

План-конспект уроку
з англійської мови
у 10 класі
Stonehenge: facts and 
legends
                                       [image: Photo of London Stonehenge, Windsor Castle and Bath Day Trip from London Stonehenge]


                                                   Борисяк Ольга Мирославівна
                                             вчитель опорного закладу 
                                                                    Теребовлянська ЗОШ І-ІІІ ступенів №1



 ‘Stonehenge. Facts and legends’
Level:    intermediate (class 10)
 Objectives: 
· to activate the topic-related vocabulary, involving pupils into communicative activity by means of group work;
· to expand pupils’ knowledge on the topic, their cultural awareness;
· to develop speaking skills through reading and listening;
· to develop pupils’ creative skills, skills in giving opinions;
· to teach tolerance and understanding while working in groups;

Equipment: handouts, whiteboard, video

Procedure
I. Introduction  Warm-up
T: Do you like mysteries? 
P1: Yes, it’s interesting and exciting.
P2: Not very much because it’s sometimes scary.
[image: Photo of London Stonehenge, Windsor Castle and Bath Day Trip from London Stonehenge]T: Anyway, we’re going to deal with some mysterious things today. Look at the board. Do you recognize the place? 
P: Yes, it’s Stonehenge.
T: You’re right. Of course, you recognize it. At the previous lesson we read a little bit about this mysterious place. And today we’re going to recall the things you remember about this monument and learn a lot more. So, what seems  the most interesting for you?
P1: Stonehenge is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Great Britain. It is more than 4 000 years old, and it is one of the wonders of the world. There are other stone circles in Great Britain, and some are older and bigger, but Stonehenge is the most famous. It isn’t really one circle, it’s actually two, and they were built at different times. The circle of bigger stones was built first.
P2: The smaller circle isn’t as old as the bigger one. The stones from these circles are also different, they come from different places, but both circles are ancient. They are older than some of the Egyptian pyramids.
P3: Nobody really knows how the stones were carried there. It’s a mystery. This was before the wheel was invented, and the biggest stones weigh about 45 tones – that’s heavier than eight elephants.
P4: There are a lot of theories about Stonehenge. Many people believe it was a giant calendar or a temple.
T: Thanks, that was interesting but there is much more about this amazing place. And we’re going to discover it today. Are you ready? Let’s start then. First of all you should know that Stonehenge was not built in one day. There were three stages of its construction. We can assume there were three different Stonehenges.
II. Group work
T: Now you’re going to work in groups. We’ll have two groups: ‘Detectives’ and ‘Experts’. ‘Detectives’, you are investigating about the phases of the construction of Stonehenge. So make questions to ask the ‘Experts’ about these stages. (e.g.time, material, shape, etc.)‘Experts’, you are to read some information about the stages of Stonehenge’s construction, analyze it and answer the ‘Detectives’ questions. You can use the internet if you don’t know the answer to the detectives’ question.
Three phases of the construction of Stonehenge
Stonehenge itself is not actually just one monument that most of us are familiar with. Stonehenge consists of three separate phases; the earliest dating back to around 3100 B.C. Stonehenge is composed of earthworks that surround a circular pattern of large standing stones.  The surrounding circular earth bank and a ditch, which constitute the earliest phase of the monument, have been dated to about 3100 BC
                                             1st Phase
The first monument consisted of a circular bank and a ditch, it was about   [image: http://mostlyghosts.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/stonehenge-map-191x2671.jpg] 360 ft in diameter with an entrance to the north east and a smaller one to the south.  It stood in open grassland on a slightly sloping but
not especially remarkable spot. The builders placed the bones of deer and oxen at the bottom of the ditch as well as some tools. This first stage is dated to around 3100 BC after which the ditch began to silt up naturally.
2nd Phase
There is basically nothing left that is visible from the second phase. But there are a large number of postholes which lend evidence to a large wooden or timber structure built on this site during the early 3rd millennium BC. The postholes are around 16 inches in diameter and are much less regularly spaced. Fragments of unburnt human bones as well as cremated remains and pottery were found in the ditch. Stonehenge is therefore interpreted as a cemetery of that time, the earliest known cremation cemetery in the British Isles. Burials continued at Stonehenge for at least another 500 years.

3rd Phase
Around 2600 BC the timber was upgraded to stone and the image of Stonehenge as we know it now was born. There is much debate about how humans could have transported and lifted these stones into place during this time. There is also debate over where exactly the stones came from. Although it seems evident that many people took great care to build these structures and made sure to build them there. Why there?

Possible questions
1. When was the first phase?
2. Was the first Stonehenge made of stone?
3. What was the Stonehenge of the second phase made of? 
4. How do we know about it?
5. When was the last Stonehenge built?
6. What was the second Stonehenge used for?
7. Were all the Stonehenges the same size?

Possible answers
1. It was in around 3000 BC.	
2. No, it wasn’t. There was only a ditch with two banks at that time.
3. It was made of wood.
4. There are a number of postholes around Stonehenge now, that’s why we can say that there was a large wooden or timber structure here long ago. 
5. It was built around 2600 BC.
6. Scientists found a lot of bone fragments on this site so they think it was used as a cemetery at that time.
7. No, they weren’t. They were all of different size.

T: Great job! Both groups were excellent. Thank you!

III. Project presentations

T: Stonehenge. It’s really a fantastic place, a mystery that will probably never be solved. But we’ll try to discover more about this place today. So we move on to your homework. You were to prepare presentations. Groups 1 were to find out about different purposes of Stonehenge. Group 2 were to look for some legends about Stonehenge. Please, you are welcome with your presentations. (Students present their group projects which was the homework.)



Group 1 projects
1. A place for burial[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSKOWJml7L42ACgNQhtRTx_YWgkrTSNNHOuli_Psiy6aITMFOinog]
Stonehenge may have originally been a cemetery for the elite, according to some scientists. Bone fragments were first found at the Stonehenge site more than a century ago, bone fragments represented 63 separate individuals. The analysis shows that the people buried at the site were men and women in equal proportions, with some children as well.
The burials were in about 3000 B.C., and the very first stones were brought from Wales at that time to mark the graves. The archaeologists suggest that the people buried in the graves may have been religious or political elite. 
2. A place for healing
Another theory suggests that Stone Age people saw Stonehenge as a place with healing properties. In 2008, archaeologists reported that a large number of skeletons with signs of illness or injury. The archaeologists also reported discovering fragments of the Stonehenge bluestones — the first stones erected at the site — that had been chipped away by ancient people, perhaps to use as talismans for protective or healing purposes. 
3. A soundscape
[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQk0fBtEGhK95Svh5VDBeQjRwkS6q8aOHr1IBbEGYAmWvpKd4jl]
Another theory says that Stonehenge's circular construction was created to mimic a sound illusion. That's the theory of Steven Waller, a researcher in archaeoacoustics. Waller says that if two pipers play their instruments in a field, a listener can notice a strange effect. In certain spots, the sound waves from the pipes cancel each other out, creating quiet spots.
The stones of Stonehenge create a similar effect.
Waller's theory is speculative, but other researchers have confirmed that Stonehenge has amazing acoustics. A study found that the circle makes sound reverberations similar to those in a modern-day cathedrals or concert halls.
4. A celestial observatory
Another theory says that Stonehenge is a celestial observatory, a place dedicated to the sun. Ancient people were interested in astrological phenomena like the two solstices and equinoxes and lunar and solar eclipses. Many ancient cultures held festivals on the solstices and equinoxes.
Stonehenge is built so that on the equinoxes and the solstices, the sun rising over the horizon appears to be perfectly placed between gaps in the megaliths.
When one stands in the middle of Stonehenge and looks through the entrance the Sun will rise above the Heel Stone. If one stands in the entrance and looks into the circle in the evening, the Sun will set between the trilithon stones.
Both summer and winter solstices are still celebrated there today.

5. A team-building exercise
[image: Stonehenge]
Professor Mike Parker of Sheffield University thinks Stonehenge was something like an ancient team-building exercise. The beginning of the site's construction coincides with a time of increased unity among the Neolithic people of Britain. Perhaps someone wanted the people of the community to unite, to be one true team. So they started this massive project.
 Mike Parker says "Stonehenge itself is a massive monument, and it required thousands of people to move stones from Wales, shape and erect them. Just the work itself, requiring huge efforts of people of different skills, would have been an act of unification." 
Stonehenge marks the “unification of Britain,” a point when people across the island worked together and used a similar style of houses, pottery and other items.

Group 2 projects
LEGENDS
1.    Stonehenge is an enigmatic prehistoric monument located on a chalky plain north of the modern day city of Salisbury, England. It was started 5,000 years ago and modified by ancient Britons over a period of 1,000 years.  Its purpose continues to be a mystery. That’s why there are so many legends and stories connected with its origin and construction. Here are some of them. 
2. THE SUN AND HER FOLLOWERS
In the past, people worshipped the sun and were able to communicate with it.
[image: http://www.math.nus.edu.sg/aslaksen/gem-projects/hm/0102-1-stonehenge/legend1.gif]One day, a group of followers wanted to build a temple to worship the sun. The sun directed them to a small forest by the river where they could find wood. By the next day, they built a wood henge. The sun was pleased.
After some time, the sun got stronger. It found that the wood henge was not good enough and instructed them to find stones up north, to build a henge made of stone.
So they travelled to search for the sacred stones. After having found the stones, they destroyed the wood henge and constructed the Stonehenge.
Now the sun was pleased that its followers are so keen on it and had a special place to worship it. 


3. THE LEGEND OF THE DANCING GIANTS
[image: http://www.math.nus.edu.sg/aslaksen/gem-projects/hm/0102-1-stonehenge/legend2.gif]It was believed that before the humans appeared there were giants on the earth.
One day, the giants were dancing and circling around on the Salisbury Plain. Suddenly, they were frozen and turned into stones. This explains why Stonehenge consists of concentric circles.
Many people believed this legend in the past because the shape of Stonehenge somewhat resembles the shape of giants holding hands, standing in a circle.
[image: http://www.math.nus.edu.sg/aslaksen/gem-projects/hm/0102-1-stonehenge/legend4.jpg]4. MERLIN AND KING ARTHUR’S UNCLE
According to legend, in 450 AD, there was a very bloody war on Salisbury Plain between the British and the Saxons. The Saxons killed three hundred English soldiers and buried them on Salisbury Plain. King Aurelius, Arthur’s uncle, wanted to build a monument to these soldiers. He asked Merlin, who was a wizard, for advice and Merlin, told him about an existing stone circle in Ireland.
Many years ago the Giants transported them from Africa and set them up in Ireland at a time when they inhabited that country. However, 15,000 of the Arthur’s men could not move the stones, Merlin then magically transported them onto ships. Smooth winds carried them to England, and Merlin put the stones in their Irish pattern.
Later, King Aurelius and his brother (Arthur’s father) were buried at the centre of the ring. But this legend would then place the building of Stonehenge at around A.D. 485, which is nearly 2000 years later than commonly accepted.
5. HEEL STONE
[image: Heel Stone Stonehenge]There is one more legend which is quite funny. According to it the devil built it in one single night.
He flew backwards and forwards between Ireland and Salisbury Plain carrying the stones one by one, and putting them in place. While he worked he laughed to himself because he knew that people would wonder how the stones were brought to the site. But a friar or monk who was hiding in a ditch nearby saw this. He surprised the devil and made him very angry. The devil took a stone and threw it hitting the friar on the heel. According to this legend the stone which the devil threw is known as the "heel stone". It still can be seen standing by the side of the road and it really has the form of the heel of a shoe.

IV. Jig-saw reading (in colour groups)
T: Thanks a lot. That was very interesting. Your stories and legends were amazing. I think you’ve  learnt a lot too. Now we go on with our work. We’ll deal with the structure of Stonehenge. Everybody has got a colour triangle. Please, yellows, come here and make a group, you’ll work together now, greens, take your seats here, and reds will work at this table. Read and analyze the given information, try to remember as much as possible and be ready to share this information with your home group later. And finally home groups should make short stories about the structure of Stonehenge and present them.
(Students work in ‘colour’ groups then go back to their home group and share the information. Then groups make short stories about the structure of Stonehenge and present them)

Jig-saw reading (Texts)
Group 1(the yellows)
Stonehenge is one of the most popular myths in the world, which is located in Wiltshire, England, on Salisbury Plain.
It is the most mysterious symbol of Britain, which went through the history of this country giving it a special charm of mystery and admiration.
In fact, it’s a massive construction consisting of several different sections built at different times. 
The most ancient part is a ditch with two banks- outer and inner- built in around 3010 BC. Now it’s not so visible enough. The next, and the most important part, is the stone circles, actually, there are two circles – outer and inner. Each circle has two rings.

Group 2 (the greens)

The biggest outer ring is called "The Sarsen Circle", it has 30 stones. Each stone is believed to represent one day of the lunar month. This circle is called the Sarsen Circle because of the type of natural sandstones called Sarsen. 
The second ring is called the Bluestone Circle. There are 59 stones here. These blue stones are much smaller than the Sarsen Circle, although they can still weigh up to 4 tons each! The bluestones are a type of rock which gets blue when wet, and hence the nickname "bluestones."
The inner smaller circle also has two rings. The Trilithons ring has ten Sarsen Stones which are in the shape of a huge horseshoe. These stones are up to 20 feet tall and weigh nearly 50 tons each. Trilithon means "three stones" in Greek. Inside the Trilithon horseshoe there is the smaller horseshoe of 19 bluestones. 

Group 3 (the reds)
Apart from these stone structures, which stand in groups, there are also two key single stones at Stonehenge that have great importance. 
In the middle of this huge structure there is a large stone called the Altar Stone. The Altar Stone is over 16 feet in length and almost 4 feet wide and, it lies on the ground. It was probably used for religious and ritual purposes.
Finally, there is the Heel Stone. On the first day of summer, the Sun can be seen to rise over the Heel Stone when you look from the center of the monument! This 16 foot Sarsen stone is located 150 feet outside the Circles on the next part which is called the Avenue. The Avenue is 3 kilometers long and goes to the river Avon. Stonehenge has two entrances: the main which faces the east and the smaller southern entrance. 
V. A quiz (colour groups)
T: Well, you’ve learned a lot about Stonehenge today. Now we are going to have a quiz. We’ll see who the best expert in this field is. The quiz will have three parts: listening, sentence auction, and sentence completion. Let’s start.
1. Watching a video 
 T: Watch the video and do the following task. Each correct answer – one point.
     Does the video mention:
· The place where Stonehenge is located?
· People who built it?
· The time when the first stones were erected?
· The weight of the stones?
     If so, give details.
2. Sentence auction 
T: I’m going to read you some sentences. If you think the sentence is correct you buy it, if not then you don’t. But be attentive and quick because the more sentences you buy, the more points your group will get. So let’s start.
1. Stonehenge was started by Stone Age people. 
2. The outer circle is as big as the inner circle.
3. The Altar Stone is in the middle.
4. Stonehenge has three main parts: the ditch, the circles and the heel stone.
5. The Heel Stone is in the big circle.
6. The second Stonehenge was wooden.
7. One of the legends says that Stonehenge looks like some giants working in a
           circle.
8. We surely know why Stonehenge was built.
9. It might have been a burial site.
10. These ancient people could use a wheel to transport the stones.
3. Sentence completion 
T: And now the last task. Try to complete these sentences.
           Each correct sentence   – one point
Complete the sentences
 Celestial       cemetery       timber         healing        transported        weigh                     origin         horseshoe       purposes        cemetery         circular 
1. The first monument consisted of a …….bank and a ditch, it was about    
2. Stonehenge is therefore interpreted as a ………….of that time, the earliest known   cremation cemetery in the British Isles. 
3. There are a large number of postholes which lend evidence to a large wooden or ……….. structure built on this site during the early 3rd millennium BC. 
4. There is much debate about how humans could have ………and lifted these stones into place during this time. 
5. These blue stones are much smaller than the Sarsen Circle, although they 
           can still ………up to 4 tons each! 
6. The Trilithons ring has ten Sarsen Stones which are in the shape of a huge……...
7. The Altar Stone lies on the ground and was probably used for religious   and     ritual ………. 
8. Stonehenge may have originally been a …………for the elite.
9.   Another theory suggests that Stone Age people saw Stonehenge as a place       with ……..properties. 
10.  Some scientists say that Stonehenge is a ……….observatory, a place dedicated to the sun. 
11.  That’s why there are so many legends and stories connected with 
            its ………....and construction. 
4. Summing up the quiz

VI. Reflection, summing up, evaluation
Home assignment: find out and speak about similar stone structures in the world.
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