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On April 12, 1912, the Titanic, the newest ship of the White Star Line, left Belfast, Ireland, on her first voyage to the United States. Some said there was a golf course on board, and a herd of dairy cows to supply the passengers with fresh milk. While untrue, these tales do help to suggest just how vast the ship really was. At over 46,000 tons, the Titanic was the largest ocean liner in the world.
Although the Titanic's captain had received radio messages warning of icebergs in the area in the night of April 14, he chose to ignore them. After all, the ship had been described as one that "God himself could not sink." The ship was moving swiftly through the North Atlantic when, at twenty minutes to midnight, it struck an iceberg.
In a matter of hours, 1,523 people were to die on the Titanic, One of the survivors, Ruth Becker Blanchard, was a girl of twelve that night. She was eighty-seven when this interview was conducted.
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When were you first aware that something had happened?
"My mother and I both woke up at midnight, and she was a little bit scared because we couldn't hear the engines. On a big ship like that you can always hear the rumbling of the engines, and since we were not supposed to land anywhere between London and New York, she said, "Something's the matter—we've stopped moving."'
Were you scared?
"No. I was just a young girl. I didn't think that way. But Mother got up to ask the steward if anything was wrong. He said, 'Well, it's just a small thing. You can go on back to bed.' And she did. But she did not go back to sleep. And the longer she lay there, the more commotion she heard. People were moving around upstairs, and they were racing around in the halls."
She got up again?
"She did. She went in the hall, and this time the steward said, 'Madam, the Titanic has struck an iceberg. Go back to your cabin immediately, put on your lifebelts, put your coats over your night clothes, and come up to the boat deck and wait for orders,'"
This was now April 15?
"Very early in the morning, after midnight. My mother got us out of bed. 1 don't think she told us about the iceberg—if she did I don't remember it—but she got us dressed, and after we were in our things, we all went to the top deck as we'd been told,"
Was there any panic at this time?
"We went into a great big room on the top deck, and the only thing I saw was that a lot of men and women, mostly women, were sitting there crying, because they didn't know what to do."
No pushing and shoving?
"1 never saw any of that. People were sad but quiet. Even my mother, who was very worried. She said to me, 'Ruth, 1 didn't know it was this cold. Would you go back down to our cabin and bring up blankets to put around you, your brother and sister?”
How cold was it?
"1 guess I was too excited to really notice. I was marveling at everything. It was an adventure at my age. I got the blankets, but I didn't have time to give them to my brother and sister, because the officers came in to say it was time to get in the lifeboats. Then one officer took my brother and sister, and took them up an iron ladder, and put them both in a boat."
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How about you?
"They would not let me in then. Nor would they let my mother in. My mother said, “Please let me in, those are my children”, and when they relented, my mother got in and called back to me to go along the deck right away and look for another lifeboat,"
How long did that take?
"Not long, I saw another officer putting people in a boat, and I asked him. He said “Sure”, and he picked me up and dumped me in, I was the last one. We were all crowded together, we had to stand up in the boat, and there wasn't room for anyone else."
[image: img017]How many were in your boat?
"We had about sixty-five or seventy people. And they started lowering the boat just after I got in. And I'll tell you that was bumpy. You see, the Titanic was new, and the paint was like glue on the pulleys that were used to lower the lifeboats. They were stuck, and the boat did not go down evenly. One end would drop, then the other end would drop, and everybody worried about falling out. Then, when the boat was almost to the water, we saw another boat being lowered right over us. We yelled at them to hold it, but they didn't hear. So one of the men in our boat (boat number thirteen), took a knife and cut the rope, so we could get away. Luckily we didn't have far to drop; we made it, but when we pushed off that other boat plopped right where we had been." 
 
What time was it now?
"Oh, one-thirty, I'm not sure. But I do know the first thing I saw when we were in the water. Now this is what I remember seeing. There was a great big gash in the side of the Titanic, where the ship had hit the iceberg, and water was rushing in."
Was it going down yet?
"Very slowly. And it was so beautiful. When we got quite a ways away, and we looked back, the lights were on all over the ship, over the whole ship, and it was going down so smoothly. It was terrible, but it was beautiful."
Could you see the people aboard?
"Yes, and I could hear them, which was awful; I didn't like it at all. When the ship started to go down faster, the people on the decks knew it, and they started to shout and to scream. They said “Help us, please help us!” I could see them on all of the decks. Many of them jumped overboard. Well, I didn't like it, but I don't think I really understood. I think maybe I still thought it was unsinkable and the people would still be saved."
Did any of the people who jumped come to your boat?
"One man did, but we could not take a single other person. The men would not let him in, and the poor fellow just swam away."
When did the ship finally go down?
"Not long after [2:30 A.M.]. The prow went first, dropping away, and the stern seemed to me to stand straight up in the water. It was three, four, five minutes, and it disappeared."
The broken halves of the TITANIC came to rest at a depth of 12.000 feet. It probably took the great liner ten minutes to hit bottom, at a speed of 20 m.p.h. Later inquiries showed that most if not all loss of life could have been avoided. The ship carried lifeboats for only half the passengers, a gross error, and many of them were lowered away before filling. Also, a potential rescue ship was only ten miles away, but the radio operator of the vessel was off duty and did not hear the SOS, and the captain dismissed the distress flares as a ship-to-ship greeting.
Mrs. Blanchard says only seven hundred people were saved:
"1 still had my blankets on in the lifeboat. And the man who was in charge asked me if he could have them. He said the sailors who were rowing had been down in their bunks when the ship hit the iceberg, and they were called up to man the lifeboats before they had a chance to get jackets."
Did you give them up?
"Of course. There was quite a bit of helping one another in the boat. There was this German lady next to me, and she was crying, and I asked her why she was crying. She said she had a six-week-old baby, and she was separated from it during the confusion of getting into the lifeboats, and now she said it was in a boat by itself, wrapped up, and she thought it might be
 
thrown over."
Thrown over?
"Accidentally. If they just thought it was a bundle of clothes. So I told the lady that I was sort of in the same predicament. I had been separated from my mother and my brother and sister. So if we were rescued I said I would help her find her baby, and she could help me find the members of my family."
And when were you rescued?
"We got off the Titanic about one-thirty, and we saw rockets going off in the distance about four or four-thirty. Then we heard the foghorn, and finally we saw a big light shining down on the water, and we knew it was a ship. It was the Carpathia. And we were saved."
Still standing up after three hours?
"Yes. They picked us out of the boat by ropes. It was so cold that our hands were frozen, we couldn't hang on to anything. So they tied us in swings and hauled us up one by one, to a big room, where they had brandy and hot coffee and some food, I didn't get any of the brandy, of course, I was not old enough, but I was thankful to be alive, and the first thing I did was to set out with the little German lady so we could find her six-week-old baby.
"And we found it. Oh, my, I never saw anyone that happy in my life! She hugged it and kissed it and rocked it in her arms. Then, a little while later, about nine or ten in the morning, a woman came up to me and asked if I was Ruth Becker. I said I was, and she said “Your mother has been looking for you.” I said You mean she's safe, and the lady said Yes, and so were my brother and sister. I was as happy as the German lady.
"So we were all okay. But we didn't celebrate, because it was a terribly sad time for many other people. You know, on the Titanic it was women and children first, and most of the husbands were left behind. Many of them said they would be all right, that they would be along in later lifeboats, but nobody on the Carpathia could be certain. So the women stood at the rail, and looked and looked to see if their husbands would come.
"They never saw them. When a boatload of women and children were rescued, the Carpathia would send crews out in the boat to try to find others. But they all came back empty, so far as I could tell. All those men. Even if they did jump off before the Titanic went down, they could not last long in the cold water. So then, when all the boats were in, at twelve noon, the captain announced that the Carpathia was going on to New York City. And everybody knew then. All the men had drowned. Oh, my, when he made that announcement, the whole ship went silent."
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left Belfast, Ireland, on her first voyage to the United States. Some
said there was a golf course on board, and a herd of dairy cows to
supply the passengers with fresh milk. While untrue, these tales do
help to suggest just how vast the ship really was. At over 46,000 tons,
the Titanic was the largest ocean liner in the world.

Although the Titanic’s captain had received radio messages warning of
icebergs in the area on the night of April 14, he chose to ignore them.
After all, the ship had been described as one that “God himself could
not sink.” The ship was moving swiftly through the North Atlantic
when, at twenty minutes to midnight, it struck an iceberg.

In a matter of hours, 1,523 people were to die on the Titanic. One of
the survivors, Ruth Becker Blanchard, was a girl of twelve that night.
She was eighty-seven when this interview was conducted.

The “Unsinkable” Tifanic

from American Tapestry, by Tom Tiede

When were you first aware that something had happened?

“My mother and | both woke up at midnight, and she was a lit-
tie bit scared because we couldn't hear the engines. On a big ship
like that you can always hear the rumbling of the engines, and since
we were not supposed to land anywhere between London and New
York, she said, ‘Something’s the matter—we've stopped moving.'"

Were yvou scared?

“No. | was just a young girl. | didn't think that way. But Mother
got up to ask the steward if anything was wrong. He said, ‘Well, it's
just a small thing. You can go on back to bed." And she did. But she
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