorted by guardsmen.
                                       The UK's top personality
7 Sir Elton John has been unveiled as the UK's favourite personality and cast in chocolate! A life size chocolate figure of Sir Elton has been made to celebrate Cadbury's Centenary.
People had the chance to vote from a top ten list that consisted of:
* five TV personalities (Cat Deeley, Denise Van Outen, Jonathan Ross, Ricky Gervais and Sharon Osbourne)
* three sports personalities (David Beckham, Denise Lewis and Paula Radcliffe)
* two singers (Sir Elton John and Will Young)
The figure which weighs 126kgs can be viewed in Madame Tussaud's until Autumn in a special tent that stops it from melting.
                                         Popular British culture
You can get up close and personal with celebrities like Simon Cowell made famous by UK reality TV show 'Pop Idol' you can try to impress him with your vocal talents and then listen to his comments.
The system you sing into tells how in tune you are and dictates his comments from his trademark put downs to the very rare praise.
Pop and movie stars
If you want more than TV personalities you can rub shoulders or chests with the cream of Hollywood, Brad Pitt. You can stroke his silicon chest - it may be the closest you ever get to doing it. Or if you would rather you can dance with pop princess Britney Spears and her backing dancers while Britney is all wax the dancers are real creating a unique experience.


                                    


                                           
                                                     Chronology
And now I'd like to present the full history of Madame Tussaud's in brief.
FRANCE, 1770-1802
Through talent and determination, a young girl named Marie Grosholz came to be numbered among the most famous of English institutions.
1761 - Marie Grosholz, later known as Madame Tussaud, is born in Strasbourg.
1770 - Marie's mother's employer, a doctor called Philippe Curtius, opens an exhibition of life-size wax figures at the Palais Royale in Paris. Marie learns the art of wax modelling from him.
1777 - Marie models the famous author and philosopher, Francois-Marie Arouet Voltaire.
1780 - Marie becomes art tutor to King Louis XVI's sister and goes to live at the royal court in Versailles.
1789 - The outbreak of the French Revolution. - Marie returns to Paris, later helping Curtius to mould the heads of some of the guillotine's victims - among them her Versailles acquaintances.
ENGLAND - TRAVELLING PERIOD, 1802-35
1794 - Marie Grosholz inherits Curtius's collection of figures.
1795 - She marries Francois Tussaud, an engineer, but leaves him eight years later to bring the collection on a tour of the British Isles.
ENGLAND - BAKER ST BAZAAR, 1835-84
For the next 33 years, she lives the exhausting and precarious life of a travelling showman, moving from town to town with her caravans, organising advertising, and encouraging newspaper anecdotes, or organising charity benefits to bring in useful patrons.
She suffers shipwreck in the Irish Sea, and fire during the Bristol Riots of 1831. Yet, throughout the travelling years, new figures are constantly introduced.
1835 - Madame Tussaud's settles into a permanent home in The Bazaar, Baker Street, London.
"Visitors entering the Bazaar from Baker Street proceed to a saloon richly decorated with mirrored embellishments. Here sits an aged lady, with an accent which proclaims her Gallic origins. Were she motionless, you would take her for a piece of waxwork. This is Madame Tussaud, a lady who is in herself an Exhibition." [from an 1842 guidebook]
1846 - Punch Magazine coins the name "Chamber of Horrors" for Madame Tussaud's separate room where gruesome relics of the French Revolution are displayed.
1850 - Madame Tussaud dies. In her old age, supported by two sons, she had achieved great success. She had resisted a U.S. buy-out, her memoirs had been published, and her portrait was painted by a court painter. She had been immortalised by Dickens (as Mrs Jarley) and caricatured by Cruikshank.

MOVE TO MARYLEBONE ROAD
1884 - Madame Tussaud's grandson, Joseph Randall, directs the move to the present site in Marylebone Road.
FIRE & RE-BUILDING 1925-28
1925 - Fire guts the whole building, destroying not only almost all the wax figures and their costumes, but priceless furnishings, paintings and relics too.
Fortunately, many of the old head moulds were saved, and from these the Exhibition was rebuilt, opening 3 years later with the addition of a large Cinema and Restaurant.
WAR BRINGS ABOUT PLANETARIUM
1940 - A German bomb destroys the Cinema. Ironically, the figure of Hitler is one of the few figures to survive unscathed.
1958 - Madame Tussaud's opens the Commonwealth's first Planetarium on the site of the old cinema.
1971 - A new Madame Tussaud's opens its doors in the Kalverstraat, Amsterdam, returning to the continent for the first time since 1817.
1981 - Madame Tussaud's Amsterdam expands their collection and moves to celebrated Dam Square right in the heart of the city.
1993 - The Spirit of London, a spectacular animatronic ride, arrives at Madame Tussaud's.
1995 - The London Planetarium is re-opened after a ?4.5 million redevelopment, including the installation of the world-leading Digistar II Star Projector.
1996 - A bigger, better, more chilling than ever Chamber of Horrors is opened at Madame Tussaud's, London.
1999 - Madame Tussaud's opens in Las Vegas featuring American superstars and Hollywood legends.
2000 - Madame Tussaud's New York opens, featuring the city's 'Movers and Shakers', alongside a whole world of stars.
Madame Tussaud's opens in Hong Kong featuring over 100 wax figures of internationally-known personalities and local celebrities
2002 - Madame Tussaud's starts to introduce exciting new interactive attractions where guests get to feel what it is like to be famous. In the `Goal!' attraction guests step into the moment when David Beckham prepares to take the 93rd minute free kick that leads England into the World Cup - his figure is created with a beating heart.
After a sitting at Buckingham Palace, Queen Elizabeth II's 22nd figure is created for a Golden Jubilee attraction at Madame Tussaud's. The ropes surrounding the Royal Family are taken away forever as guests are invited to have a personal `Audience with The Queen.'
2003 - Tussaud's collaborates with Disney to create a Treasure Planetarium attraction, and with Universal Pictures to create The Hulk attraction.
The Chamber-Live! gives a new injection of fear to the Chamber Of Horrors.
2004 - More new interactive attractions open; In `Divas', starring Beyonce, Britney and Kylie, guests are taught dance moves and perform on stage with feedback on their performance from Beyonce via video link.
`Hollywood for Beginners' opens with the new figure of Aishwariya Rai and guests get to perform in a scene from the film `Bride & Predjudice'.
`Marry me George' sees guests getting the chance to have a dinner date with Mr Clooney and trying out their best chat-up lines - they are rewarded with either diamond engagement ring or the bill for dinner!
2005 - Madame Tussaud's gets rocking with a new show `Air Guitar Star' starring The Darkness' Justin Hawkins. Guests are taught air guitar moves and battle it out to become the top Rock God!
Guests are invited to try and put a twinkle in the eye of the new Robbie Williams figure, made because the previous figure was literally `worn out' from the over-attention of eager fans!

























                                                Conclusion
In conclusion I'd like to say that writing my work I discovered a lot of astonishing details about the past and present of the museum. It was interesting to learn about opening the Planetarium, moving images and animatronics ride “The Spirit of London”. I could hardly imagine that there are even speaking wax figures and that visitors can freely interact with them - dance, sing, play and what not! I was also impressed reading about Studio Secrets; the process of making wax sculpture is a real art! And can you imagine that each hair is inserted individually and it takes five weeks? And of course it was a surprise for me to follow wonderful changes and how the museum gradually turned into a great international complex Tussaud's Group!
I can't but say I highly appreciate Marie Grosholz, or Madame Tussaud. I admire this talented strong, courageous and enthusiastic business lady. I'm sure her life and the history of the Museum can serve a brilliant example for business people how to develop and extand one's business. No doubts she would be proud to see the fantastic changes of her creation!
My report is supported with a video “Madame Tussaud's Museum”, which was really helpful. I got a vivid picture of the Museum and watched the process of wax figure - making in a mould studio, as if I have visited it myself.
I wish I could drop in a chilling Chamber of Horrors, or come to a life size chocolate figure of Sir Elton John and smell it! And it would be nice to watch David Beckham taking his free kick and listen to his beating heart!
I wonder if there is wax Marilyn Manson there. It would be great!
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