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Introduction
Actuality of theme. The relevance of this topic is that superstitions have become so ingrained in our lives that they have become an integral part of our nature.
The study of signs and superstitions in English and Ukrainian cultures is of great interest to us due to the specific pattern of preservation and transmission from generation to generation.
The reason why the topic is worthy of consideration is the interest in the culture and customs of another country, in particular the United Kingdom. For people who  learn English and are interested in the culture of the country, this topic is especially interesting. Knowledge of traditions and folklore, such as proverbs, omens, superstitions, fairy tales, folk songs and legends, expands our understanding of the country, gives an understanding of its history and  people’s customs.
 The practical significance of the study is that the results of this work can be used in lessons, both Ukrainian and English.  In addition, in today's world, where education plays an important role, additional knowledge in the field of culture of the country of the language being studied , will help to understand better this country.  It should be noted that the development of the science of paranormal phenomena is at a fairly low level, and the study of signs and superstitions contributes to little progress in the field of this knowledge.  As well as the study of traditions, signs and superstitions brings up  person's curiosity about the history of their own country.
The question of superstition, the emergence of superstitions and their impact on life today, is studied by representatives of various fields - philosophers, historians, experts in psychology, sociology and more. Significant results in its consideration are presented in the works of I.V Danyliuk, G. Kraig, D. Mayer, G. Allport, D.V. Olshansky and E.S. Sinyavskaya. The degree of scientific development of this problem shows a variety of approaches and concepts.
The main task of this article is: 1. To find similarities in cultures of both countries, to show  that modern educated man  has to be familiar with  culture of the country which language he studies.2. To understand differences in signs and superstitions in Ukraine and the United Kingdom.  3.  To summarize  the importance of signs     and superstitions in people’s life of both countries.     
























Unit 1 Foretokens and  superstitions in our life
1.1. Concept and overview  about signs and superstitions
Why do we believe in superstitions and signs?   A lot of things we can’t explain , or we see some predictions,  based on superstitions, become   true.
Man's desire to protect himself from unknown forces or to create a good destiny for himself, has led to the emergence of thousands and thousands of superstitions around the world.  Nowadays, despite the development of technology, science and culture, there are such concepts as "superstition" and "sign".  Life is unpredictable, but sometimes a person notices some coincidences, individual events, followed by a series of happy or unhappy events.  All this leads to the belief that our destinies are conditioned, and something high, which does not yield to the laws of logic, sends us signs, which are commonly called signs.
The concept of "superstition" is very difficult to define.  According to various sources, superstition is the belief in something supernatural, mysterious, in omens and signs.  Indeed, there are many things in the world that people believe in and cannot be confirmed.In ancient times, man did not know much about the Sun, Moon, stars, comets, etc.  So he judged them from the knowledge he had, and tried to shield himself from their influence.  Astrology has been considered for a   long  time as  a religion.  With the development of science, celestial bodies became clear to us, and astrology is no longer a religion.  But, nevertheless, people continue to believe that seeing a shooting star, you need to make a wish.  Thus, the beliefs of ancient people turned into superstitions .
In our modern  world of information technologies almost there isn’t any believes in something mysterious  left .The main purpose of this article is to compare and find the connection  between English and Ukrainian signs  and superstitions.  Theoretical significance  of this article is  connected with research work in English and Ukrainian literature , history and traditions for better understanding English and Ukrainian cultural traits between  Great Britain and Ukraine. Signs and superstitions are often associated with magical rites, evil spirits and religion. All this gives a color of mystery, and the topic, which includes riddles and still undisclosed secrets, is much more interesting to explore.In any case, this topic is quite interesting for research and involves acquaintance with a sphere of society in which much is unexplained and ambiguous.
The expediency of studying the topic is that the study of traditions, signs and superstitions brings up a person's curiosity about the history of the country, and understanding the morals of both parties entails an improvement in international relations. In addition, studying the history and traditions of Ukraine and Great Britain, we join the culture of our country and expand our knowledge of the national culture of the country of the language being studied.
	Do you believe in superstitions?    This question can be asked quite often ,even we live in modern society with new technologies where a lot of things can be explained  scientifically . I'm not  so  much, or you could say I don't believe at all.  All these black cats that cross my path have no effect on my life.  Especially this superstition loses its force when 3 black kittens live in your yard. One of the contradictory signs is meeting a black cat . I know a lot of Ukrainians  don’t cross the street when  they see a black cat on it , or wait someone crosses the first .  After all, here in Ukraine, if a black cat crosses your path, it will mean that you will not be lucky today.  In England, the black cat is a sign of good luck, so often this animal can be found on greetings and birthday cards.
A person is always looking for an explanation for a   reason  he is afraid of , he dreams of something.  Predisposition to psychological dependence, manipulation of consciousness leads to superstitions.  Real life is unpredictable, it has many laws, principles and rules: knowledge of their past, folk traditions, values ​​of national culture, physical labor, love for the Motherland, loved ones, nature, etc.Superstitions are reflected in the subculture of society (customs, rituals, beliefs) and are manifested in such forms as  (belief, magic, astrology, pseudo-spiritual teachings).  Superstition encompasses values, attitudes, anxiety, and interpersonal conflict.  Signs,  superstitions , customs are happened  in our lives constantly.  Every day, every hour, every minute we are faced with a choice.  And what it will be depends not only on our future, but sometimes the future of loved ones and complete strangers.  Because sometimes a trifle can turn a person's life upside down.  And it does not matter whether she believes in omens or not .
Some superstitions are maintained and spread around the world, and some are specific to one country or area.  Also, the same element of superstition may have different meanings in different countries.  And yet most superstitions should foretell us good fortune or vice versa - misfortune.
I am also deeply convinced that good luck will visit you if you listen to a good song.  And sing it in the comb of your reflection in the mirror.
One of the distinguishing features of humans, compared to other species, is the belief in omens.  Psychologists explain this by the fact that any incomprehensible coincidence is better attributed by the human brain to the influence of the afterlife and supernatural forces.   So let’s find out what superstitions are most popular among Ukrainians.






1.2 Ukrainian and  English folk signs and superstitions.
Every world culture has its own set of superstitious beliefs, and Ukraine is no exception.  In fact, Ukraine is very rich in its traditions and norms, and everyone – from young to old, believes and follows the same signs and omens for generations.
From ancient times, Ukrainians have believed in all sorts of superstitions. They concerned various spheres of life. Some superstitions  have been forgotten , but others are still exist in Ukrainian culture, but Ukrainians have always  seen signs in something . Superstitions  are inevitable, as is the fact that a person will never be able to know everything in the world and cannot dream having any fear of anything. 
	Everyone knows the sign that a new house should be entered  by a cat, this will bring good luck  to people living in the house. In addition, the cat is able to identify positive and negative places in the house: it lies on energy-unfavorable areas and neutralizes them. And the dog, on the contrary, chooses favorable places where it is recommended to equip a bedroom. When saying a positive prediction – spit over your left shoulder and knock on wood three times, otherwise attract evil eye. In ancient times people believed that if you touch the wooden surface, you touch the Christ, who was crucified on a wooden cross. Thus, asking for protection from evil forces. Why knock three times? Because three is a sacred number for Christians.
 While visiting a friend in Ukraine, you may face a superstition of never passing anything across the doorstep. When giving something over a doorstep – step on it, otherwise expect a fight. It turns out that in ancient times, the ashes of their ancestors were buried under the doorstep of the house. The dwellers tried not to disturb them and refused passing anything through it. For the same reason, people are not allowed to sit o never spill the salt
The roots of this superstition go back to Ukrainian custom. In Kievan Rus, salt was considered a symbol of prosperity, not everyone could afford to buy it. Especially, respected guests were greeted with bread and salt. If the guest scattered the salt, it was considered a disrespect to the owners, which led to a quarrel between them. Nowadays the superstition has slightly changed. People say that, whoever spills the salt, will have a scandal with relatives or family members.
In addition to those superstitions that have the same origin as the Ukrainian ones, many English features are based on folklore. The Catholic Church, faced with the fact that a large number of pagan traditions played a significant role in society, decided that it was better to give these traditions a look acceptable to the traditions of the church than to destroy them. For example, rituals to increase wealth are still preserved, although they have undergone some changes.
The signs mainly concern significant events in a person's life, as well as successes or failures in everyday’s life. Some symptoms are so common that even careless people try not to spill salt to avoid quarrels. But the fact that the untied lace is on the left shoe - to gossip, few people know. In addition, before important events, even people who do not believe in omens, usually try to get up on their right foot and not walk under the stairs. England is rich in legends, traditions and signs that originated so long ago that no one remembers their roots.
The British believe that luck will smile on those who find a four-leaf clover, on the first day of the month will say aloud the phrase "white rabbits" ("white rabbits") and catch as many falling autumn leaves.
In some parts of England it is considered a terrible nuisance to see 2 or 3 crows at once. Because, according to legend, when all the crows fly away from the Tower, the days of England will be numbered. Not surprisingly, the preservation of the local crow population has become a matter of national importance. There are many superstitions in the UK, but the most common - going under the stairs or ladder brings failure. Most people even go out on a busy street to get around the stairs on the sidewalk. Why is walking under the stairs considered a bad sign?
 Most people do not want to walk under the stairs because it is simply dangerous.
Others believe that the ladder attached to the wall resembles a gallows. It was used to allow a person to climb high enough to reach the rope. If you still have to go under the stairs, you can avoid failure. To do this, go forward on the street until you see a dog. There is an alternative - to lick your finger and draw a cross on the tip of the shoe. After that, you should go forward on the street, without looking at the shoe, until the symbol dries. 
The number 13 is unlucky for some, and if the 13th of the month falls on a Friday, everyone tries to avoid failure by staying at home if possible.
The biggest failure will be a broken mirror. After that will come 7 years of failure! This superstition has its roots in ancient times, when mirrors were considered  gods’ instruments. And, finally, the most famous superstition - touching a tree brings good luck. Especially when you say something like, "My car has never broken down - touch a piece of wood!"
Accidentally put on any item of clothing inside out - for a quick gift. Moreover, the clothes inside out drive away the fairies and destroy the spell. In the coastal areas of Yorkshire, even at the end of the 19th century, girls turned their dresses inside out during storms to protect themselves from the dangers of sailors.
You can not sew clothes on yourself. This act will result in all sorts of punishments, from poverty to a drunken man. 
Killing the lady bird is a terrible sign. In rural areas in the UK perple  believe that if you carry young potatoes in your pocket until they turn black and harden, you can be cured of rheumatism. There is a belief in Scotland - if you kill the first viper you meet in the spring, it should bring good luck; such a man was waiting for the triumph over all his enemies throughout the spring [5].
Summing up , we can say that each country has its own characteristics and prejudices, sometimes they are similar to the prejudices of other countries. The only difference is that the attitude to the subject of superstition is different.



























Unit 2  Comparative analyses of foretokens and superstitions.
2.1. Similarities  of Ukrainian and English signs.
Despite the fact that Ukrainian culture is very different from English, many signs and superstitions coincide.
First of all, these are signs that are common all over the world: happy and unhappy numbers, superstitions about mirrors, ceremonies dedicated to common holidays and some signs related to animals.
Not surprisingly, people almost always follow the traditions associated with the holidays. Traditions seem so commonplace to us that we do not equate them with superstitions. Meanwhile, if you delve into the history and analyze many traditions, you can see that the traditions and signs, and superstitions, and customs and all sorts of rituals have common origins.
For example, in both Ukraine and England, special importance is attached to the signs and superstitions dedicated to wedding ceremonies. First of all, it's wedding time. "If you merry in Lent, you will live to repent" - say the British, which corresponds to the Ukrainian sign that marrying during Lent - is not good that the newlyweds will constantly quarrel, regret the marriage, and there will be no happiness for their families. This is due to biblical traditions, because marrying during Lent is a great sin.
And probably the most common wedding superstition is that the girl who caught the bride's bouquet will get married next. If a girl catches the bride's bouquet after a wedding, she will be next to merry. In England and Ukraine there is a sign that at the wedding the bride and groom need to throw grain (wheat in Ukraine and rice grains in England). The wedding ceremony, like many other important events in life, is full of symbols. This means that we perform certain rituals in the sense of symbols of what we would like, avoiding direct expressions.
The use of grain is one of such symbols, which has been contained in the marriage ceremony for centuries. In ancient tribes, for example, the process of eating rice together meant that from that moment he and she became husband and wife, that is, eating together symbolizes life together, and rice indicates local food. In some cases, rice at a wedding was used not to seduce the bride and groom, but to protect them from evil spirits.
Let's understand why Ukrainians, English and even worldly superstitions so often mention that the number 13 is unfortunate.
There are many superstitions associated with nature, enchantments, spirits, objects, colors, adventures and so on. But there is probably no other superstitious sign to which most people would attach as much importance in one form or another as recognizing the number 13 unhappy. Many hotels do not have a floor at number 13 - the bill goes from the 12th immediately to 14. Many hotels do not have a room at number 13, many people will never invite 13 people to dinner. Surprisingly, there is no single common explanation for the origin of the superstition associated with the number 13.
There are many different opinions about this. Some experts believe that the number 13 has become unpopular since the time when people began to learn to count. Using 10 fingers and two feet as separate units, they managed to count to 12. But then there was the unknown number 13, which scared people. In religious circles, the number 13 and the superstitions that arose around it are associated with the Last Supper, which was attended by Christ and the 12 apostles - a total of 13, and the thirteenth was Judas. 
In both England and Ukraine, many superstitions are associated with mirrors. In modern Ukraine, for example, it was believed that a broken mirror could bring misfortune, while the most common superstition in England is that if you break a mirror, failure will follow you for seven years. It is believed that if you break the mirror, the evil spirits living in the Mirror will harass the person who did it and take revenge for the fact that she "evicted them from the house."
Experiments have shown that people who have been in a room with a broken mirror for a long time feel tired, irritated, scared, and sometimes aggressive. It often happens that in the house where a person died, all the mirrors are covered. It is said that the soul of the deceased can get into the Mirror and be imprisoned there. This is partially proven, although many do not fully believe  in it.
And finally, the most numerous superstitions associated with good luck, talismans a For example, the British often have the following sign: "If you touch wood, your good luck will continue." In our country there is also a belief that if you touch the tree, you will not only be happy, but also will not get sick this year.
And, by the way, both in Great Britain, and in Ukraine it is considered that, having knocked on a tree, people drive away evil spirits. But if you constantly mention evil spirits or even the devil himself, he will appear. If you talk of the devil, he will appear.








2.2. Differences between Ukrainian and English superstitions
These two countries have many differences, so the prejudices will be different.
First, the majority of Ukrainians are Orthodox and most British are Catholics. Thus, they have such holidays as Halloween, which is not celebrated in our country.
Secondly, many superstitions arose in folklore. English and Ukrainian folklore are very different, so the superstitions are different.
 The similarities between the superstitions of Ukraine and Great Britain also depend on how different the history of these countries is. The most controversial sign in Ukraine and England is the sign of the black cat. Perhaps one of the most important differences is the interpretation of the sign when a black cat crosses the road. If it is in Ukraine it means failure, in England the black cat symbolizes just the opposite - happiness and luck,  it sounds like this: "If a black cat crosses your path, you will have good luck." Perhaps this is why many famous people in Britain choose black cats as pets.
In Ukraine, cats of this color have always been feared. This religious superstition about the black cat, which brings misfortune, arose many thousands of years ago. When people believed in the existence of witches, they associated the black cat with the witch. They believed that black cats were disguised witches. To kill a cat did not mean to kill a witch, as a witch could take the form of a cat nine times. This is where the myth that cats have nine lives came from.. As a result of all these associations, the black cat in Ukraine and many other countries has become a symbol of failure.
In England, there is a belief that if the left hand itches, it is a waste of money: "If you scratch your left hand, you will give money away." In Ukraine, it is believed that if the left hand itches, it promises great wealth.
In Ukraine, spiders have always been associated with something bad, while in the UK there is a belief: "If you see a small spider, you will get a lot of money", which translates as "If you see a little spider, then you will get rich. "
I would like to draw attention to the prejudices of the United Kingdom associated with Christmas. There are many of them, and here are some of them:
1) If it snows at Christmas, everything will be green during Easter)
2) If the visitor at your house on New Year's Day is an unknown dark-haired man, then a year of good luck will 
3) If you wear new shoes on Christmas Day, it will bring you bad luck 
4) If you refuse a mince pie at Christmas dinner, you will have bad luck for the coming day 
5) If a baby is born on Christmas day, it will have a special fortune 
7) On New Year's Night a young girl will dream of her future husband if she sleeps with a mirror under her pillow. 
good luck
First of all, we should remember that most people in our country are Orthodox, and most people living in the UK are Catholics. That is why some of the British signs and superstitions are incomprehensible to us.
Quite a few superstitions arose in folklore, English and Ukrainian folklore are very different, so the superstitions are different too.It should also be added that the similarities and differences of superstition in Ukraine and the UK also depend on how different the history of these two countries was, how different the areas of residence.






















CONCLUSIONS

 The comparative analysis of signs and superstitions of Ukraine and Great Britain is given in this article. We also got acquainted with the culture, history and spiritual life of the people of these countries. Comparing the two cultures, we concluded that although the two countries have taken  different ways of development and although they are at a different social level, the roots of many superstitions are the same.  However,  our countries have many common features and prejudices, there are prejudices that are specific to only one subculture and have no analogy in others.
The following research methods were used in the article: descriptive method, information collection, classification of materials, research and comparative analysis of traits and prejudices in  two countries.
	Based on the analysis of scientific approaches of domestic and foreign authors, we  have learned about some of the superstitions of Great Britain and Ukraine, discovering something new. Fortunately, modern scientific works open up new ranges of knowledge for us, dispelling the mists of all sorts of mistakes and related superstitions. And is it worth regretting them when there is so much more beautiful and unknown in the world, worthy of wonder and sincere admiration, while superstitions, on the contrary, limit and impoverish consciousness, knowingly causing its poverty and unwillingness to think and analyze freely.
To conclude this study, I would like to summarize the role of superstition in our lives. Signs and superstitions appeared many centuries and even millennia ago. Ancient people tried to explain the world as they imagined it. And despite the fact that most of them contain almost no truth, people continue to believe them. Man cannot know everything, so he will continue to speculate and hypothesize about how the world works. We are all a little superstitious. It is inherent in us by nature.
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