Cultural guideline: The way we celebrate birthdays
Time: 45 min +
Level: 7-8

Student needs:
Students will need to understand the difference of holiday traditions in different cultures and why they happen.

Objectives
1. Students will understand that countries and cultures from around the world celebrate holidays with unique traditions, foods, clothing, and activities.
2. Students will be able to compare and analyse how the traditions reflect the history, values, and beliefs, norms of the people who live in different cultures
3. Students will be able to give specific examples of what it means to be from different cultures, concretely describe details of their holiday traditions and make predictions about traditions of other cultures.
4. Students will be able to identify similarities and differences among holiday traditions  in different cultures
5. Students will demonstrate an appreciation for a holiday that is celebrated by another country or culture by sharing what is learned about the holiday 
6. Students will have an increased sense of self-worth.
7. Students will be able to practice the target language through a range of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and visual literacy activities.
8. Students will be able to use technology to obtain information and exchange opinions with others

Sequence: 
1. View video, discuss questions on the theme
2. Revise holiday vocabulary
3. Begin to distinguish diversity of cultures analyzing different types of birthday celebrations (video, texts, dialogues)
4. Stage an international birthday party / conduct mini-presentations to other groups on their findings on the topic and report to the class

Language and skills: 
· Birthday traditions, games, food and drink; useful phrases to talk about them
· Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on the topic, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.
· Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
· Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
· Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).

Materials: 
· a world map,
· birthday/holiday posters, postcards, dictionaries
· handout “Birthday around the world”
· a list of birthday/holiday websites 
http://mentalfloss.com/article/52335/7-birthday-traditions-around-world
http://www.birthdaycelebrations.net/traditions.htm
http://family.lovetoknow.com/cultural-heritage-symbols/birthday-traditions-around-world

Teaching:
1. 5min.  
Show students the videos “Holidays All Around the World “
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lp3xpaLeasM for discussion:
· What role do holidays and celebrations play in our lives?
· How important are they in our lives?
· How does our culture or ethnic background affect the way we celebrate?
2. 5 min. 
Hang the map of the world on the blackboard. Circle your hand around the map and ask your learner to say ‘Stop!’ When your learner says ‘Stop!’ you should try to name a holiday from the country you are pointing to. Swap roles and repeat the activity. See who can name the most holidays from around the world.

3. 20 min.
· Discuss with your students the meaning of the term "to celebrate," and list on the poster the six different elements of celebrations that, singly or in combination, are found in all celebrations: masks, costumes, music, dance, food and games. 
· Then tell the children you are to have them think about one particular kind of celebration- the birthday- as it is observed in your country and in several other countries around the world. Ask the students to think of all the words, they associate with BIRTHDAY. Write the list on the blackboard (http://www.enchantedlearning.com/wordlist/birthday.shtml -birthday vocabulary word list)
· Using the video “A birthday party” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibmku9k-coU ), explain that there are many types of birthday celebration in different cultural and ethnic groups, different rules about how and when people do it.

· Now have each child recall to him/herself, in as many details as possible, his/her own most recent birthday. Which of the six elements of celebration did that event include? On a sheet of paper, have the child write down, under each element, some specific details from his/her own birthday experience. Compare their results in pairs.

4. 15 min
· Distribute student handouts, and discuss the instructions. Students may take the handouts home and complete them independently or work in groups, using the dictionaries available in the classroom.
· Select five or six different countries for the comparison. These may be countries students are studying in geography or world cultures. Or they may be the countries of origin of the families of some of your students. 
· Divide the class into as many teams as you have countries, and assign one country to each team. Have each team use different resources to find out all it can about the breakfast traditions in these assigned countries and create team posters using drawings, photos of birthday scenes, as well as objects of celebration. 
· Have half of each team concentrate on people's personal birthdays and the other half concentrate on community observances. To guide their research and note-taking, the students should use as a mental reminder the six elements of celebration discussed before.

5. Next week, as a culmination to their study students may:
· have each team report on its findings to the rest of the class or
· stage an international birthday celebration with food in as well as music, games, and customs from each of the assigned countries.

Handout “Birthday around the world”
In pairs or individually, research a country/countries and write about the birthday habits of the people

	Country
	Foods/Drinks
	Games
	Ways of cooking
	Costumes/ Masks
	Dance/ Music

	
	
	
	
	
	



