Travelling. The cities of Great Britain and Europe.
Suggested level A2-B1

Objectives:
To develop skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking through               various creative activities             
[bookmark: _GoBack]               To broaden students’ knowledge about different countries, their traditions, culture
To expand students' knowledge about large cities of the UK and Europe
               To develop socio-cultural competence
               Equipment: Success pre-intermediate ( Pearson) with CD, handouts, computer presentations, cards for group work, pictures, maps, badges, flags.

Procedure
 I. Greeting. Introducing the topic
T. Good morning! Glad to see all of you in good health and mood!  Today we have unusual lesson. It’s a Presentation Lesson and its topic is ‘European twin cities of Kharkiv. The aim of our lesson is to improve our knowledge, to learn more about different European Countries and broaden our outlook.
At our previous lesson you were given a task to find out what European cities are twin cities of Kharkiv and prepare short presentations about them. So, what is your income?
P1: To fulfill the task we had to use free encyclopedia-Wikipedia and we got the following information.
Kharkiv is twinned with: 
· [image: Italy]Bologna, Italy (1966)
· [image: Czech Republic]Brno, Czech Republic (2005) 
· [image: Montenegro]Cetinje, Montenegro (2011) 
· [image: United States]Cincinnati, United States (1989) 
· [image: Latvia]Daugavpils, Latvia (2006) 
· [image: Turkey]Gaziantep, Turkey (2011)
· [image: China]Jinan, PR China (2004) 
· [image: Lithuania]Kaunas, Lithuania (2001) 
· [image: Georgia (country)]Kutaisi, Georgia (2005) 
· [image: France]Lille, France (1978)  
· [image: Germany]Nuremberg, Germany (1990)
·  [image: Poland]Poznań, Poland (1998) 
· [image: Israel]Rishon LeZion, Israel (2008)
·  [image: Russia]Saint Petersburg, Russia (2003)
·  [image: China]Tianjin, PR China (1993)
·  [image: Bulgaria]Varna, Bulgaria (1995)
· [image: Poland]Warsaw, Poland (2011)
 (
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)T: And you were divided into six groups according to what city you have chosen. So you had a choice to make up your own mind and choose among the cities and countries. You also had a task to prepare computer presentations about the twin city of Kharkiv you have chosen, the card with the name of the city to stand on the desk and main official signs – flags and badges  for each member of your group. So, if you are ready, let us begin. (Students sit in groups at the desks)
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 T: As you see, we have six groups: these are the representatives of Varna (Bulgaria), Brno (Czech Republic), Lille (France), Nuremberg (Germany), Warsaw (Poland) and Kharkiv (Ukraine). Put on your badges, please. 
II. Warm-up.
T: Well done! Amazing! And now I want to ask you: all these countries -except only one-are the members of the European Organization. So, here are my questions: what is the name of the organization and which country hasn’t joined it yet (but is on its way to fulfilling the task)?
P1: The organization is called the European Union.
P2: And the country, which has not joined it, is unfortunately Ukraine.
T: Right you are. Teacher sticks the flags of the countries-members of the European Union on the board and asks the students to guess the names of the countries and their capitals.
T: Now you will see the flags of the countries, your task is to name the countries and their capitals (if you remember them from your Geography lessons). 
T: You are absolutely correct. We are going to talk about the European Union. However, I would like you to listen to the song and tell me – do you know this piece of music? (The official anthem of the European Union sounds).
P3: It is the official anthem of the European Union
P4: It is based on the main theme of part 4 of Ludwig van Beethoven’s ninth symphony and is performed at official events of the organization.
T: Thank you very much, I am very satisfied to have such intelligent students at the lesson, then, if you know the topic –let us work further. If you look around the English Study, you will see a lot of maps here. But at today’s lesson we are going to use only the maps of Ukraine and the maps of Europe. You have already read many texts in your books and spoken about these countries in your Geography lessons. But today we are going to learn more about them and compare these six countries.
 But as we are going to travel around Europe before doing that let’s check your knowledge of English proverbs containing verb travel.
 Look at the screen and match the beginning of the proverb in column A with its ending in column B 
	Match the beginning of the proverb in column A with its ending in column B.

	1.
	Bad news…
	A.
	…to travel hopefully than to arrive.

	2.
	He travels fastest…
	B.
	…broadens the mind.

	3.
	It is better …
	C.
	…who travels alone.

	4.
	Travel…
	D.
	… knows much.

	5.
	He that travels far…
	E.
	… travels fast.

	
	
	
	



Then, give your explanations to the proverbs-how you understand them.
Possible answers:
1. Bad news travels fast.
P1: Information about trouble or misfortune spreads quickly (more quickly than good news). 
2. He travels fastest who travels alone.
 P2: It is easier to achieve your aims if you do not have other connections to consider. 
3. It is better to travel hopefully than to arrive.
 P3: You should enjoy the process of doing something, rather than wait for the result of doing it. 
4. Travel broadens the mind.
P4: When you travel, you learn things about the people and places you see. 

5. He that travels far knows much.
P5: When a person travels a lot, he gets to know a lot.
T: Thanks! You were active. And now Presentation time!

III. Main part.
T: Each group had to prepare presentation about their country and we are all eager to watch these presentations you have prepared beforehand with some basic but interesting information about your cities. Remember your time limits-not more than 3 minutes talk-and the condition: you had to prepare the most interesting information. So, representatives of the groups, attention, please, your task is also to watch, listen and ask questions-your marks depend on that, too.
(Students show their presentations and give short talks on them).    
T: Well done! O.K! You have just watched six excellent presentations. And now let’s check how attentive you are.
2. Group work. Speaking.
Each group of students ask their questions to the other groups. Teacher controls and helps students.
Sample questions:
· What countries take part in International Toy Show in Nuremberg?
· What is the name of the winner of Euro-dog Show- 2018 in no? What country is he from? etc.
3. Reading. 
T: Your work is brilliant. You have found and presented very interesting information about European twin towns of our city. But do you know if there are any British cities among our twin towns?
P1. There are only 5 towns and cities in the UK which are twin towns and cities of Ukrainian ones, but unfortunately Kharkiv doesn’t have any.  
T: Let’s try to correct that fact. But I’d like to introduce six British tows and famous places to you and-who knows-perhaps one of them will soon become out twin city.
Pre-reading:
T : Each team now gets a short text about a city, town or a place in the UK. Your task is to look through them and find them on the map of the UK .

Places to visit in Britain
Bath
A town not far from Bristol, this is one of England’s most attractive cities. It contains some of the finest Roman buildings in Britain, including the famous baths, which were built in 60AD. In the 18th century, it became the most fashionable spa towns in Britain. Today you can steel see many streets of elegant terrace3d houses. It is a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Canterbury
A historic city in southeast England. In 597 AD it was the place where St. Augustine introduced Christianity to England. The current cathedral was started in 1070. Canterbury is the home of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the head of the Anglican Church. Although Canterbury was damaged during World War 2, it still has many attractive medieval buildings and narrow streets. 

          Edinburgh
The capital of Scotland. The centre of the city is full of historic medieval buildings, churches, palaces and museums. It is especially famous for its castle (12th century) which stands high over the city on a granite rock.it is an important university centre and is a centre for the arts. The arts festival, which takes place here in August, is the largest in Europe.

           Oxford
A city about fifty miles northwest of London. Its world-famous university was started in the 12th century – one of the first in Europe. The university has over thirty colleges but perhaps the most famous include Merton, Balliol and University College. In the 20th century, it also became England’s main centre for making cars. However, education still dominates oxford – in fact, eight percent of the population are teachers!

          Stratford-on-Avon
Stratford is a market town to the south of Birmingham. It is most famous for being the birthplace of William Shakespeare. Every year Stratford is visited by over two million tourists. Today it is an important cultural centre (the town is the home of the Royal Shakespeare Theatre).
Post –reading
T: Read the texts again and match the questions to the cities. Sometimes there is more than one answer possible.
Which place:
1. is a university city?
2. has got a famous castle?
3. is the birthplace of someone famous?
4. has got a lot of medieval buildings?
5. is a religious centre?
6. is also an industrial city?
7. is a cultural centre?
8. is a spa town?
4. Listening.
T: Listen to five short extracts 1-5 and match them with situations a-e:
a. Asking for directions.
b. On a guided tour
c. In a taxi
d. In a hotel reception
e. A station announcement

T: And now you are going to listen to the travellers’ conversations and decide which of the town we have already read about they are visiting 
1._____     2._____     3._____     4._____   5._____
5. Group work. Speaking.
T: Well done! And we came to our final task. You work in groups which you form at the very beginning of the lesson. You have a few minutes to discuss in your groups which of the British cities and towns you would like to have as a twin city of Kharkiv and give arguments for your point of view (e.g. we’d choose Bath as it’s a famous tourist destination and it would be nice to have close connections with such a city
IV. Final part.
1. Summing up 
T.: What have we learnt during the lesson?
P1.: we have listened to the text, 
P2.: we have read the texts etc. 
What new facts about European cities have you learnt during the lesson? (you can use your table) 
2. Estimation.
-giving marks for the lesson (the captains of the groups estimate their members’ work in the lists and they themselves are estimated by the teacher)
-students estimate the lesson putting the small sheets of paper into the necessary column of the table on the board
3. Home assignment: 
T: as a home task you should: 
· Do your home task in the same groups as at today’s lesson
· choose a well known tourist destination in Ukraine
· write a short guidebook entry for the place (use the short texts about the UK towns you were given)
· don’t  mention the name of the place in your descriptions
· at the next lesson you will swap your descriptions with another group and guess the place they have described

Reference:
1. Stuart McKinlay, Bob Hastings. Success Pre-intermediate-Pearson
2. Ray John. A complete collection of English proverbs. Forgotten books, 2013.























image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.png




image11.png




image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png




image1.png




