Speech and listening, reading and writing, are all generalised skills, and children’s mastery over them becomes the key factor affecting success at school   In many situations, all of these skills need to be used together. Listening and speaking are very important parts of being able to use English to communicate. Listening skills are also crucial to the development of speaking skills.

 Listening is one of the fundamental language skills. It's a medium through which children, young people and adults gain a large portion of their education--their information, their understanding of the world and of human affairs, their ideals, sense of values, and their appreciation. In this day of mass communication (much of it oral), it is of vital importance that our pupils be taught to listen effectively and critically

Listening is a receptive skill, and receptive skills give way to productive skills. If we have our students produce something, the teaching will be more communicative. This brings us to the must of integrating language skills. 

Listening is the ability to identify and understand what others are saying. This involves understanding a speaker's accent or pronunciation, his grammar and his vocabulary, and grasping his meaning). An able listener is capable of doing these four things simultaneously. There are some micro-skills of listening, which we call enabling skills. They are:

· predicting what people are going to talk about

· guessing at unknown words or phrases without panic

· using one's own knowledge of the subject to help one understand

· recognizing discourse markers, e. g. , Well; Oh, another thing is; Now, finally; etc.
recognizing cohesive devices, e. g. , such as and which, including linking words, pronouns, references, etc.

· understanding different intonation patterns and uses of stress, etc. , which give clues to meaning and social setting

· understanding inferred information, e. g. , speakers' attitude or intentions.

We can divide the listening process into 3 stages;
1. Pre-listening (purpose must be given at this stage),

2. During (in-while) listening,

3. Post -listening (speaking).

There is an association between expectation, purpose, and comprehension, 

The major problem is the actual way listening material is presented to the students. We should use some kind of visual back up for them to understand; give questions and tasks in order to clarify the things in their minds; and be sure that these tasks help in learning, not confusing. Students should learn how use the environmental clues; the speaker's facial expression, posture, eye direction, proximity, gesture, tone of voice, and that general surroundings contribute information.

Videos have become more and more popular in language teaching for decades. All skills, such as speaking, listening, reading, and writing, can be instructed with videos. Videos are not only used for entertainment, but they also can provide a great approach for language teaching and learning. Today we will explore how videos can be used in language classrooms, and how videos can help students improve their listening skills.
What are the benefits of using audio recordings in your classroom?

Video can be a very valuable tool for language learning. The first major advantage of using video is that it can provide samples of real-life situations
 Videos can motivate students to engage in language learning. Students will not only have lessons with videos; they will also use videos to learn language.  
Pupils hear a variety of voices and accents. Audio recordings can provide different models of spoken English. This can help students with pronunciation. Using audio recordings also adds variety to lessons, and some students will enjoy being in a class that uses technology

Video presentations are interesting to language learners. The learner will want to watch, even if comprehension is limited.

It can be entertaining. Music and setting elements can make for an enjoyable experience by learners. Video movies provide topics and ideas for learners to discuss  In conclusion, teaching listening with videos can make lessons more fun and interesting
The choice of videos
Teachers should be well-trained in the use of video and how best to exploit its inherent advantages in a learning environment. Furthermore, the selection of the video content should be appropriate to the level of students’ English proficiency. The topics of the content should be matched to their interests and their background knowledge in order to motivate them to learn. Authentic video material needs to be carefully chosen to ensure the level of difficulty is appropriate and the content is of interest to students. Videos containing difficult vocabulary or ungrammatical or incomplete structures should not be used

The choice of videos is the key which can make videos useful or useless in a lesson plan. Teachers picking a video without consideration of their lessons can turn a lesson into a disaster. Especially for beginning levels, students may get confused if the usage of language in certain videos is too difficult.

The first use of videos is a viewing activity. This probably is the easiest thing for teachers to do in class because they can sit back after they press the play button. This works for developing comprehension in language learning. Many children spend at least four hours at home viewing television, and they enjoy watching videos at home as well. They adopt language from viewing television because visual and auditory support can highly motivate viewers . Videos also create a relaxing and enjoyable learning environment
Playing only the beginning can give students an idea of what this video is about. Students already know about the beginning scene, so students can create a new ending or make an alternate ending for its original ending. On the other hand, teachers may create questions and have students answer questions based on the past scene that students already watched. Students do not just sit there watching videos, but they use videos to acquire language

In conclusion, teaching listening with videos can make lessons more fun and interesting. Since videos are capable of language teaching, teachers should make good use of videos.

How to use videos

Select an audio recording that is suitable for your students and that they will find interesting. Choose a recording that is short. 2. Listen to the audio recording before the class. Write down some questions to ask your students about the piece. You don’t need many; five to eight questions is fine. 3. In class, write questions on the blackboard before you play the audio recording. This will get your students thinking about the topic. It will also help them to focus on key points. It gives them a reason for listening, and it helps them to listen for specific information Play the recording and then give your students some time to discuss the questions in pairs or groups. 5. If your students need it, play the recording again. Then ask for answers to the questions. Remember that you can pause the recording whenever you like. This can be very useful if the recording is long, or if your students are having problems finding the answers to questions.
