English for very young learners

Topic: Toys

Author: Irina Topchian, Kyiv, Pushkin Grammar School 

A.Students and Setting:
The age of students is 6-7 years old, this is the first grade, some of them have already learnt some English (not at school, maybe with parents or in the kids courses), but not all the kids have this experience. They are quite disciplined if not very tired and really eager to learn. I teach these kids in public school, there are 28 of them in the class and they are divided into 2 groups for the lessons of English, so in each group there are 14 students. We have 3 lessons a week and each lesson is 45 minutes long.

B. Background:
Before this lesson kids have been taught the topic vocabulary (toys), they know colours, numbers 1-10, understand classroom language. At this lesson they actually have to practise everything they've learnt on the topic plus learn a few new words - so I'm offering them extended practice. Before this lesson they had 4 lessons on the topic during which they listened, sang and repeated the target vocabulary.

C. Learning Objectives/Expected Results:
The main objective of the lesson is to develop kids speaking abilities. Students will practise the vocabulary they learnt on the topic together with other words they already know - for example, they will use expressions like colour plus toy (a yellow boat, a white skeleton, etc.) They will also practise sentences like: It's a... (it's a doll, it's a train) and react with "yes, it is/no, it isn't" As a result of this lesson, kids will confidently use the vocabulary of the topic together with the previously learnt vocabulary plus they will practise "listen and do" exercise.

D. Materials and Sources:

For the lesson you’ll need:

1) flashcards with toys images - I have a set of them and I made some myself;

2) toys - kids gladly bring them if you ask, you need the toys kids already know and I had a toy skeleton so I brought it too and then it was a link to the song so they could relax and have fun, you can draw it and make a flashcard with a skeleton image;
3) bingo cards - I printed them and kids coloured them before the lesson, you can download them here http://anglomaniacy.pl/toysB.pdf.

4) cards to cover the pictures in Bingo - cut them myself.

5) songs (see the attachments): 1) the weather song for a warm-up https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQCt_tDh3s4; 2) "The toys song" unit 3, Family and Friends starter, Oxford University Press;3) I'm a skeleton https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzd71WPXOEk 

6) a bag(not a plastic one) to put the toys in it

7) a worksheet I made according to the vocabulary we've learnt 

8) magnets with letters B,D,C

E. Procedures/ Timing:
1. Teacher says: Good morning. How are you today? (kids show and say if they are happy, sad, hungry, thirsty). Then to warm up we sing the weather song - the link is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQCt_tDh3s4 (see attachment 1) and one of the kids tells us about the weather.

 3-5 minutes
2.Teacher shows kids one of the toys and asks what is it, so kids understand the topic of the lesson. This way we start reviewing our vocabulary - then teacher shows the card and asks: What is it?

Students: name the toy they see in the picture. If they do it successfully, you may go to the next step. If don't, revise the vocabulary again.

 3 minutes
3. Teacher: Now let's sing The Toys Song (from unit 3, Family and Friends, Oxford University Press), see attachment 2. While singing, kids pretend to be or to have one of the toys mentioned in the song. This way they exercise a bit and won't get bored too soon.

3 minutes
4. Split the group into 2 teams. 

Teacher turns the cards with the image to her\himself and holds them so the kids see the opposite side of the card with no image. The teams have to guess the image on the card on the top - if they do, the teacher puts the card on the table. If they don't, the card goes back into the pile but now it's not on the top, it goes to face the teacher. The smart ones realize that the cards go in the same order and eventually they guess all the cards. Each team gets a point for a correct guess. In the end count the points but don't make it sound very important - the team with fewer points will be upset.

 5-10 minutes
5. Kids continue working in teams. Teacher puts magnet letters B,D,C (you can put the letters you've learnt with your kids) on the board and pictures of toys starting with these letters in random order but on opposite parts of the board. 

Kids have to join a letter with the picture starting with the letter with chalk. Each team gets a point for a correct answer. In the end you say some words to encourage those on the losing side.

 3-5 minutes
6. Teacher gives kids the worksheets with the similar task but different pictures - they do the same task individually, see attachment 3.
 2 minutes
7. Team work. Teacher shows kids a bag with toys. Kids from different teams come one by one, they have to feel the toy in the bag and name it without looking. After that they take it out of the bag and make sure it's the toy they named. If they guess correctly, they take the toy, if not, they have another try. Count the correct guesses of both teams from the first time.

 10-15 minutes
8. Teacher takes the skeleton toy\flashcard and pretends she\he doesn't remember how it's called in English. Kids name it. The teacher says it's time to sing a skeleton son, see attachment 4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzd71WPXOEk 

  1 -2 minutes
9. Teacher says: and now it's time to play Bingo. The teacher gives the kids Bingo cards they coloured before and the teacher names the toy and its colour (a red plane...). If someone has such a toy on the card, he\she covers it. The first 2-3 kids to cover one line of pictures on their cards win. I usually go until everyone covers one line - I plan the colouring so every kid gets lucky.

 5-15 minutes

F. Learner Feedback/Formative Assessment:
During the lesson I can say to the most active students encouraging phrases (well done, good job) and to the shy ones - you can, try again, try to remember - so the kids understand if they know the vocabulary or still have to work on it (as they are too small to actually realize that, I give them the target vocabulary (it can be a presentation on a memory stick) together with songs to work on at home - they gladly listen to the songs, by the way, of course, parents need to assist). When they work in teams, they can see how well they cope with the task. As well, I write down on a sheet of paper the names of the kids who don't really succeed and try to revise with them the next lesson) The feedback is the bingo game itself - if the kids know the vocabulary, they play it without any tension, if not - you can easily see it.
Attachment 1

THE WEATHER SONG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQCt_tDh3s4
What’s the weather?
What’s the weather?
What’s the weather like today?
Tell us Johnny,
What’s the weather?
What’s the weather like today?
Is it sunny?
Is it cloudy?
Is it rainy out today?
Is it snowy?
Is it windy?
What’s the weather like today?
Attachment 2

THE TOYS SONG

(Oxford University Press, Family and Friends Starter, transcript 39)

Is it a plane?

Is it a plane?

Yes, it is.

It’s a plane.

/woosh, woosh, woosh/

Is it a robot?

Is it a robot?

No, it isn’t,

It’s a car.

/broom, broom, broom/

Is it a puppet?

Is it a puppet?

No, it isn’t,

It’s a teddy.

/hug, hug, hug/

Is it a balloon?

Is it a balloon?

Yes, it is.

It’s a balloon.

/pop, pop, pop/

Attachment 3
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Attachment 4

I’M A SKELETON 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzd71WPXOEk 

I’m a skeleton

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

I’m a skeleton

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two feet 

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two feet 

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two legs

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two legs

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

I’m a skeleton

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

I’m a skeleton

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two arms

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two arms

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two hands

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two hands

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

I’m a skeleton

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

Two eyes 

Tick-tack

One nose 

Achoo

One mouth

Aah 

I’m a skeleton

Crick-crack, crick- crack 

I’m a skeleton

Crick, crack, crick, crack 

Crack!!!!

