CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

Teacher: Hello, dear children and our guests! Today we are going to visit different countries 

and see how people all over the world celebrate Christmas. So let’s start! 

A girl (Mary) is sitting at the table at writing a letter to Santa:” Dear Santa, all year I was a very good girl! I was a hardworking student at school. I tried always to help my parents and not to make troubles for them. I have a lot of dreams but my biggest dream is to see you, Santa, and it will be the best day in my life. So if you can, please, visit me this year. 
…

(Her brother John enters the room)

- Hi, Mary. What are you doing? (John)

- I am writing a letter to Santa. (Mary)

- Writing a letter? Do you really believe in Santa? It is so childish. (John)

- Of course I believe! Santa comes to all children in the world and gives them presents. 
- Ok, how can Santa visit different countries for one night? (John)

- Oh, my God! John, do you think there is the only Santa in the world? (Mary)

- Why not? (John)

- You still don’t know so many things, John! OK, I will tell you what I know myself. People in different countries celebrate Christmas and New Year in different ways. And by the way they have their own Santas. (Mary)

- I can’t belive it! Who are you kidding? No, no, no, it’s totally unacceptable! (John)

- Yes, he is but… Stop, I know how to prove it. Look! With help of virtual space we’ll travel around the world and see how people celebrate Christmas. (Mary)
(Children spin the globe and travel to different countries.There they meet Santas in their costumes who tell the children about themselves.)
Christmas in America
Most Americans tend to think of Santa Claus as the jolly man in the red suit with a sack full of toys to deliver to children around the world on Christmas.
But the Santa you see in American movies and on Coca-Cola bottles is only one version of a mythical being who either rewards or punishes children and gives out gifts.
Christmas in Italy with the witch Befana
Babbo Natale, Italy’s version of Santa Claus, is becoming more popular and gift giving on Christmas day is becoming more common. La Befana, the old woman who delivers gifts on Epiphany, January 6 is still the more popular Italian Christmas figure.  Babbo Natale, or Father Christmas is gaining popularity in Italy.
Christmas in Great Britain.
Although you will see the more popular, red-suited version of Santa on Christmas in the UK, the traditional British Father Christmas wears a hooded green cloak, a wreath of holly or ivy, and carries a staff. My appearance — like many Christmas traditions — is rooted in pagan mythology.
Christmas in France.
Santa Claus in France is called “Père Noël”. Like in any places celebrating Christmas, the French Father Christmas wears a red suit and hat with white fur trimming with a broad black belt around his waist. He is tall and large, with ruddy cheeks and nose, bushy eyebrows, a white beard and moustache. His big brown sack is packed full of toys that will be delivered to every household at midnight, using his sleigh pulled by reindeers.

Christmas in Ukraine with Father Frost!
There are two ways to address Santa Claus in Ukrainian tradition: he can go by the name of Svyatyy Mykolay, meaning Saint Nicholas, or by Did Moroz, which means Grandfather Frost.

If you are planning a visit to Ukraine at Christmastime, it might be a good idea to learn a little bit more about who visits children and showers them with gifts. Since a majority of Ukrainians are Eastern Orthodox, most of the country celebrates Christmas Day on January 7 in accordance with the Orthodox religious calendar..

- Well, John, now you know that in different countries there are different magicians and traditions. Have you chosen who you is gonna write your letter? (Mary)

- Yes)) (John)
- Oh, where have you been? I was looking for you everywhere. (Mom)

- We were a little busy, mom. (Mary)
- Have you already made your New Year’s Resolutions? (Mom)

- Have I made what? (Mary)

- Let`s I tell you, Mary, and everyone about this great New Year’s tradition!

Before the clock strikes 12 times people all over the world make their New Year’s resolutions and decide to do something new at the beginning of the New Year! Let’s all make our New Year’s resolutions. I am sure New Year will bring all of us happiness and new productive and efficient life! (Mom)

Teacher: So, there are really many different traditions of celebrating Christmas all over the world. In America and Britain children hang up their stockings at the fire placeand left santa a glass of milk and cookies as a present. 
In true Italian style, gifts are exchanged only on January 6 that is the day of Epiphany. Then ‘la befana’, an old lady, comes in search to the houses for search of the Christ Child.
