The flag and the national symbol of the USA
Мета: розширити знання учнів про державні символи Сполучених Штатів Америки; розвивати навички самостійної та творчої роботи; навички монологічного мовлення і перекладу; виховувати культуру мовлення, повагу до історії та традицій країни, мова якої вивчається.
PROCEDURE
1. Warm up
     Every country has its state symbols. They are: state flag, emblem and anthem. 
    - What do you know about the flag and national symbol of  the USA and their history? 

2.  Listening
Listen to the following information about the USA flag and do the tasks which follow.
[image: http://www.google.com.ua/images?q=tbn:HXYlGLwl61xuFM::www.ritzreport.com/wp-content/themes/thesis_16/custom/rotator/american-flag-2a.jpg&h=94&w=125&usg=__PAwlOCaSDOHThG8Yu6Il10XHiN4=]      Every country has its own flag. In 1776 the thirteen colonies declared their independence from Great Britain. So the United States of America was born.
      The flag of the United States of America (the American flag) consists of thirteen equal horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom) alternating with white, with a blue rectangle in the canton bearing fifty small, white, five-pointed stars arranged in nine offset horizontal rows of six stars (top and bottom) alternating with rows of five stars.
      There is a story that General George Washington asked Betsy Ross to make the flag. She used three colours: red, white and blue. The red colour was for courage, white was for liberty, and blue was for justice. The fifty stars on the flag represent the 50 U.S. states and the 13 stripes represent the original thirteen colonies that rebelled against the British monarchy and became the first states in the Union. On June 14, 1777, the Congress confirmed this flag as the National flag. Nicknames for the flag include the Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, and The Star-Spangled Banner (also the name of the national anthem).
3. Understanding the text
1. Answer the questions.
1. What are the popular names for the flag of the USA?	
2. When was the United States born?
3. What colour is the flag of the USA?
4. When did the Congress confirm this flag as the National    Flag?
5. What did red, white and blue colours stand for?
2. Agree or disagree with the statements. Give your reasons.
        1. Every country has its own flag.
        2. In 1778 the thirteen colonies declared their independence from Great Britain.
        3. The flag of the United States of America (the American flag) consists of fifteen equal horizontal stripes.
        4. On June 14, 1677, the Congress confirmed this flag as the National flag.
        5. The fifty stars on the flag represent the 50 U.S. states and the 13 stripes represent the original thirteen colonies that rebelled against the British monarchy and became the first states in the Union.

  3. Speaking.
     The students get cards with words and phrases and try to give explanation of these words and phrases.
Words and phrases:
        independence                                   confirm
        represent                                           liberty
        nickname                                          the national anthem

4. Reading.
Read and translate the text and do the tasks which follow.

The national symbol of the USA
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
     The American Bald Eagle is also commonly referred to as the American Eagle or simply Bald Eagle and is native to the Americas. Its scientific name is Haliaeetus leucocephalus.
     The American Bald Eagle is not actually bald; the name alludes to the white feathering of the head that develops in adult eagles of this [image: Bold Eagle by True_Bavarian.]species. The white colour contrasts against the dark colour that is displayed on the rest of the eagle’s body and this can make the American Bald Eagle look as if it has no feathers at all on its head – at least when viewed from a distance. 
     The scientific name of this predatory bird, Haliaeetus leucocephalus, is actually also derived form the fact that the head of the eagle is white. The word leukos means white in Greek, while the word kephale means head. The second part of the eagles name thus translates “white head” or “white headed”. The first part of the scientific name, Haliaeetus, is not Greek but New Latin and means sea eagle. This is an aptly chosen name since the American Bald Eagle is frequently seen along the coast where it feeds on fish. It can however be found in the inland as well, often near streams and lakes.
     The American Bald Eagle is one of the largest birds that inhabit the North American continent and an adult American Bald Eagle can have a wing span that exceeds 8 feet. Adult Bald Eagles around 29 to 42 inches long and weigh from 7 to 15 pounds. The largest Bald Eagles are the females; the males stay considerably smaller. The size of an American Bald Eagle is also affected by geographical location; northern Bald Eagles are usually bigger than southern Bald Eagles.
      An adult Bald Eagle displays a dark brown body colouration and distinctive white feathers on its head. It is also equipped with white tail feathers, yellow eyes and a yellow beak. It will however take 4-5 years for the Bald Eagle to develop this colouration. When the small eagle emerges from its egg in the nest it is covered in grey, woolly feathering and its eyes as well as its beak are dark brown. Before its time for the eagle to leave the nest, something which usually takes place when the eagle is 12 weeks of age, its feathering will have turned to a dark brown shade. This colouration will then remain until the third or fourth year when the bird starts showing mottled brown and white feathering under its wings, on its tail, on its breast and on its head.
      The American Bald Eagle has been the official symbol for the United States of America for over 200 years. The Second Continental Congress made the American Bald Eagle the official National Emblem of this budding new nation in 1782. At this point, the American Bald Eagle was already a traditional symbol for freedom, spirit and excellence among Native Americans as well as European settlers. The American Bald Eagle is also an aptly chosen symbol since it is exclusively found in North America. Ben Franklin did however oppose the choice since he found the American Bald Eagle to be of bad moral character. Ben Franklin was instead a strong advocate for the Wild Turkey as official National Emblem for the United States of America.
        Bald Eagles form lifelong relationships with their mate and will only seek out a new mate if their spouse dies. This means that they can stay together for a very long time, since a wild Bald Eagle can live up to 40 years. They can grow even older in captivity. The Bold Eagle couple will build a large nest together in a tall tree and return to the same nest each year. If the nest is destroyed, they will usually build a new nest close to the old one. Each year, the Bald Eagle couple will make their nest even larger by adding new building materials. It is not uncommon for a five feet nest to eventually turn into a ten feet wide nest. The eagles will use twigs, grass, soft mosses and feathers to line their nests.
      The bold Eagle is the official symbol of the government of the United States of America. It is supposed to symbolize freedom, spirit and the pursuit of excellence. It has become a symbolic part of American folklore, art, architecture and music. It was adopted as such due to its being unique to North America. The bold eagle is also used by the Boy Scout movement where it symbolizes excellence. The bold eagle is also used as the symbol by American Airlines, Goodyear tires, National Wildlife Federation, Harley Davidson Motorcycles etc.
 
5. Post-reading. Writing. 

    1. Find in the text English equivalents to the following words and word combinations and study them.
Символізувати свободу – 
Офіційний символ – 
Хижий птах –
Вилупитися з яйця – 
Досконалість – 
Унікальний – 
Нові будівельні матеріали – 

    2. Make up sentences with the following words and expressions.

Bald Eagle                                scientific name
traditional symbol                    to symbolize freedom
one of the largest birds             large nest
predatory bird                           symbolizes excellence
American Airlines                    a symbolic part of American folklore

    3. Work in pairs.
 Make up ten questions to the text, using all 4 kinds of them. 
Work with a partner. Ask and answer each other’s questions.

    4. By yourself.
Make up a plan of the text.
Tell the class about the national symbol of the USA using your plan only. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
6. Home task.
Group 1.
A.  Imagine you’ve just come home from the USA. Your brother and  sister want to know all about the national symbols of the USA. Prepare detailed answers to their questions.

Group 2.
B.  Imagine your brother or sister has just come home from the USA. You want to know all about the national symbols of the USA. Prepare questions to him or her.
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