Group Work at the Lessons 
of English and American Literature.
At the lessons of English and American Literature the teacher must involve all the pupils in work. Otherwise the lessons won’t be interesting  and fruitful. In order to do this group work is the most challenging.

At every lesson the teacher appoints some group leaders to coordinate the discussion.
There are 6 of them exactly
1. Group Discussion Leader. His job is a) prepare several questions to start the discussion and keep the discussion lively; b) make sure each group member participates in the discussion.
2. Summarizer Role:
His (her) job is:
To give a one or two minute statement that covers the most important events in the reading.

3.  Vocabularies Instructor:
The Vocabularies’ job is to choose 5 words (only 5!) that she thinks are important and necessary to understand the reading and prepare the answer to these questions for those words.
4. Background Investigator Role:
His (her) job is to find some background information on a topic related to the book you are reading.
5. Prose Person Role:
The Prose Person’s job is to find important, interesting puzzling parts of the reading, etc.
6. Connector Role:

His (her) job is to help members to make connection between the reading and the world outside.
Doing such work all students are to read the text in the original and to know it in detail.
 At the end of the lesson the leaders of the group give marks to the most successful students.
Besides We like to give a kind of test which is "Examination of the text".
Any text can be analyzed in such a way.

We hiving an example of a legend “Knights of a Round Table” and some information about King Arthur.
In addition We recommend you some extracts of American literature to be read at the lessons of American literature.
We hope you will be interested in them as well as we were.
Group Discussion Leader:

The Discussion Leader’s job is to

· Prepare several questions to start the discussion and keep the  discussion lively

· Make sure each group member participates in the discussion

Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and questions as you read, which you can list below, while you read or when you have finished. You may also use of the general questions listed below.
Possible discussion questions or topics for today:

· How did you feel while you were reading this?

· What did you think about this reading?

· Would you summarize what happened? (ask the summarizer)
· What questions did you have as you were reading?
· Did anything in this section of the book surprise you?

· What do you think will happen next?

Summarizer  Role:

The summarizer’s job is to give a one or two minute statement that covers the most  important events in the reading. The other members of your group will be counting on you to give a summary that will remind them of the key points, the main highlights; the essence of the day’s reading assignment. You may have to read the selection more than once in order to give a good summary.  

· What is absolutely essential for every one in the group to know about the reading?

· What are the key points to remember?

Vocabularian *Role:

Because all of these books and readings were written for advanced English learners, You may find many unfamiliar words and idioms. However, pat of being a good reader means learning which words you can skip over and return to later and which words are absolutely essential to understand the reading. If you find the words that are puzzling, use a highlighter or pencil check in the margin to make them while you are reading. Later you may look them up a dictionary, but often you will find enough clues in the context to intelligently guess at the word’s meaning in the sentence. Note also that some familiar words may stand out somehow in the reading: these words may be repeated often, or used in an unusual way, or be particularly important to the meaning of the text. Vocabularies’ job is to choose 5 words (only 5!) that she/he thinks are important and necessary to understand the reading and prepare the answer to these questions for those words:
· Where is the word found? (page and place on the page). Make the whole sentence where the word appears and read the sentence to the group.                                                     
· What does the word mean in these sentences? (explain)
· Why do you think the word is important to the reading? (explain)0

Word (+context)                           Page &
Explanation 
                                                      Paragraph                    (definition, synonym, and reason for   
                                                                                          choosing the word, etc.)

________________                       _________

__________________________



__________________________

________________                       _________
___________________________



__________________________

________________                       _________       
___________________________
___________________________

________________                       _________
___________________________


Instructor:

Background Investigator Role:

The Background Investigator's job is to find some background information on a topic ' related to the book you are reading. Background information could be:
· information about the time period when the book's events take place

· the geography, weather, culture, or history of the book's setting

· pictures, objects, or materials that illustrate elements of the book

· information about the author, her/his life, and her/his other books

· music that reflects the book or the time period of the book

· the history and origin of any unusual or special words or names used in the book

Remember: This is NOT a formal research report. The idea is to find some bits of information or some material (pictures or something visual: fabric, a poster, etc.) that could help your group understand the book better. Investigate something that really interests you — something that struck you as puzzling or curious or unusual while you were reading — and prepare a brief summary of the information to present to your group,

Possible sources for gathering information:

· books or magazines

· Internet

· interviews with people who know about the topic

· other novels, nonfiction, or textbooks you've read

	Myth
	Folktale
	Legend
	Fable

	
	
	
	


Characteristics : Please  match with correct genre (may correspond to more then one)

Sacred in origin/based on actual  historical figure/characters frequently animals/pure fiction/large than life/ stories of origins/ concern people/offers explanation about specific place or events/ no particular location in time or space/oral tradition/teach lessons/have a moral/symbolic & metaphorical/ change with each retelling/attempt  to interpret-explain the  nature word/ common theme of good vs.evil/Christian in origin/ timeless out of time/at the human level/beyond the human world/miraculous/ marvellous /magic/requires belief on part of  audience/functional/metaphysical/archetypical/social criticism

Timeless Myths – Knights  of  the  Round  Table

	From  the text
Sequence of  action
1.Arthur’s  birth

2. Arthur become a king

3.The Queen’s treachery  and  beginning of

  the war

4. Arthur’s  death

5.Merlin’s prophecy
	From  the film

Sequence of  action
1.Arthur’s  birth

2. Arthur become a king

3.The Queen’s treachery  and  beginning of

  the war

4. Arthur’s  death

5.Merlin’s prophecy


Timeless Myths – Knights  of  the  Round  Table
	Knights
	Who?
	Activities

of Knights

	Short summary of the text
	Conclusions about Knights adventure

	1

	
	
	
	

	2

	
	
	
	

	3


	
	
	
	

	4

	
	
	
	

	5

	
	
	
	

	6

	
	
	
	


Examination  of  the text

Direction: With your partner you have to read legends attentively. Look through the text quickly. Discuss it  with  your partner in English and fill out the following  tables.
	Title


	Story

tale
legend
	Novel
	Quantity of  illustration
	Quality of  the text
	Difficulties in  the text
	Qualities of  reading
	Personal impression

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Literature

1. Arthur and Arthurian legend, Epic, Folklore, saga.

2. Literature  Circles: Voice and choice in the student classroom by  Harvey Daniels.

3. Webster’s New College Dictionary.
4. Extracts from popular American Literature.

5. English. Mansi  and  Tkachova.

.

 Instructor:

Connector Role
The Connector's job is to help group members make connections between the reading and the world outside, including group members' own life experience, stories students  have heard from other people, similar events at other times and places, or other readings. Here are some questions to begin discussing connections between the reading and the world outside:

· What has happened in your life that is similar to some of the things that are happening to the people you are reading about?

· Do any of the characters remind you of people you know? How? Why? Do any of

 the characters help you understand the people you know who have similar qualities or situations? (explain)

· How does what is happening in the reading make you more aware of your own life, your beliefs, and your choices?

· How does this reading affect your understanding of other people? Have you learned anything new about the world from this-reading? About yourself?

Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, experiences, events…
____________________________________________________________

1. _

Prose Person Role

The Prose Person's job is to

· find and bring to the group's attention particularly important, interesting, or puzzling parts of the reading, parts that may be important for the book's events (the plot), for the development of the characters, or for the themes of the book

· find and bring to the group's attention passages with especially interesting or powerful language (the prose., which may sometimes be poetic!)
A prose passage is usually about one paragraph, but sometimes just a sentence or two. Some possible reasons for choosing a passage to share and discuss in the group are because the prose in the passage is
(  important
(  informative

(  surprising
(  controversial

(  funny
(  well written
(  confusing
(  thought-provoking
The Prose Person may read the passage aloud or may ask someone else to read it aloud and should prepare the following for each prose passage:

Page No.       Reasons for choosing this passage
       Questions for discussion

Legend
A legend is a long-told story or a group of related stones about a person or a place that is popularly believed to have some historical truth.   MYTHOLOGY, in contrast, frequently takes the divine or the supernatural as its primary subject. Myths and legends are often intermixed, however, as in the stories of the' ODYSSEY, where legendary people encounter the gods and goddesses of Greek myth.

In medieval Europe, legendaries were written accounts of the miraculous lives of  saints.   The best known was the 13th-century Golden Legend, which was translated (1483) from the French by the first English printer, William CAXTON.

Many legendary figures were national heroes, figures like King Arthur or Charlemagne in the CHANSON DE ROLAND, people to whose lives are attached cycles of legends that mix fact and fantasy and relate marvelous exploits, each bearing the hallmark of the hero's dedication to a particular set of worthy qualities. Thus Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table are renowned for their legendary courtesy and valor, ROBIN HOOD and his men for their loyalty and defense of the downtrodden.  Geoffrey Chaucer's Legend of Good Women (1380-86) relates the stories of notable women of history whose lives or deaths bore witness to their passionate fidelity to love.

Legendary figures in the United States include such people as Johnny Appleseed (see CHAPMAN, JOHN), CALAMITY JANE, and Butch Cassidy-as well as great historical figures whose names have become associated with exemplary tales: George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are among the most obvious.   In current usage the term may also be applied to more contemporary narratives, and to the people or incidents that have inspired such taies: Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley, Howard Hughes and his east wiki and testament have ailed assumed legendary status in present-day America.

In a more restricted sense, the word legend refers to inscriptions on coins and the explanatory messages often found on maps and charts.
LEG-END
leg-end (lej’end)  noun

1. a. An unverified story handed down from earlier times, especially one popularly believed to         

   be historical. 
     b. A body collection of such stories. 
      c. A romanticized or popularized myth of modem times.


One that inspires legends or achieves legendary fame.
     a. An inscription or a title en an object, such as a coin. 
     b. An explanatory caption accompanying an illustration, 
      c. Explanatory table or list of the symbols appearing on a map or chart.

(Middle English,  from Old French legend, from Medieval Latin (lectio) legenda, (lesson) to be read, from Latin, famine gerundive of legere, to read.)
 
Usage-Note: The words legend and legendary have come to be used in recent years to refer to any person or active whose fame promises to be particularly enduring, even if its renown is created more by the media than by oral tradition Strictly-speaking, there is nothing legendary about the accomplishments of a major-league baseball star or the voice famous opera singer, since their accomplishments are documented in an extensive public record. But this new usage common journalistic hyperbole and in such contexts is acceptable to 55 percent of the Usage Panel.  '
