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The subject of the lesson  The presidents of the USA  10 -11classes 

The main aims:
- to revise material on the topic;

- to improve speaking and listening  skills, skills of presentation; 

- to practise discussing and critical thinking skills;

- develop the ability to act out  the scenes.

Subsidiary aims:

- to develop the pupil’s communicative skills;

 - to develop pupils’ memory.

Lesson plan
I .Greetings

II. Warming –up activities

a. Short quiz

1.What is the full name of the country which we call America?(the USA)
2.What is the capital of the USA?(Washington, DC)
3. How many stars and stripes are there on the American flag?(50 and 13)
4. Where does American President work and live?(the White House)

5. What is the national currency?(dollars)

6. How many Presidents were there in the USA?(44)

7. Who is the President of the country? (Barak Obama)

b. Choose the adjectives to each letter in the word P R E S I D E N T
c.     Imagine your are going to be present at the conference where the president of your county makes a speech. Ask him as many  questions as you can.
III . The main part

· Presentations 

(The teacher invites students to act out their presentations about US Presidents)
George Washington (1732 – 1799)

The first President of the USA

The Father of his country

“It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government. The rule indeed extends with more or less force to every species of free government.”
From “Farewell Address” delivered by G.Washington to his cabinet,  1796.

George Washington was born on February 22, 1732 in Virginia, was a natural leader.

After   his 22nd birthday he served the army of the King  George  III of     England and was put to command of a troop of soldiers. He always showed courage that inspired everybody.

 As it is known, soon the colonists began to want their freedom, and live with a set of rules based on democracy, not under the rule of far away king.

Washington led and encouraged his inexperienced armies against the British forces for 8 years until the colonies won the Independence. He agreed to serve his country as the first President.

In 1789 during the Inauguration Day he said the following words:”I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of the president of the United States, and will try to the best of my ability, to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. So help me God.(since then ,every new President says these words.)

He accepted two terms as President and turned down a third one, wishing only to retire to his beautiful family home, Mount Vernon.

There are some other interesting facts about George Washington.While in office he held a contest for the best architectural design of a “President’s Palace” An Irish architect named James Hoban won 500 dollars, a piece of land and of course the honor of having his plans used in final design. Today it is called simply ”The White House”.
A widely popular public holiday is Washington ’s Birthday. It is celebrated on the 3rd Monday in February.(many Americans believe that this is now called the Presidents’ Day  in honor of both Presidents Washington and Lincoln whose birthdays are in February. It turns out that whether you honor one or the other or both of these presidents may depend on where you live.)
Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)

The 16th President of the USA, a Republican

“…this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; the government of the people, by the people and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

From The Gettysburg Address.1863

Abraham Lincoln was born on February12,1809 in a log cabin in Kentucky.

Self-educated he practiced law from 1837 in Springfield, Illinois.

He  was a member of the state legislature and known as Honest Abe(=Abraham).
In 1856 he joined the new Republican Party.

In 1860 he was chosen by the Republicans and pledged to oppose the extension of slavery ,as their presidential candidate.

In 1861 he is elected as the President of the USA.

When seven Southern states proclaimed their formal secession from the Union, he declared that no state had the right to secede from it.
Lincoln and the Civil War 

In 1862 Lincoln proclaimed the emancipation of all slaves in states engaged in rebellion, thereby surpassing the limits of the constitution he had gone to the war to maintain.
In the Gettysburg Address in 1863 he claims the aims of preserving a “nation conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all people are created equal”.

With the war turning in favor of the North, he was re -elected in 1864 with a large majority on a National Union ticket (амер.список кандидатів на пост президента і віце президента).

Five days after General Lee’s surrender, Lincoln was shot in a theatre audience by an actor and Confederate sympathizer, John Wilkes.
There are some other interesting facts about Abraham Lincoln:

There is the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C

The familiar portrait of the nation’s 16th President still appears on the heads side of the coin .But the tails side is redesigned. Each new penny features one of four scenes depicting  Lincoln’s life. Besides there is a Lincoln commemorative silver dollar which was released in 2009.The tails side will also be changed again to feature an image that signifies Lincoln’s “preservation of the united States as a single and united country”.
· Multiple choice test base on presented information above:

1. George Washington was born

a) on February 22, 1732
b) on February 27,1732

c) on January 22,1732

2) George Washington is :

a) the second president of the US

b) the first  president of the US

c) the fifth president of the US

3) George Washington accepted:

a) one term as President and turned down a second one

b) three terms as President 

c) two terms as President and turned down a third one

4) The best architectural design of a “President’s Palace created by James Hoban  is
a) ”The White House”

b)  ”The Blue House”

c) ”The Yellow House”

5) Abraham Lincoln is

a) the 16th President of the USA, a Republican

b) the 14th President of the USA, a Republican

c)the 4th President of the USA, a Democrat

6)In 1862 Lincoln proclaimed 

a)the emancipation of some slaves in states

b)the emancipation of all slaves in states

a)the emancipation of all slaves in two states

7) There is the Lincoln Memorial:

a) in Washington, D.C

b) in Washington

c) in New York

· Comment on these quotations and take the position on “Yes and No”table
John F.Kennedy

Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.

Inaugural Address, January 20,1961

           Thomas Jefferson 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights , that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

From The  Declaration of Independece,1776

· Act out the scenes (humor time), students try themselves in the field of acting
Calvin Coolidge, 1872-1933,30th president of the USA
A. President Coolidge was a man of few words, and it was difficult to make him talk. Once a Washington lady made a bet that she could make the President talk. She thought that if she told him about her bet , he would laugh and say at least a few words to her. Soon after making her bet, she met the President , smiled at him as sweetly as she could, and said,” 

Oh ,Mr. President, I’ve made a bet that I can make you say at least three words.”You lose, Coolidge replied.

B. Once a foreign diplomat found Lincoln cleaning his shoes.

“What ? the diplomat cried, ”Mr. President, you clean your shoes!”

“Yes,” Lincoln said, whose do you clean?”

C. William Howard Taft(1857-1930),the 27th president of the USA

Once when William Howard Taft was making political speech, there were some of his opponents in the audience. Suddenly one of them threw a cabbage at him. Taft looked at the cabbage and said,” I see that one of my opponents has lost his head.”
D. George Washington was always very punctual, and he demanded punctuality from others.
One morning his private secretary was half an hour late at the office. He upstairs, opened the door very quietly and sat down at his desk. The President, who was already at work, looked at him and asked, “Why are you late?” The secretary , who had no reason at all for being late, did not know what to answer. At last he pulled out his watch and said,

“I think, sir, my watch is slow.”

President Washington pulled out his watch, looked at it and then replied,” I am sorry , but I’m afraid you must get another watch , or I’ll have to get another secretary”
· Listening task (T/F test) Video (mount Rushmore from the internet recourses)
1. The Mount Rushmore is an example of Freedom, Peace and Democracy.(T)
2. There are 5 faces of American Presidents.(F)- 4 Presidents

3. The Mount Rushmore shows the faces of 4 American Presidents: George Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson and Gerald Ford.(F)- Abraham Lincoln.

4. The damage of the stone is caused by acid.(T)

5.  They use planes to clean the Mount Rushmore.(F)- helicopters 
6. It takes 2 hours for the cleaning experts to rise the top of the mountain.(F)-half an hour)

7. Nobody should have the fear of height.(T)

8. The culture cleaning project is noticed by newspapers, radio and press.(F)- TV

9.  People from Russia set the Culture Cleaning Project(F)-German

10. After cleaning the  Mount Rushmore looks much lighter.(T)
11. The visitors are delighted after visiting the Mount.(T)
12.  The Monument is shining in glory. It is a good example of international cooperation and peace.(F)- friendship.
IV. Summing up, reflection 

 Lottery game (You are giving the beginning of the statement and the endings are mixed. Each group has got different endings, they have to understand the context)
For the first group:

1. Before being a President…

(on the sheets of paper it’s written)

26 Presidents were lawyers, 12 Presidents were generals…
2. President –an only child in the family

Only 3 of this country’s 43 presidents can be considered only children:

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Gerald Ford, Bill Clinton 
(all three had half siblings)

3. Capitals after Presidents

There are 2 world capitals named for American presidents.

One is Washington D.C.

The other capital city named after a U.S. president is Monrovia , the capital city of the African country Liberia.(Monrovia was founded in 1822 during the term of President James Monroe).

4. Zodiac signs of Presidents

There have been 5 Scorpio Presidents: 

James Garfield

Warren G.Hardings

James K Polk

Theodore Roosevelt

5 Aquarius Presidents:

William H.Harrison

Abraham Lincoln

William McKinley

Franklin D. Roosevelt

4 Presidents were born under each of these signs:

Taurus, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn, and Pisces.

The country went without a Gemini president for more than 180 years before John F.Kennedy was elected in 1960.

The history has many interesting facts and secrets, so be curious all the time. 
